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Ajll religioiiF truth necesRarily connected with human salya- 
tioin is older, and more impregnable, than the ererlagting hilk 
Truth is an attribute of the Deity, and, therefore, from everlast- 
ing to everlasting. In offering a new book, we will not promiie 
to present new truths. But it is our expectation to present old 
truths, newly dressed, with, perhaps, originality of conception. In 
such diversified aspect, and simplicity of attire, do we hope to in- 
vest some oi the more important truths of the Bible, that we 
fondly anticix>ate, dear reader, you may not tire, as together we 
pass through the volume. With few, have opportunities for diver- 
sified observati<m, on religious experience, been more ample than 
with the writer; and it is without hesitation we assure you, that 
we shall present to you new developments of truth* in the con- 
templation of which, you cannot fail to be interested and profited. 
We assure you of this ; for we have, ourselves, been interested, and 
newly taught, and' inspired in our heavenward way, as we have 
thus carefully marked the operations of grace on a diversity of 
mind. The workings of the Holy Spirit, in developing instructive 
truth, are as diversified as is the construction of the human mind. 
And there is heavenly wisdom in noting minutely these diversities 
of operations; for, « Whoso is wise will observe, and he shall 
understand the loving-kindness of the Lord." Then we will 
invite you^ pleasant reader, to accompany us in marking these 
minute Dbservances, trusting that, in our communings, we sh^U 
1*^ 
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together be made wiser, and be better able, by the perusal, to 
understand the loying-kindness of the Lord. With a prayerful 
and humble reliance on the Spirit of all Truth, we present our 
Incidental Illustrations to the reading public, from a solenm con- 
viction that it is due to the grace of God; believing that the 
difficulties, in many minds, may be met by observing how other 
minds, similarly constituted, were helped out of difficulties. 

The writer has one leading aim, in all she has written; and 
that is, to give prominence to the fact that the Biblb is thb 
Woao OP God. The God of the Bible is no respecter of persons. 
The Bible is not a sectarian book, but, to all of every name, it ^ 
a sufficient rule of faith and practice, and all its doctrines are 
easy to be understood to those who, with humility and decision, 
resolve on obedience to its precepts. It reproves the dogmatic, 
the aspiring, and the captious, and sets wide open the door of life 
with equal readiness to the most humble peasant, as to the most 
profound theologian, provided he, with equal decision and humility, 
obeys its simple requisitions. ** If any man will do his will, he 
shaU know of the doctrine, whether it be of God." Thus making 
a knowledge of its doctrines dependent on the sincerity of the 
intentions and the obedient docility of the inquirer, rather than 
upon his ability for theological speculations. It has been the aim 
of the writer to set forth Bible doctrines and duties as simplified 
to her own perceptions, by the teachings of the Spirit, through 
the Written Word, and made tangible by every-day illustrations 
and experiences. It was by a reference to these, that the Savior 
taught the multitude. And if, by so doing, we may make truth 
more tangible, we will not dread the fastidiousness of the critic, 
. but will commit our reputation and our work to Him who judgeth 
righteously, and who will keep that which we have committed 
•mto him against tlr.at day. 
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n 



Christians are — and in feet ought to be— very 
happy. Do you shrink away from me and say, **0, 
that sounds old-feshioned and fenatical " ? Well, agreed. 
But pray, my friend, do not leaye me until I introduce 
to your attention some old-feshioned Mends, who are 
inviting us to unite with them in adoring triumphant song. 
And with whom shall we join ? Here is David. Shall we 
unite with him, and *^ shout unto God with the voice of 
triumph '* ? And here is Isaiah. Surely, we will no 
longer let him chide our silence. Then let us strike the 
note yet higher, and ''sing unto the Lord, for he hath 
done excellent things ; this is known in all the earth. 
Cry out and shout, thou inhabitant of Zion ; for great 
is the Holy One of Israel in the midst of thee." And 
yet I must detain you, for here is the importimate 
Zephaniah, beseechingly saying, ** Sing, O daughter of 
Zion ! shout, O Israel ! be glad and rejoice with all the 
heart, O daughter of Jerusalem ! " And Ezra is here also. 
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Great excitement. Why not? Shouting and soolHKfing. 

telling us of a great excitement which attracted much 
attention in his day, when all the people shouted with 
a great shout, and praised the Lord, because the foun- 
dation of the Lord's house was laid, so that the noise 
was heard afar off; for the people shouted with a loud 
shout. Now if you had been there, my friend, would 
you have chided them, as old-fashioned and fanatical ? 
But lo ! here comes John ! Hark ! Do you not hear 
a great voice of much people ? What are they singing ? 
** Alleluia : salvation, and glory, and honor, and power 
unto the Lord our God ! " Listen ! They challenge us 
to unite with them. Shall we do it? Alleluia! It 
is done! How exhilarating the strain! Surely our 
spirits are already proving the raptures of the redeemed 
and blood-washed ! And why not ? As the redeemed 
of the Lord, we will — ^we must — claim our purchased 
inheritance with the saints, and will return to Zion with 
songs and everlasting joy upon our heads I ^* But what 
have happy Christians, the songs of the redeemed, and 
the shouts of the inhabitants of Zion, to do with the 
salvation of souls? Is not this the one legitimate 
calling of the Christian ? And how little have the tri- 
umphs of Christians to do with the salvation of those who 
are blinded by the god of this world ! " Do not be too 
fixed in your opinion, my friend. Let me illustrate by 
an incident which came under my observation, and then 
tell me if the joy of the Lord is not the strength of the 
church. 
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Th« joij of aal-nHoa. The young UAj, TIm Inqiiiiy. 

JESUS RECEIVES DISCIPLES " DOCEDUTELT." 

**Wotdd you not love to be just as happy as that 
lady ? " asked I of a whole-souled worldling. 

The lady to whom the attention of this worldling had 
been directed had just entered into the conscious pos- 
session of perfect love ; and so joyful was she in having 
attained the Spirit^s witness to the fact that Christ now 
reigned unrivalled in her heart, that, from the abundance 
of her heart, she literally obeyed the Scripture, ** Shout, 
Israel, be glad and rejoice with all thy heart, O 
daughter of Jerusalem ! " For she felt that the Lord 
had cast out her enemy, and the King of Israel, even the 
Lord, was in the midst of her. I had just, been laboring 
in spirit with her, and had witnessed her deep groanings 
and pleadings for the destruction of sin, and for purity 
of heart; and, now that the enemy had been cast 
otit, and the witness of purity given, it was not wonder- 
ful that she was shouting in view of the full entrance 
of the Holy One in the midst of her, making all things 
new. 

This was at one of the feasts of tabernacles, in the 
rear of a private tent ; and standing at the tent door was 
the unconverted yet interesting young lady to whom we 
had addressed our inquiry — ** Would you not love to 
be just as happy ? " In a wishful tone she replied, " 1 
would." " Well, the same happiness is for you, if you 
are only willing to comply with the same conditions. 
It does not take the Savior longer to accept disciples 
now, than in the days of his incarnation. When he 
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»' Will you comply ? " "I ironld l07e to— bat " 

called those early disciples, Peter, James, John and 
Matthew, it is written ^Immediately they forsook all and 
followed him.* "Would you be willing to forsake all and 
follow Jesus ? '* 

She looked sad, and hesitated. O, how my heart 
coveted her, for the service of the Savior! She was 
indeed lovely, and her hesitating mood reminded me of 
the one whom Jesus looked upon and loved. But her 
heart was in close aflSnity with the world. She had won 
its smiles, was enjoying its friendships, and, to more 
than an ordinary degree, had its charms been lavished 
upon her. No wonder that she hesitated, as we again 
affectionately and most appealingly said, " In the name 
and in the presence of the Lord I ask, will you not 
now comply with the conditions of discipleship, and, 
like those early disciples, immediately forsake all and 
follow Jesus ? " 

Still she lingered — said she would love to do it — 
but 

If her heart had spoken out, it had doubtless said. 
** Greatly do I desire the smiles of my Savior, — &in 
would I be his disciple ; but, alas ! I cannot renounce 
the world.** 

We reminded her of the interesting young man who 
came to the Savior, desiring to be received as his dis- 
ciple. But, lacking in one point, he was not received^ 
and no intimation is given, in the records of grace, that 
he ever afterwards complied with the conditions, and 
became a follower of the Savior. Thus, with yourself,- 
we know that God now calls you ; but we dare not — 
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The c(Hninand. The hmitation. The Mieomagcment. 

cannot assure you that he will ever again call you. He 
says, ^* Now is the accepted time ! behold, now is the 
day of salvation ! " To-morrow is in eternity, and before 
the morrow you may be there also ; especially if you 
longer resist God by your delays. Have we reason to 
believe that he would have called Peter, James or John 
repeatedly, if they had refused to come at his bidding ? 
Did any of these linger and make excuses ? One of his 
disciples once said, *^ Lord, suflfer me first to go and bury 
my father ! " Who can conceive of any earthly con- 
sideration of equal importance with this ? But even this 
plea was not regarded as of sufficient importance to pre- 
vent an immediate response to the Savior's call, ** Fol- 
low me." The Savior only replies, "Let the dead 
bury their dead, but follow thou me." Jesus is now 
calling you, as truly as though you could hear your 
name distinctly uttered from the highest heavens, in 
tones loud as were the thunders of Sinai. And will 
you not now say, ** In the strength of grace. Lord, I 
will forsake all and follow thee " ? 

She grew yet more pensive, as she saw the way to 
the Savior hedged up by the cross. "But we took 
pains to assure her that the yoke of Christ was easy and 
his burden light. We told her how graciously the 
Savior would bear her, cross and all, if she would 
only resolve in his strength to take it up. But yet we 
feared she would go away sorrowful, for she evidently 
was unwilling to comply with the only condition! 
upon which Jesus had promised to receive her. 

We were surrounded by some worldly-minded pro 
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The rappoftiton. The by-path. The wirniiif . 

feasors^ friends of the } oung lady, who apparently with 
much interest were waiting the issue, and, failing to get 
her consent, we changed our mode of address, and 
pleasantly said, " If you could become a disciple of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, without giving up the world, like 
some worldly-minded professors, you would love to be 
a disciple of that sort, would you not ? " 

Her countenance quickly brightened as she suddenly 
conceived the idea, that I had found some easier way to 
Jesus than by the cross, and she joyfully exclaimed^ 
" I would." " Well, there is a by-path which seems 
to be leading upward. There is a way that seemeth 
right to a man. There are many who take upon them- 
selves the name of Christ, who do not renounce the 
world. They seem to have found some broader, easier 
way, than the way of the cross. But the Bible pre- 
sents but one direct way to heaven, and that way is the 
narrow way of the cross. The cross covers all the way. 
The way is not broad enough to admit of going around 
it. When I was a child, I used to hear people talk of 
going around the cross. But, since I have learned to 
read the Bible for myself, I see it presents no way of 
going around the cross, without getting out of the way. 
Jesus says, * If any man will be my disciple, let him 
deny himself, take up his cross, (not go around it,) and 
follow me.* Those, therefore, who attempt to go around 
the cross instead of taking it up, get out of the way to 
heaven into the by-path, the way that seemeth to be 
light, but the end whereof is death. And these are ihe 
' many * to which the Savior refers, when he iays. 
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* Many will say to me in that day^ Lord^ Lord^ haye 
we not prophesied in thy name ? and in thy name have 
cast out devils ? and in thy name done many wonderfol 
works ? And then will I profess imto them I never 
knew yon!' People g^ierally die in the light in which 
they live ; for there is nothing enlightening in death ; it 
only disembodies the ^pirit. How evidently had these 
people died in their deception ! and now they come to 
the very door of heaven, expecting admission, but the 
Savior says, * I never knew you.* Now would you love 
to imagine yourself in the way to heaven, in some other 
way than the way of the cross ? Christians are called 
the light of the world ; and would you love to take upcm 
yourself a profession, as a light of the world, and have 
others follow you, as you are wishing to follow other 
worldly-minded professors, and then find, in the end, 
diat souls have been lost by following you, instead of being 
saved through your influQ^ce ? Suppose one puts up a 
beacon-light in a wrong place, and a vessel is decoyed 
&om the right channel and stranded, and all on board 
perish, who is responsible for the loss of life ? 

" Now do you desire to take upon yourself the pro- 
fession of Christ, without giving up the world ? Would 
you be willing to be looked up to as one of the lights 
of the world, without having previously taken upon you 
the cross of Christ ? " 

With much earnestness she exclaimed " No ! I don't 
want to be such a professor ! " 

** Then I again ask you, in the name of the Lord, will 
you comply with the conditions of discipleship ? As 



2* 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



18 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE 

The only tenns. All bMiTen is waiting. 

well may you make up your mind now that you will be 
lost — ^forever lost ! and, after millions of the ages of 
eternity have rolled away, take up the lamentation, 'the 
harvest is past, the summer is ended, and I am not 
saved,' as to make up your mind that you will not com- 
ply with the conditions of discipleship ; for on no other 
terms can you be saved. O, my dear young friend, what 
a solemn and eventful moment is this for you ! You and I 
will remember it, as together we stand, with an assem- 
bled universe, at the judgment-seat of Christ. The 
hosts of the Lord, now encamped about us, are waiting 
to hear your decision ! The recording angel has been 
commissioned from the throne of God, and is now 
lingering to receive the answer, as it may fall from your 
lips, and register it on the pages of eternal remembrance. 
Above all, Jesus, who loves you, and through whose 
intercessions the Holy Spirit now comes to your heart — 
Jesus, your Savior, now waits to hear the answer. He 
calls you to be his disciple — ^to enter upon his service. 
He loves you, and bids you come. Yet he can do with- 
out you, for of these stones he can raise up a seed to 
serve him. The blissful songs of praise to Jesus from 
the redeemed will be just as sweet to all eternity, though 
you may never join in them. But O, Jesus wants you 
to come, and be made a partaker of his salvation. He 
knows that eternal death is before you, for the sinner is 
condemned already. But he, as your Redeemer, has 
paid a great price for your redemption, and he waits to 
bestow a pardon, and the gift of eternal life, upon you. 
Let him not say of you, ^ Ye will not come unto me 
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Christ would die again, if needftQ. The bitterest ingredient. 

diat ye might have life.* Once more I ask you, in the 
name of Jesus, will you comply with the conditions of 
discipleship ? " 

0, the solemn, eventful reminiscences of that hour ! 
We knew that God, the eternal, promise-keeping Je- 
lovah, was present. And by an eye of faith we saw 
Jesus, the mediator of the new covenant, and the spirits 
of the just made perfect, lingering to witness the answer 
of that redeemed spirit. The soul is infinite in value. 
So great is its worth that, if it were needful for Christ to 
again endure the agonies of the cross to save, we should 
again witness the tragical scenes of Calvary. But the 
debt has been paid. And now the worth of one soul 
outweighs the universe. 

She stood before us silent and tearless ; not from a 
destitution of interest, but from an intense depth of 
thought, and from a newly-awakened consciousness of 
responsibility. And still we waited the answer. She was 
evidently and deeply convicted of duty. We directed 
the eye of her mind to a distant point in the endless 
ftiture, and showed her the bitterest ingredient in the cup 
of the lost — *^ Ye knew your duty, but ye did it not." 
She acknowledged that her judgment was convinced, 
and we said, " If you were clearly convicted of duty in 
regard to ordinary worldly matters, and others around 
you knew it, you would be ashamed not to have your 
actions in agreement with your convictions, would 
you not?" 

''Yes." 

** Well, here are God, angels and men observing you 
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clearly convicted of duties of infinite importance ; and 
now wlQ you not be ashamed before Gk>d^ angels and 
men, not to act now, and at once, in accordance with 
these, your convictions ? 

" You do not wait in regard to other and less unpor 
tant duties till you feel some impelling influence ; but 
you at once do the thing because you ought. You knew 
it is your duty to resolve now to be a follower of Christ 
Do not wait for farther conviction. Knowledge is con- 
viction. Further conviction will not come till you use 
what you have. * The day of the Lord is near in the 
valley of decision.' I do not ask you to decide in your 
own strength ; but I do ask you to say in the strength 
of the Lord, I will, and the moment you do this the 
strength of the Lord will be pledged for your sustain 
ment. You cannot expect grace to help you before you 
make the resolve ; but if you will now, in the strength 
of the Lord, say, * I will,* this mcmient Qod will 
strengthen you." She exclaimed: 

" In the strength of the Lord, I will 1 " 

That moment, the Holy Spirit, ever true to his work 
on the heart, convinced her of sin. She had before been 
convinced of her duty to seek and serve the Lord ; but 
now she was so suddenly and powerfully convinced of 
rin, that every other consideration was lost in the over- 
iFhelming fact that she was a sinner. 

I had told her that the Savior was waiting to receive 
MY, if she would comply with the conditions. And her 
^ e, in fact, seemed fixed, as though she saw the Savior 
In the distance. But she saw an insurmountable moun* 
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tain of gmlt intervcnmg between herself and the Savior. 
And, notwithstanding she seemed to keep her eye on Jesus, 
as though she must and would come to him, yet her heart 
was so overwhelmed with a sense of her sins, that she 
was wholly lost to outward observances, and she cried 
out, with a loud and yet louder voice, ** O Lord, I am 
a sinner I I am a sinner ! I AM a sinner ! '' And 
still she repeated it again and again, with a voice yet 
more intensely sorrowful and vehement, as numbers 
gathered round in amazement. 

I might have sought to restrain her cry, as did the 
multitude that of blind Bartimeus. But it is better 
that sinners know, and feel, and even publicly acknowl- 
edge that they are sinners. And I wished this dear 
young lady so deeply to feel her sins, and so fiilly and 
repentingly to confess herself a sinner before God and 
man, that she might ever, from the depths of humilitjv 
remember the fact. 

With some difficulty I obtained her attention and 
observed : " It was said of the Savior, in the days of 
his incarnation, * This man receiveth sinners/ Now you 
acknowledge that you are a sinner, and if Christ is the 
Savior of sinners, is he not your Savior ? and can you 
not say, * My Savior, receive me ' ? " 

The Holy Spirit condescended to speak through the 
organ of clay, and own the agency which had been 
appointed to lead this precious soul to Christ. Imme- 
diately she adopted the language, and began to cry : 

" My Savior, receive me ! My Savior, receive me ! 
MY Savior, receive ME ! " 
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And thus she continued to cry for a few moments j 
while, to the eye of her faith, the Savior was evidently 
drawing yet nearer and nearer. Again I interrupted 
her and said : " Your Savior has said just when he will 
receive you. He is saying to you just now, ' Now is 
the accepted time ; behold, now is the day of salvation ! ' 
If he says now, he means now ! Can you not say, ' My 
Savior, receive me now ' ? " 

^* My Savior, receive me now ! My Savior, receive 
me now ! " she several times repeated with yet greater 
earnestness, and most evidently with increasing faith, 
and yet more experimental apprehensions that the Savior 
was drawing yet nearer to her, as she was thus endeavor- 
ing in faith to draw nigh unto him. And still she 
repeated, " My Savior, receive me now ! " 

" If your Savior has promised to receive you now, 
and you give yourself away to him now, is it not your 
duty to believe that he does receive you now ? Not that 
he did receive you before you renounced your sins and 
gave yourself away to him ; but that he does now receive 
you, while you are just now giving yourself away to him. 
He says : * Him that cometh unto me I will in no wise 
cast out.' You come to him, do you not ? " 

<' I do." 

*' Well, is he true to his word, or is he not ? He 
either does receive you, or he does not. How is it ? In 
the name of the Lord, I ask you, how is it ? Does Jesus 
now receive you ? Can you not now say, ^ My Savior, 
thou dost receive me ' ? " 

The next utterances were those of confident faith. 
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**My Savior, thou dost receive me! Thou dost 
receive me ! Alleluia ! Alleluia ! " 

But we cannot describe the scene that followed. It 
seemed as though the Savior had at first stood in the 
distance, waiting till she should yield to the Holy Spiiit's 
operations ; and, just as she drew nigh to him, in the 
dedication of herself to him, he drew nigh unto her, 
and the moment she believingly took him at his word, 
and opened her heart to receive him, he entered, and 
revealed himself to her, not only as her Savior, but as 
the fairest among ten thousand, the altogether lovely, 
and, in loud acclamations, she shouted his praise. I know 
you would not have hesitated in uniting with her had 
you been present ; for who could have refrained ? Hov- 
ering angels united in our joy, and flew back to heaven 
with the blissful tidings of another sinner saved. O, it 
was indeed a* wondi'ous change, and the new-bom spirit, 
thus suddenly translated from the kingdom of darkness 
into the kingdom of God's dear Son, was imbounded in 
its raptures ! Scarcely one half-hour had passed since 
we had assured her that the Lord was wilhng to make 
her as happy as the friend to whose acclamations of 
praise she had listened ; but now, had we asked whether 
herself or that friend had a right to raise the higher note 
of praise, surely she would have claimed it for her- 
self, and who would have denied her the privilege ? 

We should judge her to have been a star in the hah- 
ionable world, and worldly-minded professors had circle<J 
aroimd her. These now would have gathered closely to 
her to partake in her joy. It was a curious and memo- 
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rable sight that now presented itself. As these friends 
drew more closely to her, she, instinctively, as if by an 
impulse of her renewed nature, shrank away, retreating 
yet farther and ferther as they approached, exclaiming, 
" I have been ashamed of Jesus, — but I am not ashamed 
of him now ! " Surely the reproof was withering, and 
my heart was pained for them ; but it was right, and the 
Holy Spirit made use of the circumstance to recall these 
worldly professors back to the cross of Christ. 

The joyftd reception of this new disciple occurred a 
little before the evening twilight. Hour after hour, 
during the evening and night, did we hear the rapturous 
note of victory and praise ascend from the lips of that 
newly-received disciple. Seldom, if ever, have I heard 
such melodious and soul-thrilling strains of praise. She 
had become an acknowledged disciple, and the Divine 
Teacher, at whose feet she was now sitting, had indeed 
taught her, — 

** some melodious sonnet 

Song by flaming tongues above." 

About midnight, she was baptized with water in the 
name of the Father, Son and Holy Ghost, and received 
into Christ's visible church. 

The last I heard from her, which was about two years 
after her happy change, she still continued a lovely dis- 
ciple of the Lord Jesus Christ, and was said to be more 
than an ordinary Christian. 

Does not this prove that it does not take Jesus longer 
to receive disciples now, than in the days of his incarna- 
tion ? Here was an unawakened sinner deeply convinced 
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of sin, and powerfully converted in less than half an 
hour. Why is it that some convicted sinners are days, 
weeks, and even years, seeking salvation ? Is it because 
the ways of the Lord are not equal ? or is it because 
the cross of Christ is not made sufficiently prominent, 
and an entire renunciation of the world regarded as im- 
perative ? Surely, Christ is as truly able to save three 
thousand in one day now, as on the day of Pentecost. 
Decision for God, an entire surrender, faith in our Lord 
Jesus Christ, are the steps ; and may not these be taken 
in a half-hour as truly and effectively as in a half-century f 
If one day is with the Lord as a thousand years, and a 
thousand years as one day, why not ? 



l(rlitt«8 vmm <|n^ri% 

Some imagine that the subject of holiness has nothing 
to do with arresting the attention of sinners. But here is a 
case of one who professed himself an infidel, but who, 
through the presentation of Bible Christianity, which, 
according to the Bible standard, is holiness to the ix)rd, 
became convinced, in view of its being so presented, of 
its divine origin. This was a marked case. It wilJ 
now be two weeks to-morrow morning, sinoo we were 
in G., Upper Canada. The church was quite densely 
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crowded with a mixed multitude. In view of this^ we 
were questioning whether we had not belter make moxe 
general remarks than we imagined some present might 
anticipate. But^ while we were thus questioning, the 
district chairman, who was present, arose, and announced 
to the people that we would speak to them on the sub- 
ject of holiness. We did so, and felt that the Lord 
helped us. On the evening of the same day, while 
numbers were surrounding the altar of prayer, some 
earnestly seeking the witness of adoption, and others 
pleading for the sanctifying seal, the minister pointed 
out to me a gentleman in the congregation, who sat 
pensively leaning his head on his hand, and asked if I 
would not go and converse with him. On going to him, 
I fopnd he had been a professed infidel. I cannot here 
go through with the way in which the Lord helped me 
to meet his case, but will pass over details, which I am 
sure would interest you, to say that, at the close of the 
evening service, the minister in charge gave permission 
to all who might wish to converse with us to come for- 
ward to the altar, when, lo ! this professed infidel, with 
a number of others, responded to the invitation. From 
deeply interested countenances greeting us in every 
direction, we saw that our friend, the sceptic, was not 
the only one deeply concerned in what might be the 
result of the interview. 

" Mrs. P.," said he, " I have come here to ask your 
advice ; I am willing to do any thing you may suggest.'* 

" I would advise you at once to kneel down here, by 
his altar, and begin to call upon God to have mercy on 
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your soul. God is a God near at hand^ and not afiur cS, 
to all that call upon him." 

The infidel objected, and pleaded his want of feith in 
God ; but I reminded him of his promise to take my 
advice, and observed that blind Bartimeus would prob- 
ably never have attracted the attentions of the Savior, 
unless he had called after him ; and never was any one 
saved without being very humble and decided. It was 
not a small thing to be saved, neither was it at a small 
sacrifice that Christ had left his throne in heaven, and 
lived a life of suffering on earth, and died the death of 
the cross to purchase salvation for him. 

** Well, I assure you, I am willing to do any thing 
that you say will be helpful to me." 

^^ Then kneel here at this altar, and begin to cry, O, 
Lord, have mercy upon me, for Christ's sake ! " 

*' But how do I know that there is a Christ ? " 

And here, again, we hushed his unbelieving reason 
ings, reminding him of his promise, and telling him 
that these suggestions were not from himself, as he 
imagined, but directly from Satan ; and, if he would 
resist in the name of the Lord, Satan would fly. 

But a few moments succeeded, and the infidel was 
on his knees, uttering the words, " O, Lord, have mercy 
upon me, for Chrisfs sake ! " And still he repeated 
them. 

Who can depict the interest of this moment, as this 
intelligent and well-known sceptic humbly knelt at the 
altar of prayer, in the presence of his Christian friends 
and neighbors, — ^in whom, through a distorted spiritual 
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vision, he had only seen numerous and greatly magnified 
infirmities ! But, now, they beheld him praying. And 
many were the earnest and tearful responses as this aflFec- 
tionate band of Christian brethren, one after another, 
united in supplication in his behalf, and said, ^' Lord, for 
ChrisCs sake, have mercy upon this, our friefidy — our 
brother ! " O, indeed, who can conceive of any thing that 
equals the sweetly affectionate, forgiving spirit of our holy 
Christianity ? The scene was affecting. We could not 
doubt but it was the Spirit itself, helping our infirmi- 
ties, as we lingered there, amid the eager scores who 
were waiting the issue. I was so convinced that the 
Lord had taken his own work in hand, that I turned to 
the sceptic, as we rose from our knees, and said, — 

" My friend — ^my brother — God will help you, and 
that right early. I feel, in my heart, that there is hope 
in your case. God is not only the Hearer, but the In- 
spirer, of prayer ; and such prayers as have been pre- 
sented in your behaK could only have been inspired by 
God. And now I know there is hope in your case. 
Yes, God will help you ; I know he will." 

" If there is hope in my case, — if I am ever saved, 
— ^it will be through what you said, here in this church, 
this morning." 

I must confess my surprise. Though I had trusted 
in the Lord for a word in season to all, yet, to have 
found an acknowledged infidel, who, through the pre- 
sentation of the way of holiness as a doctrine of the 
Bible, and the only way leading from earth to heaven 
cast up for the ransomed of the Lord to walk in, — ^that 
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sucli an one should be shaken in his infidelity, exceeded 
my anticipations. 

We were to leave the next morning ; but, before 
daylight, the infidel called on us, looking pale, and evi- 
dently much excited. Before leaving, he promised that 
he would never cease praying till the Lord had mercy 
on his soul. A letter, received to-day, informs us that, 
the third day subsequent to our departure, he was pow- 
erfully converted to God. The minister speaks of his 
conversion as one of the most remarkable he ever wit- 



^ iwlthg (^omUnmtt 



Havb you a healthy countenance ? Does your face, 
that divinely constructed index of the human soul, speak 
to the beholder of the pleasures of salvation — ^the joy of 
the Holy Ghost? Do not think me officious in pressing 
this question, or in my more minute inquiries. The 
heavenly Healer bids me ask you. He has a balm on 
hand which " maketh the face to shine " in the image of 
the heavenly. Yes, shine ! So that, though the lips may 
not possess muscular power to move, and the tongue 
be palsied amid the physical agonies of dissolving nature, 
the shining, speaking countenance may tell of joy 
imutterable, and full of glory. Have you never seen 

8* 
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this ? I have ; and, from vivid sketches in memory, 
might portray countenances, most radiant with healthful 
beauty, though, at the same time, the physical frame 
was variously and hopelessly diseased. Physical disease, 
say yoti, I might endure, but O, these many and varied 
mental solicitudes ! — How can I, amid these, exhibit a 
beaming, healthful countenance ? I tell you, the heav- 
enly Healer can meet your condition. Your case may 
be intricate, but it would indicate a sinful distrust in his 
divine skill, should you yield to the idea that the pecu- 
liarities of your condition may not be readily met. 
David regarded it as really important that he shoidd 
have a healthy countenance. He chided his soul for being 
disquieted and cast down, and he was not willing his soul 
should remain in this condition, but hastens to cheer her, 
and directs her attention to God, the infinite Source of 
bliss-inspiring hope. David's eye of faith was fixed 
on the future. And, though exercised with trials which, 
for the present, were not joyous, he was not willing that 
his soul should be sad. This, he knew, would disfigure 
his countenance, and he bids his heart hope in God, 
" Who," says he, "is the health of my countenance.*' 

Then David cared what sort of a countenance he pre- 
sented. And are you sufiiciently careful what sort of 
countenance you present? When you looked so dis- 
quieted, careworn and sad, how did you present the 
skill of the Divine Healer ? You profess to have come 
to him, and to have committed your case fully to him. 
It is his will that his saving health may be known among 
J I nations. If he cause his face to shine upon you, it 
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is in order that you may reflect his image ; that your 
face may shine upon others ; that gentle, loving, trust- 
ful, heart-cheering, health- restoring influences may ema- 
nate from your radiant, healthful countenance. And 
why not, if God is the health of your countenance ? 
How significant the expression, " Who is the health of 
my countenance, and my God " ! If we behold, in every 
Christian, a habitation for God through the Spirit, — 
if it is God working in us to will and to do, why ought 
not the world to behold, in every Christian, a counte- 
nance so healthful, and radiant, that Christianity may be 
everywhere commended for its ability to make its pos- 
sessor happy ? 



% ^mrn dJirmnfM ig tht l^iU 0)[ a dprriatian^ 



I HAVE known H. M , ever since I was a child, 

and, from his very countenance, conceived the idea that 
there was something very happifying in the enjoyment 
of the right sort of religion. His religion might have 
been too obviously engrossing to suit the taste of some. 
But the smile of heavenly bliss which lighted up his 
feice, and the frequent outbursting of his heart — " O, 
bless the Lord " ! *• Precious Savior " ! found a lodg- 
ment in my young heart which, to the present hour, 
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is telling to the praise of the Savior. If GhristianH 
cannot be happy, who can ? 

I have known more than one convinced of sin and 
brought to Christ by observing the happy countenances 
of Christians. Here is one who is now, and for many 
years has been, a triumphant believer. When a child, 
she was beholding the smiling countenance of a minister. 
He was not in the pulpit, neither was he speaking.- But 
he was filled with the joy of the Lord, just as every 
Christian ought to be. It was " God, who was the health 
of his countenance," and, through his shining face, the 
Holy Spirit spoke to the young heart of my own dear 
sister. 

" It is because that minister enjoys religion that he is 
80 happy." So said the Holy Spirit. From that mo- 
ment, she resolved that she would never rest until she 
also enjoyed religion. This dear child afterwards found 
that her heart was very sinful. She saw that she could 
not enjoy religion until she was saved from her sins. 
Most earnestly did she cry to God for forgiveness. The 
third day after, she was so powerfully converted, that it 
s^med as if her newly-forgiven, new-bom spirit, would 
almost have left its clay tenement. As Daniel, in the 
presence of the angel, she swooned away. And was it 
surprising ? for a greater than Gabriel had come, and 
had said, " A new spirit will I put within you." — 

** Thy shus are fbrgiven, accepted thou art, 
She BstoMd, uid hearen sprang up in her heart.*' 

O I is it not strange that Christians are not generally 
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more happy? Is it wonderful that Christians should 
sometimes manifest happy excitement when these entran- 
cing changes come over them ? Who can contemplate 
the soul's translation from the kingdom of darkness into 
the kingdom of God's dear Son, without at once seeing 
that such a change must produce some sort of exhilara- 
tion! Po not, my friend, be afmd of happy excite- 
ment. Few persons, in these days, have had more of 
such excitement than David and Paul, and many of the 
Old and New Testament saints. 



(&§tti !>)[ d^Iiristian d^uurttsg and a lappg ^arf* 

My mend J. was educated for a Soman Catholic 
priest. He actually believed in the infallibility of " the 
church ; " for he had ever been taught that it was a sin 
to question, and it was on this principle alone that he 
reconciled all its strange inconsistencies. He had finished 
his studies, but, before entering fully upon the duties 
of his vocation as a priest, he spent a few weeks in 
travelling. He paused at the house of a pious Protes- 
tant family, where he was taken ill, and detained a num- 
ber of days. Sad and lonely, he took up a Protestant 
Bible, which lay on a table in his sick room. As he 
read of the new birth, in the third chapter of John, his 
mind was partially arrested with the thought that there 
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might be something more in spiritual religion than he 
had anticipated. Pleasant and sympathizing friends of 
the Protestant community began to gather around him, 
and proffer their services. As he grew better, and was 
able to venture out, he was courteously invited to attend 
Protestant service, and such had been the manifestations 
of Christian kindness on the part of his newly acquired 
friends, that he did not feel quite free to refuse. He 
went. The occasion was one of special mercy. The 
power of the Lord was present to awaken and convert. 
Among the seekers of salvation, was a gentleman whose 
heart was deeply smitten with sorrow for sin ; and, from 
the depths, he cried unto the Lord. Suddenly, upon an 
act of reliance on Christ, his burden of guilt was re- 
moved, and Jesus said, " Son, be of good cheer ; thy 
sins, which were many, are all forgiven thee; go in 
peace, and sin no more." 

** What a change Us word can make, 
Taming darkness into day " ! 

My friend had been closely watching the countenance 
of this gentleman. He had with amazement witnessed 
his deep anguish, and now, to his still greater astonish- 
ment, he saw his face suddenly lighting up with heavenly 
illumination, as though a beam from the throne of the 
Ineffable had penetrated the depths of his being. The 
Dove of Peace had come to that heart. The angel of 
the covenant was now telling this repentant sinner that 
his name was written in heaven. The veriest sceptic 
could not have doubted but some mysterious change was 
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being wrought. *^ Surely, there is some secret trans- 
forming power in grace to which I am a stranger," 
thought our friend. From that moment, he resolved 
that he would, for himself, know the verities of salva- 
tion. He became an earnest, humble seeker. It was but 
a short time before he was enabled to testify, from his own 
experimental realizations, the power of grace to change 
the heart, and raise to newness of life. Christ, as the 
only Mediator between God and man, now revealed him- 
self as his ever-interceding Savior in such sweetness, 
light and power, that the Virgin Mary, and all other 
interceding saints, were forever put in the shade. The 
great superstructure of error which had, from in&ncy, 
been rearing in his mind, founded on the infiJlibility of 
** the church," now tottered and fell, and utter was the 
destruction thereof. Out of the abundance of his heart 
he began to declare what great things the Lord had done 
for him. As it was a manifestation of Christian cour- 
tesy, and the outbeamings of love, as depicted in the 
countenance of a sinner newly saved, that had won his 
heart over to Christ, he was not now required to use 
other weapons than those furnished out of the armoiy 
of love. He did not feel called to attack his friends of 
the Roman Catholic faith. But he did feel called 
to present the truth, and to proclaim his own heart-expe- 
riences of the power of saving grace. These things soon 
became noised abroad in the Catholic community, a^d he 
was publicly denoimced from their pulpits. It was 
deemed important that he should defend himself and the 
truth. Protestant pulpits were offered for this purpose. 
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His weapons were love, and the Lord gave him good 
success ; and, to this day, he continues to be a £dthful 
minister of the cross, a trophy won to Chiist, by a 
manifestation of Christian courtesy, and the happy face 
of a Christian. 



i^ ^U ^nUmmh. 



WESLEY SPEAKING FOR HIMSELF. 

Reader ! how would it strike you were I to take you 
just now to a newly opened grave, to hold converse with 
an exhumed tenant of the tomb ? Over fifty years has 
the spirit of that tenantless body been in the spirit-world, 
and now it comes to commune with thee. But I will not 
detain you with a grave scene. The opened grave and 
the exhumed body may indeed awe your spirit. But, 
though it were in our power to introduce you actually to 
such scenes, the perturbation of your mind might pre- 
clude that calm, solemn attention which we would now 
invite to a message from one who, being dead, yet 
speaketh ; our God is not the God of the dead, but of 
the living. We will call you to listen to the spirit-tones 
of one whose unexhumed body still rests in the peace- 
ful tomb, but whose sainted spirit still communis with 
thee, through his writings. As a child of Methodism, 
we ask you to listen to important truths from him who. 
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under Grod, was the founder of Methodism. You cannot 
consistently £dl to feel a deep interest in relation to the 
Bible doctrine of Christian holiness. It was to spread 
this that the Wesleys were thrust out. And it is to 
secure your harmony with Mr. Wesley on this cardinal 
doctrine of Methodism, that we have introduced this 
article. 

WHEN ARE WE TO BELIEVE OURSELVES WHOLLY SANCTIFIED! 

Do you ask, with a recent writer, " Does God require 
me to believe he sanctifies me wholly at some particular 
time, and promise that, when I so believe, he will do it ? 
If so, where in the Bible is that requisition made ? '* 
Hear the answer from Mr. Wesley : — 

*^ But what is that faith by which we are sanctified, 
saved from sin, and perfected in love ? . . . . It is a 
divine evidence and conviction that he is able to do it 
now. And why not ? Is not a moment to him the same 
as a thousand years ? He cannot want more time to 
accomplish what is his will. And he cannot want, or stay 
for, any more worthiness or fitness in the persons he is 
pleased to honor. We may therefore boldly say, at any 
point, ^ Now is the day of salvation.' ^ To-day, if ye 
will hear his voice, harden not your hearts.' ^Behold, 
all things are now ready, come unto the marriage.* 

" To this confidence, that God is both able and willing 
to sanctify us now, there needs to be added yet one thing 
more, a divine evidence and conviction that he doeth it. 
In that hour, it is done. God says to the inmost soul, 
* According to thy faith be it done unto thee.' Then the 
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soul is pure from every spot of sin ; it is clean from all 
unrighteousness." 

ARE CONVERSION AND ENTIRE SANCTmCATION SDCULTANBOTIS I 
Do you ask whether the work of regeneration and the 
work of entire sanctification are not simultaneously 
wrought in the heart ? Mr. Wesley will answer in his 
sermon on the " Scripture Way of Salvation." 

" Hence may appear the extreme mischievousness of 
the seemingly innocent opinion, that there is no sin in a 
believer ; that all sin is destroyed, root and branch, the 
moment a man is justified." Also, Vol. i. p. 405 : 
"The new birth is not the same with sanctification. . . . 
This is a part of sanctification, not the whole ; it is the 
gate to it, the entrance into it." Again, he says. Vol. 
iii. p. 154 : " He differs from some of the clergy of the 
Church of England, because * they speak of justification 
either as the same thing with sanctification, or as some- 
thing consequent upon it.' I believe justification to be 
wholly distinct from sanctification, and necessarily ante- 
cedent to it." 

HOW SOON MAT ENTIRE SANCTinCATION SUCCEED CONVERSION! 

Do you, then, on being assured that you are not 
wholly sanctified at the moment of conversion, ask how 
soon you may expect to have that work wrought? Mr. 
Wesley answers : 

" Now, with God, one day is as a thousand years. It 
plainly follows that the quantity of tune is nothing 
to him. Centuries, years^ months, days, hours, and 
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Forty witnesses. Six Imndred azid fifty-two witnesses in hoadoa. 

moments are exactly the same. Consequently, he can 
as well sanctify in a Jay after we are justified as in a hun- 
dred years. Accordingly, we see in fact there is no dif- 
ference, that some of the most unquestionable witnesses 
of sanctifying grace were sanctified within a few days 
after they were justified." He, as was his custom, illus- 
trates his views by various experiences, and says : " I 
spoke to these, forty in all, one by one. Some of these 
said they received the blessing ten days, some seven, 
some four, some three days, after they found peace with 
God, and two of them the next day. What marvel, since 
one day with God is as a thousand years ? " 

MAY HOLINESS OF HEART BE RECEIVED BY ONE ACT OF FAnHI 
Do you say that you cannot conceive how the 
soul can be wholly sanctified instantaneously, and by 
one act of faith? Hear Mr. Wesley's views on the 
subject : 

" Not trusting to the testimony of others, I carefully 
examined the most of these myself, and, in London 
alone, found six hundred and fifty-two members of our 
society who were exceeding clear in their experience, 
and of whose testimony I could see no reason to doubt ; 
.... and every one of these, after most careftil in- 
quiry, I have not found one exception, either in Great 
Britain or Ireland, but had declared that his deliverance 
&om sin was instantaneous; that the change was wrought 
in a moment." . . In the same connection he goes on 
to say, ^*What shall we do that this work may be 
wrought in us ? Believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, and 
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lUth. WhAt about professton ? Adrice to Miss B. 

all his wisdom, and power, and faithfulness are engaged 
on thy side. In this, as in all other instances, by grace 
we are saved, throzigh faith. Sanctification is not of 
works, lest any man should boast. It is the gift of God, 
and is to be received by plain, simple yat^A." 

MUST THIS BLESSING BE PROFESSED IN ORDER TO BE RETAINED! 

But is it important, after receiving this blessing, that I 
profess it in scriptural terms, and ifc^ this profession par- 
ticularly helpful, in Mr. Wesley's opinion, toward 
retaining it ? Here let Mr. Wesley give his own 
testimony ; and we will also permit the sainted Fletcher, 
who also, being dead, yet speaketh, to unite in the tes- 
timony : 

" One great means of retaining it is, frankly to 
declare what God has given you, and earnestly to 
exhort all believers you meet with to follow after full 
salvation." " I doubt we are not explicit enough, 
in speaking on full salvation, either in public or in 
private.*^ 

In his letters to Miss B., who had just received the 
blessing of entire sanctification. Vol. vii. p. 103, he ad- 
vises her to profess it, and says : 

" Undoubtedly, it will be a cross to declare what God 
has done for your soul, nay, and afterwards Satan will 
accuse you on the account, telling you you did it out of 
pride ; yea, and some of your sisters would blame you, 
and perhaps put the same construction on it." In Vol 
vii. p. 13, he says : " I buried the remains of Joseph 
Norbury, a faithful witness for Jesus Christ. For about 
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three years he has humbly and boldly testified that God 
had saved him from all sin." Again he says : *^ I am 
afiraid Christian perfection will be forgotten. Encourage 
Richard Blackwell and M. Coolley to speak plainly. A 
general faintness in this respect has fallen on the whole 
kingdom. Sometimes I seem almost weary of striving 
against the stream of both preachers and people.*' 

Mr. Fletcher, after giving in a strong and explicit 
testimony of his personal realizations of the power of 
Christ to save from all sin, says : 

*^ Yes, I rejoice to declare it and bear witness to the 
glory of grace, that I am dead indeed unto sin, and alive 
unto God, through our Lord Jesus Christ. I received 
this blessing four or five times before, but I lost it, by 
not observing the order of God, who has told us, ^ With 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with . 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.' But the 
enemy offered his bait under various colors, to keep 
me from a public declaration." 

He then goes on at length to specify what sort of bait 
Satan used to keep him from an open, explicit declara- 
tion of entire sanctification ; the baits are much the same 
as have been publicly urged recently, and made the 
occasion of many losing the blessing, but we \\ ill not 
now take time to specify. Suffice it to say, that, after he 
liad received the blessing the fifth time, and had learned 
this wile of the devil, we hear no more of his being 
beguiled, ^v these satanic sophistries, into the loss of the 
blessing ; and we have reason to believe he maintained 
a steady public profession to the last. 



*• 
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Oortoin aooietlei did not prosper. Why? Letter to Adam Clarke. 

Mr. Wesley, on p. 459, Vol. iv of his Journal, speaks 
with regret of the £ict, that Methodism in certain quar- 
ters had gained no ground, and then gives, as a reason : 

** The preachers had given up the Methodist testi- 
mony. Either they did not speak of perfection at all, 
(the peculiar doctrine committed to our trust,) or they 
spoke of it only in general terms, without urging 
believers to go on unto perfection, and to expect it every 
moment. And where this is not earnestly done, the 
work of God does not prosper." "I examined the 
society, and was surprised to find fifty members fewer in 
it than I left in it last October. One reason is. Christian 
perfection has been little insisted on ; and, where this is 
not done, be the preachers ever so eloquent, there is 
but little increase, either in the number or grace of the 
hearers." — ^Vol. iv, p. 120. ^^ Perceiving that they had 
suflfered much by not having the doctrine of perfection 
clearly explained and strongly enforced, I preached ex- 
pressly on that head." — ^Vol. iv, p. 657. 

We have a letter before us written but one year l)efore 
Mr. Wesley's decease, bearing directly on these subjects. 
It is to the Rev. Dr. Adam Clarke, and reads thus : 

«« London, Nov. 26tli, 1790. 
*< Deab Adam. — The account you send me of the contimiance of the 
great work of God^ in Jersey gives me great satisfaction. To retain 
the grace of God is much more than to gain it ; hardly one in three 
does this. And this should be strongly and explicitly urged on all 
who have tasted of perfect love. If you can prove that any of our 
pieachers or leaders, either directly or indirectly, speak against it, let 
him be a preacher or leader no longer. I doubt whether he should 
continue in the society. Because he that could speak thus in our con- 
gregations cannot be an honest man. 
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A gknkms witnesB. " The sweeteet thing." No iliToritinn iritfa Ood. 

I wish Sister Clarke to do what she can, but no more than she can. 
Betsy Ritchie, Mrs. Johnson and M. Clarke are women after my 
own heart. Last week, I had an excellent letter from Mrs. Pawson, 
(a glorious witness of full salvation,) showing how impossible it is to 
retain pore love without growing therein." — VoL vii, p. 206. 



Sweeter also thui hon^ and the hon^comb.— Dayd. 

** Let me tell you one of the sweetest things I ^ver 
told you in all my Hfe. Jesus has washed my hef» t in 
his own most precious blood, and he has beautifi'^d it, 
and he has come and brought his Father witn him to 
abide with me ! " So said a lovely Christian, whose 
very countenance seemed to bespeak the indwelling of 
the Holy Trinity. 

What a glorious experience ! And yet not more 
glorious than is guaranteed by the will of our Father to 
every one of his children. Our Father has no favor- 
ites ; his will runs alike to all. TJie sweet experience 
of the lovely Christian just referred to will surely be 
desired by all who read these lines. Then why not 
claim it ? It is embraced in the will of your Father, 
precious child of Jesus ! Open the will of your Father 
just now. Bead John xiv. 23 : " If a man love me, he 
will keep my words ; and my Father will love him, and 
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The Jieirs and the will. Holinew in the children honors the Father. 

log will come unto him, and make our abode with him.*' 
Here is the experience of this beloved child of God, to 
which you have just listened, made sure to you. Are 
you not complying with the conduions, " If a maa love 
me," &c. ? Surely, you will now claim this glorious 
portion of your inheritance. When an earthly father 
leaves a mill, specifying the inheritance which, at a vast 
expenditure of toil and self-sacrifice, he has made avail- 
able for his children, how eagerly each one gathers 
around to ascertain distinctly what his portion of the 
inheritance may be ! And why should not every child 
of God, with far greater eagerness, search diligently to 
know distinctly his portion of the inheritance ? Would 
not the name of an earthly parent be dishonored, if, 
after an inheritance calculated to show his great love to 
his children had been purchased, his children, through 
negligence, should leave their rights unclaimed, and 
live in penury ? So do you not only wrong yourself, 
but you dishonor the worthy name by which you are 
called, if you do not, with becoming eagerness and de- 
cision, resolve on claiming, at once, the inheritance pur- 
chased for you by the blood of Jesus. When you 
search the Scriptures, search themr as the records of 
your Father's will ; and remember that not only is your 
Father willing that you should claim your portion of 
the inheritance, but his honor as your Father stands 
connected with your living in the enjoyment of these 
purchased privileges. Can you, to the praise of Jesus, 
and in honor of your Father in heaven, say, " Jesus 
hath washed my heart in his own most precious blood, 
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ffifl blood. The gift and the altar. Imperfect aacrifieea. 

and has beautified it^ and has brought his Father with 
him to abide with me *' ? 

" His blood demands the parchamd grace ; 
£Ds blood's aTuling plea 
Obtained the help for all our race, 
And sends it down to me.'* 



|an J Mxm mpdf ^nndxpA h4(^e | am ««♦ 



God's service is a reasonable service, and such a 
requisition would be unreasonable and unscriptural. 
The Jews, under the old dispensation, were not required 
to believe that their offerings were sanctified before they 
were laid upon the altar. It was by virtue of the altar 
upon which their oflEerings were laid that they were 
sanctified. *^ Whatsoever toucheth the altar shall be 
holy." How, then, could they believe their ofierings 
were holy before they touched the altar? Neither 
could they believe their ofFerings acceptable unless they 
brought such as were perfect, and without blemish, as 
required by the law. Witness those Jews who, in the 
days of the prophet Malachi, brought the lame, the 
blind, the torn and sick for sacrifice. Could they be- 
Heve that God would accept their imperfect sacrifices ? 
God had said he would not, and how could they believe 
that he would ? They lingered long, and desired it 
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Consecntion most precede ftdtfa. The Ohristtan^s alter. 

much, wearying the Lord, and covering his altar with 
tears ; but their efforts were all worse than useless ; they 
could not believe God would accept their imperfect 
sacrifices, for he had said he would not, and he cannot 
deny himself. 

The difficulties with many offerers who come to the 
Chistian altar may be thus solved. They are told that 
the blessing of entire sanctification is received by 
faith, but are not duly observant of the feet that an 
entire setting apart of all for God must necessarily 
precede £dth. They try to believe before the offer- 
ing is laid on the altar. How inconsistent and worse 
than futile are such efforts ! Christ alone can make us 
whole. As many as touched him believingly in the 
days of his incarnation were made perfectly whole. 
" We have an altar." This altar is Christ. His blood 
is the purifying medium. He says, " For their sakes I 
sanctify myself, that they may be sanctified through the 
truth; " as though he had said. For their sakes I set my- 
self apart to endure the agonies of Gethsemane, and to 
bleed and expire on the cross, that they, through faith 
in my purifying blood, may be sanctified. And now 
Christ waits to receive the offerings of his people. Offer- 
ings prelented to God through Christ are " holy, accept- 
able." So great virtue is there in Jesus, our atoning 
sacrifice, that as many as touch him believingly are 
made whole of whatever diseases they have. Of the Chris- 
tian's altar, it may ever be said, " whatsoever toucheth 
the altar shall be holy." We think few find it diffi- 
cult to believe after the sacrifice is bound to the altar, 
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Beasons why so fbw are entirely Mnctifled. 

even with cords to the horns of the altar. Christ then 
becomes our light and our salvation. Faith is wonder- 
fully simple. The difficulties mainly come by trying to 
believe the offering is " holy, acceptable," be/ore it is 
laid upon the Christian's altar. Many, as the Jews in 
the days of Malachi, are not willing to bring that which 
is without blemish. They sin after the similitude of 
those covetous Jews, and bring the lame, the blind, the 
torn and sick for sacrifice. How few are willing to go 
without the camp, bearing the reproach of the pro- 
fession of this grace ! How few are willing to be of no 
reputation for him who made himself of no reputation 
for us ! How few are, in all respects, willing to com 
ply with the conditions upon which entire sanctification 
is promised, and how few, consequently, are enabled 
to believe for the blessing ! Alas ! how utterly impos- 
sible is it to believe while we love the praise of men 
more than the praise of God ! " How can ye believe 
who receive honor one of another, and seek not the 
honor that cometh from God only ? '* 



Iratg 4 ih iJpWi 



The apostle speaks of ^Hhe unity of the spirit." 
Holiness gives that unity. When we enter within the 
vail, through the blood of the everlasting covenant ^e 
meet on the ground where : — 
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*' Names, and sects, and parties ftU, 
And Christ alone is all in all." ' 

Yes, you are my sister in Christ. We have been 
begotten together in the bowels of Jesus. One says, 
" Spiritual relationships are often stronger than those of 
nature." And why should they not be ? for natural ties, 
apart from religious influences, have their origin and 
end in the present state ; whereas spiritual relationships 
have their origin in the Eternal God, the Infinite 
Source of life and happiness, and must, if rightly cher- 
ished, endure as long as God himself endures. " If 
we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship one with qLUOthery and the blood of Jesus 
Christ, his Son, cleanseth us from all sin." " That 
they may be one, even as we are one." How close is the 
connection between the Father and the Son ! and what an 
indescribable oneness of spirit should exist among 
Christ*s disciples ! 



Sleli0i0tt an attioe |PrmripI^. 



As far as I am acquainted with your views of holiness, 
they are sweetly in harmcftiy with my perceptions of that 
state. It is the life of God in the soul of man, and is, of 
course, an active principle. The religion of the Bible is 
not mere sentimentalism, or quietism The purposes of 
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ZnL BaltarofMimtrath. *« Oo4 ia Ugbt.'* 

oor redempticm lemaai unanswered unless we aie unto 
God a peculiar people, zealous of good works, " My 
goodneM," says the Psalmist, ^^ extMideth not unto tbee/' 
No; our benevolent efforts, and our wisely directed 
zeal, must extend to tkose objects on whidt the sympa- 
thies of the Savior were expended,—- for whom he made 
haaself of no reputation, — to whom he ministered in 
the &rm c^ a servant, and for whom he became obedient 
unto death. 



(S/mt U i\A rijgW ^mi, mi tlrni li^lieot 



Tes, the way of holiness is entered by fidth* But 
your error is here. You have been perplexing yourself 
about the doctrine of faith before you have any right to 
exercise the feith which brings yott into the enjoyment 
of t^e blessing. The Spirit only can take of the things 
of God, and reveal them to us. And what right have 
you to expect the Spirit's aid in hel^nng you to beleivef 
xmtil you make the necessary sacrifices ? I know you 
would not be willii^ to believe an untruth ; but you 
would believe an untruth if you believed God accepted 
you tuholly, unless you gave yourself wholly to him. 
*« God is light, and in him is no darkness at all." He 
dways draws nigh unto us, (bringing light and salvation 
irith him,) to the degree we draw nigh imto him 

Let me illustrate. 
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Pleadings but no surrender. Ught may become darkness. 

I saw a professor much conformed to the spirit of the 
world. 

" Why do you not get the blessing of holiness ? ** I 
asked. 

" I do not know/' she repUed, " unless it be that it 
is so difficult for me to exercise yai^A." 

I had conversed with this person months before, on 
an occasion when she was weeping and pleading before 
God for the grace of entire sanctification. Said I, as I 
witnessed her importunate pleadings, " Are you willing 
to comply with the conditions upon which God promises 
the blessing ? Are you now intending to give up con- 
formity to the world, resolved to come out, and be 
separate ? " She answered only with tears and groans. 
I affectionately expostulated, and urged the necessity 
of making the surrender now, while the Holy Spirit was 
enlightening her mind. She hesitated, and, though she 
greatly desired that God would accept her sacrifice, yet 
she felt that she could not bring her mind to comply 
with the conditions, and give up all. Finding that my 
prayerful entreaties were ineffectual, I faithfully laid the 
consequences before her thus : " You are dependent on 
the Holy Spiiit for the light you have in regard to the 
duty of present holiness. If you do not, as a worker 
together with God, use this Ught, by obeying it, you 
will lose it, and then, though you had worlds to offer in 
an attempt to purchase it back, it were in vain. Light 
resisted on any given point becomes darkness, and 
then how great is that darkness ! Your darkness will 
be such, that you will doubtless sincerely think your 
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Delusion. " Why are you not holy ? " 

seK to be in the way to heaveriy though not in the way 
of holiness. You will think this because, if you will 
not believe, and obey the truth, God will give you 
over to delusion, anfl you will believe a lie. You 
will think yourself as safe as professors in general, and 
you will doubtless die in the same light in which you 
livey as the mass of professors do. There is nothing 
enlightening in death; it only unclothes the spirit. 
You will then stand at the door of heaven, and, among 
the " manxfy^ in that day, will say, " Lord, Lord, open 
unto us," and he shall answer, " I know you not, whence 
ye are." Then shall ye begin to say, " We have eaten 
and drunk in thy presence, and thou hast taught in our 
streets." But he shall say, " I know ye not, whence ye 
are." This professor did not comply with the only 
condition upon which God had promised to make her 
holy. We parted, and now as I was saying, after the 
lapse of a few months again we met. Now, on my 
beseechingly saying, "Why are you not holy?" she 
replies, ^^ 0, 1 suppose it is because it is so difficult for 
me to exerciseyai^A." 



"I rattttot %tt mU this IStag/' 

*^I CANNOT see into this way of holiness. I have 
wished to know more about it, and I thought I would ask 
you." ^ So said a young and amiable looking lady, who, 
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**Do7oaiiMaU7oar]ii^t?>* '* Ah, that la tbt tfaoo^L'* 

firom her exterior^ one mighit judge^ hcid yet to leam that 
the friendship of the world is enmity with God* 

" Do you^ in regard to getting into this way^ use all 
the light you already have ? Have you been doing the 
will of God as far as you have known it ? " 

" I fear I have not" 

" There is no duty set forth more clearly in the Bible 
than that of entire consecration. ^ Ye are not your own, 
ye are bought with a price ; therefore, glorify God in 
your body and spirit^ which are God's.' Here, in most 
explicit terms, you see the claim that your Bede^n^ 
now has, and ever has had, on the entire service of your 
soul, body, and spirit. You do not need 9iij more light 
in order to ascertain the duty of an immediate and entire 
surrender of your whole being to (Jod. Have you made 
this surrender ? " 

With tearful eyes she exclaimed, " Ah, that is the 
thought that is ever suggested, when I ask for more 
light! I know I ought to lay all upon the altar 
of Grod ; but I have not yet presented the sacrifice.'^ 

"Then, of course, you have no right to expect to 
know of the doctrine of entire holiness. God has said, 
if any man will do his will, he shall know of the doc- 
trine ; but, until you come to the point to do his will, 
you cannot know. Mark this. It is one thing to intend, 
or to be willing, to do a given act ; and it is quite another 
thing actually to do it. Thus, under the Jewish dispen- 
sation, a person might see the duty of presei^ing his 
offering according to God's requirement; he might 
inteiBid to be obedient, or he might even be- uniting tcc4» 
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" ]>» M watt m 7«a know.** HolineM and the nOaakmary ivoflk. 

it But^ unless the offering was actually laid upon the 
^dtar^ it was not made holy. For it was only that which 
touched the altar that was made holy. 

**Now, if you want light to beam directly firom 
heaven on your way> I will tell you precisely the point, 
and the only point, where you may gain it. Do what you 
already know to be your duty. ^ Bind the sacrifice to the 
altar, even with cords to the horns of the altar.' H^re 
at this point will you know that ^ God is the God who 
showeth us light.' Till you bind the sacrifice h«ne, fully 
purposed that it shall ever remain, you cannot know ex« 
perimentally of the faith tluUT sanctifies." 



Wdtg are there not m^re PTwgwttariea? 



Because ^itire devotedness to God does not mort 
generally prevail. The first question with an individual 
^itirely devoted to God, is, " What wilt Thou have me 
to do ? " Are the fields ripe, ready to harvest, and does 
he see the laborers few ? how does the heart of the 
devoted one bound forward to enter the field ! Does he 
see a portion of the Lord's vineyard wholly destitute of 
culture where thousands of perishing heathen are waiting 
to receive the seed of the gospel ? he will not wait for 
impressions, sights, or sounds, in order to be assured of 
a divine call. 

6* 
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Education and the ministry. The mind that was in Christ. 

The knowledge of the fact, that milKons of heathen 
are now accessible, constitutes a call to one who has it in 
his power to go. Educational abilities are desirable, 
but too much ado may be made on this subject. Christ, 
who called Peter from his fishing nets, and Matthew from 
the receipt of custom, may not always require a long 
scholastic training for the work of soul-saving, either for 
home or foreign service. 

What service can be conceived of as so acceptable in 
the sight of God as soul-saving ? And are there not 
demands on both the ministry and laity, wholly beyond 
what have been met ? If the reception of the mind that 
was in Christ be the criterion by which we are to judge 
whether we belong to him, it were well for some, from 
among both the ministry and the laity, to bring themselves 
to this test, in view of the great demand there is at 
present for laborers. Many who peruse these lines have 
bright and happy homes. Endearing relationships, kin- 
dred spirits, and joyous anticipations, make the idea of 
leaving home and all " the dear delights of ripe society" 
exceedingly painful. But how did the mind that was in 
Christ inspire him to act ? In leaving the bosom of his 
Father to save the perishing, did he not, for your sake, 
leave endearing relationships ? In leaving the society 
of angels, and all the pure spirits in the regions of im- 
mortality, did he not make sacrifices for you ? Do you 
manifest, either to your own heart's satisfaction, or to the 
satisfaction of the gazing world, that you love and pity 
the perishing, as Christ loved and pitied you ? Say not 
that you have the spirit that was in Christ, unless you 
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are thus actuated ; and ever keep in mind the solemn 
feet, " If any man have nol; the spirit of Christ, he is 
none of his." 

I will not ask you now whether you are a minister, or 
a lay member ; but I will ask you a question, the answer 
to which I implore you will now settle as in the imme- 
diate presence of God. Will you be a missionary, either 
in person or by proxy ? Hundreds of missionaries are 
now needed in the foreign field. See every portion of 
China opening for the reception of the Christian mis- 
sionary ! See the thousands in India and Turkey, wait- 
ing to receive the seed of the gospel ! See the signs of 
the times betokening that God is about to take away 
the vail which, for ages, has been on the Jewish mind ! 
The latter day glory is about to btirst upon us. The 
prayer, " Thy kingdom come," presented by you a 
thousand times, is about to be answered, and what do 
you intend to do specifically towards hastening the 
answer ? Will you, in person, enter the mission field ? 
Perhaps, if you have not ministerial talent, the Lord 
may accept your services as a physician, a tradesman, a 
farmer, a carpenter, a blacksmith. What an amoimt of 
work fir the Christian laborer does the present state of 
the world present ! 

" See where the servants of the Lord, 

A bnsy multitude, appear ; 
For Jesus day and night employed, 

His heritage they toil to clear. 
The loye of Christ their hearts constrains, 

And strengthens their unwearied hands, 
They spend their sweat, and toil and pains, 

To cnltiyate Inunannel's lands." 
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Such k the exceeding subtlety of Sataa^ that the most 
devoted and earnest disciple may be ensnared by his 
devices, without th^ most careful reliance on God for 
wisdom, and a minute obedience to the directions of the 
written word. The danger of being beguiled by teachers 
whose theories may not be in entire conformity with the 
written tvord, is obviously set forth in the following con- 
versation, between one who would be a spiritual guide, 
and a mother in Israel. 

Said the former, " Would you not be willing to sin, 
if God required it ? *' 

" No, indeed,*' quickly r^ponded that mother in 
Israel? 

" Then you are not entirely dead, or you would be 
willing to do any thing that God wants you to do," said 
the subtle reasoner. 

^' God never wanted any body to sin ! He hates ein,'* 
responded the mother. 

" Why ! not be willing to sin, if it would be for the 
glory of God ? " exclaimed the reasoner in an expostu- 
lating tone. 

" No ! no ! no ! It could not be for the glory of 
God! God never wanted any one to sin." So ex- 
claimed this mother in Israel, while a feeling of abhor- ^ 
rence possessed her soul in view of being thus assaulted 
by Satan. She plainly saw that this subtle reasoner 
would fain, as an angel of light, have infused into her 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



ECONOMY OF SALVATION. 57 

Wlek«d thdvf^ti. A stmKkge theofy. " I donH know about fha*.'' 

9ouL the doctrine of devils, and her righteous spirit was 
vexed, in view of the boldness of the attack. 

Not willing to yield at the first repulse, the reaitoner 
oootinued his questionings. ' 

** Do you ever have any wicked thoughts ? *' 

She replied that wicked thoughts were sometimes 
suggested to her nund, but she resisted them by 
prayer. 

He rejoined, " This is evidence that you are not yet 
deady for if you were dead, and had wicked thoughts, 
they would not be from the devil, for the devil never 
has tiny thing to do with the soul that is entirely dead.'* 
He then went on to descant on his own experience, and 
stoutly maintained, that Satan had not had any thing to 
do with him, during the past fifteen years. 

This mother in Israel, perceiving that he who -would 
be her instructor, had already been led far into error by 
his ignorance of Satan's devices, Was deeply grieved in 
spirit. She knew he imagined that he had been led into 
a higher state, of which he said she could not know, 
until she had also reached the same point, and well 
knowing how vain her efibrts in teaching him would be, 
she, with an air bespeaking duUousness and sorrow, 
shook her head significantly, and said, '^ I don't know 
about that 1" ♦ 

With a look of complacency, sad indeed to witnefid, 
this would-be teacher in religion remarked : 

" Once you were my teacher, but now I am your 
spiritual teacher." 

And thus, in his self-sufficiency and assumption of 
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superior spiritual knowledge, he turned away from one 
who had indeed exercised, in former years, a motherly 
supervision over him in spiritual things. 

How little do we know, after having once become 
ensnared by the subtleties of the deceiver, how far and 
how rapidly we may proceed in error ! How passing 
strange, that one should go so far as to imagine he could 
sin to the glory of God, when God, by his wordy declares 
that he cannot look upon sin with allowance ! Yet so 
it was. This errorist had been so far deluded as to 
imagine that, though he had not sinned for fifteen years, 
and indeed could not sin, yet God, for his own glory, 
might do things in him and by him which, by those not 
in this higher state, might be regarded as sinful. 

Surely, this is in no ordinary degree a doctrine of 
devils. What more could Satan desire than that pro- 
fessed Christians assume the groimd that they may sin 
for God's glory! But in what awful terms does the 
God of the Bible denounce those that assume this 
groimd ! " He that committeth sin is of the devil." " The 
soul that sinneth, it shall die." " But," says the errorist, 
'He that is born of God cannot sin;' though the 
act may appear sinful to those in a lower state, yet, 
in \ he sight of God, they are all his own acts, for * He 
docth the work.' And what a strange perversion of 
Sciipture is here! God, who has said, "Thou shalt 
not kill," has, with equal authority, said, " Avoid the 
a]j}fearance of evil." " God is not tempted with evil, 
neither tempteth he any man." What a scandal on the 
pure doctrines of Christianity did Paul regard the slan- 
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derous reports of those who proclaimed it as one of the 
sayings of the early .Christians, " Let us do evil that 
good may come ; " so exceedingly injurious to the pure 
cause of Christ did he regard it, that he pronounced the 
damnation of such, just. 

And how should such doctrines be regarded, by those 
wlio adhere to the blessed doctrine of Christian Perfec- 
tion ? Shall we, who believe that the express object for 
which our Savior endured the cross was to save his peo- 
ple from their sins, have oiu' forces weakened by a 
semblance of fellowship with such doctrines? God 
grant that we may all stand as faithful monitors, to 
give timely warning of " Satan's devices." May we 
ever serve as faithful and efficient instructors to those 
who would find the one and only way leading from earth 
to heaven. It is the way of holiness which has been 
cast up for the ransomed of the Lord to walk in. The 
Bible speaks of no " higher " way, but it teaches the 
necessity of constant progress i?i the way of holiness. 
Neither do the Scriptures give us any authority for the 
belief, that the Holy Spiiit will lead us into any other 
state, than may be plainly inferred from the Bible. For 
any one to imagine, that the Holy Spirit will lead him 
into a state, beyond where the teachings of the word 
may be specially needful, or lead him into a state or a 
belief, for which an explicit " thus saith the Lord," may 
not be given, is erroneous. And wherever such a 
device has obtained, whether among ministry or laity, 
we fearlessly, in the name of the Lord, pronounce it a 
device of Satan. 
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®k aJaleat— U8d w Iwi 



Is it not possible to neglect a gift so long that it shall 
be taken away and given to another ? I haye known of 
some remarkable cases of this sort One was that of a 
most intimate firiend^ now a lay member of the church 
of Christ, but, whether he is now in the enjojrment ot 
religion, is a questionable matter. Formerly, he was 
called, by the voice of the church and his own con- 
science, to an official relation; but he refused, and 
placed himself in circumstances not eligible for the rela- 
tion, and where he might escape importunity on the 
subject. Too well, alas ! did he succeed. But the Mas- 
ter of the household, who has said, '* Occupy till I 
come," did not permit him to hold his gift without occu- 
pying. No ! he took it away, and, for years past, this 
brother has not been able even to open his mouth in 
prayer with his family. He says his gift has been taken 
away, and his friends think so too. A few months 
since, a brother who, some years ago, felt that he was 
called to the ministr}', came to see me. He refused, 
and the chastisements of the Lord were brought to bear 
heavily upon him. And yet he* delayed, till now it is 
evident, from his physical ailments and his disastrous 
financial condition, that the Lord no more requires him 
in the holy vocation of the ministry. He had neglected 
his gift too long. The last hour will come with you, 
my brother, when you, also, will have neglected the 
gift too long. Will preaching once, or twice, or n 
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dozen times a year, answer the claims of God upon you, 
in view of the dispensation of the gospel which he has 
committed to you ? 1 fear it will not be said of you, 
''Well done, good and feithful servant," unless you 
now decide on redeeming the time. I say " now^* be- 
cause it seems to me that the crids in your career is now 
reached. 

I do not think my mind would have been so solemnly 
urged in this communication to you, but through the 
operations of the Holy Spirit. Shall I tell you that I 
have just passed a wakeful night in your behalf? You 
may be surprised at this, in view of our short acquaint- 
ance, but it is even so. I do not mean that I slept none, 
but my slumbers were broken and di-eamy, and I seemed 
to be, most of the time, engaged in entreating you to 
use your talent ere it should be taken from you. 



i^0 a ^ttxXmui IRinisi^. 



I HAVE accustomed myself so much to talking otx 
paper, tiiat, with me, the responsibility of a paper talk 
seems to differ but little from that of an oral communi- 
cation. I will not apologize for yielding to urgings 
made on my mind by the Holy Spirit ; and I believe 
it is through influences thus induced I now address you. 

Had opportimity ofifered yesterday afternoon, I might 
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Called to the minlBtry. A work that Oabriel can't do. 

have said about the same things I now write. But, as 
Providence did not then seem to permit a free inter- 
change of thought, I could not chide myself for the 
omission. Yet my heart is so burdened, that I have 
concluded that my expectations, at that time, were frus- 
trated in order to indicate the present as the better mode 
of communicating with you. 

I asked you, on Saturday evening, whether you had 
not reason to believe that God had once committed to 
you a dispensation of the gospel. You answered 
unhesitatingly in the affirmative. O, what a wonderftd 
trust is this ! It seems to me that the highest archangel 
might covet a dispensation so gloriously replete with 

grace. Yes, God has dispensed, to my Brother , 

the ability to do what even Gabriel may not do. Why 
was not the angel, who, in answer to the alms and 
prayers of Cornelius, was sent from God to him, per- 
mitted to dispense to hiTn the gospel of his salvation ? 
Was it not because a higher and more responsible trust 
had been committed to Peter than might be committed 
to an angel, even though that angel might have been 
Grabriel himself? O, indeed, my brother has been 
entrusted with a higher gift than any with which God 
charges an angel of light. Now, my dear brother, let 
me ask you before the Lord, in whose presence I stand, 
have you been faithful to the solemn trust ? Have you, 
in the use of this precious gift, been instant in season, 
out of season, so that, when your Lord cometh ianu 
knocketh, you may open to him immediately, and say, 
*' Here, Lord, is thine own with tmiry " ? 
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Do you think the claims of your Lord and Master 
would be satisfied, should you say, " Lord, though I 
have not used this gift for the identical purpose for which 
it was entrusted, yet I have not thrown it wholly away, 
but have used the influence gained by ministerial char- 
acter for educational and other purposes " ? Would this 
satisfy the claims of your Judge ? If not, O, hasten, my 
brother, and repent ! Yes, repent, and bring forth fruits 
meet for repentance. 

O, hasten and redeem the time ; for the day is far 
spent, and already the Judge is at the door ! 



Jl Matrhman atuag fnm Ws ^oii 

You have been caUed to stand as a watchman on the 
walls of Zion, but you have deserted your post. Souls, 
that ought to have been warned by you, have undoubt- 
edly perished. And where will their blood be found ? 
Do not think me severe, my dear brother, but can you 
expect to enjoy the bliss of the blood-washed company 
in heaven, while scores are eternally wailing " where 
the worm dieth not and the fire is not quenched ? " — 
souls, who might have been saved, had you improved 
the dispensation of the gospel committed to you. Had 
you given them timely warning, they might now have 
been singing the song of Moses and the Lamb. These 
suppositions are not improbable nor unscriptural. See 
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Ezekiel 58 : 6-— -9 : " He is taken away in his iniquity, 
but his blood will I require at the watchman's hands. 
Nevertheless, if thou warn the wicked to turn fix>in 
his way, if he turn not from his way, he shall die in hia 
iniquity, but thou hast delivered thy soul." The 
Lord deliver my brother from blood-guiltiness. In 
your case, I cannot see but you must either thus be 
found guilty of blood, or that God will raise up another 
to do your work, and to take your crown, unless you 
begin at once to redeem the time. Shall it not be the 
latter, my brother ? Will you not let the dead bury their 
dead, and now give yourself up afresh and unreservedly 
to the identical work to which you have been called ? 



^n %pMr ShxiiUn. 



I HAVE recently been visiting a village where scores 
have been brought to see their need of a Savior. The 
village is not large; but, in proportion to the number 
of inhabitants, I think the revival is the most general I 
ever witnessed. On Sabbath evening, the pastor re- 
quested that those who were resolved to seek the Lord 
would manifest it by rising. About seventy arose. 
But what a solemn annoimcement was made that even- 
ing ! A young physician, who, by his impious course, 
had set God at defiance, was announced as on the very 
verge of eternity, and requesting the prayers of the 
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congregation. This young man had been extensively 
known in the village as an opposer of religion. Three 
years jwrevious to this time, the Lord commenced to 
work in the place, when this young man openly said he 
would put a stop to it. For this purpose, he got up a 
ball, and so engaged the attentioes of the community 
tbat he actually gained his point. No special work of 
the Spirit had been known from that time till this. And 
now God was about to take him away. The next 
morning, the bell, in solenm tones, from the spire of 
that village church, told the community that the oppo- 
ser was removed. God had taken his own work in 
hand. The work of the Lord went on with power 
while I remained, till it really seemed as if the whole 
place was turning to the Lord. ^ 



Wxtittg i« S^stft- 



*( And fhey OTetoame him by the blood of the Lunb, and by th« irord oT ttmlr iM 
timony."— RxTSLATioir zii. 11. 

Some time since, an incident was related at the Tues- 
day afternoon meeting, which was about as follows. An 
aged believer, while passing over the waters of Jordan, 
was severely buffeted by Satan. All the sins of his 
former life were in appalling array brought out be- 
fore him ; and even his well-intMided efforts were so 
distorted by the presentations of the fierce accuser as to 

6* 
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appear sins of sufficient enormity to sink him forever. 
The appalling catalogue of the past, as, in its unrollings, 
it presented another, and another, and yet another sin, 
of deeper die, would have overwhelmed him but for a 
vivid recollection, which, in this time of need, was 
worth more than untold millions of gold. It was amid 
this scene of peril that the Holy Comforter brought to 
his remembrance, " The blood of Jesus cleanseth from 
aU sin." 

But still the catalogue of the past unrolled, presenting 
yet another and another item, which would have been 
still more appalling but for the gentle whisperings of 
the ever-blessed Comforter, continually urging upon his 
recollections, " The blood of Jesus cleanseth from all 
sin." And still this aged disciple, sustained by the 
truth which the Holy Spirit had brought so vividly to 
his remembrance, was enabled to keep his head above 
the water ; and, as the cruel tempter still presented to 
his spirit's vision one sin after another, as though the 
catalogue were never to be finished, the veteran believer 
would, with self-abhorrence, and yet with hopefulness, 
exclaim, " Is that all ? " " No," vociferated the tempter, 
*^ that is not all ; here is something more ; " and yet 
again, " something more ! " till at last Satan was wearied 
as it were with his own work, and conceived, doubt- 
less, that he had already brought up enough to over- 
whelm his antagonist, who was now fainting in the 
death struggle. But the accuser did not perceive that 
the Holy Spirit, as a peaceful dove, was hovering near 
him in this awful hour of conflict. The tempted one. 
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again rallying, cried out, " Is that all ? " " Yes," said 
the tempter, "that is all." "Now," said the tempest- 
tossed believer to his exulting foe, " let me put at the 
foot of that list the name of Jesus ; for the blood of 
Jesus cleanseth from all sin ! " We need not add, that 
the tempter was vanquished, and the exulting victor 
bounded triumphantly over the swellings of Jordan, 
unid shouts of victory, through the blood of the Lamb ! 



x&Wmim'l 



I NEED not say to you that what you want is the bless 
.ng of entire sanguification . Had you been in the defi- 
,iite and unwavering possession of this grace since the 
vime you first began to minister in holy things, doubt- 
/.ess you had, since that time, been in unbroken and 
jffective service in the ranks of the ministry, and scores, 
f not hundreds more had, through your agency, been 
jonverted and sanctified. 

You need this blessing now, in order to enter afresh 
ato the service of the sanctuary. " Be ye clean that bear 
;he vessels of the Lord." If you see wherein you may 
have missed the mark, and have not done as much toward 
saving souls as you might have done, confess this before 
God and your brethren. " If we confess our sins, he is 
fedthful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us 
(xom all unrighteousness." And how long will it take 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



(8 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THB 

««IiQr^<mnelf Oft fheaHMT «•«.** « The hMtA of a iramaB.» 

oar promise-keeping God to do this ? li con£3sca.<m is 
made now^ ought you not to esipect forgiyeness and 
deansi]^ now ? Your Savior says, ^' Come^ fin* all thiz^s 
are now ready." The longer you stay away, the deeper 
the stains of impurity become. You will glorify God 
more by coining now, than by lingering till Uie morrow, 
and, eyen ere the morrow, you may be instrumental in 
the saactificaticm of others. Let me ask, my dear 
brother, do you now lay yourself, with all your interests 
near or remote, upon the altar ? You cannot Ipok for 
the fire to descend and consume your sacrifice, unless 
your ofifering is upon the altar. It is not until you pre- 
sent yourself wholly to God through Christ that you can 
know the all-cleansing efficacy of that blood which puri- 
im. O^ that from this hour you may rdaliee the full 
power of saying grace ! 



01tt J5i»t«r8— Imr a ^\mth waa ^wli 



*' Tbt Lor4 ihaU seU Sisem Into the hMid of » iroiiitti.>> 

Often has the observation of Debcmih, widi the 
accompanying circumstances, come to mind in unison 
with the thought of two devoted sisters residing in the 

village of L . In this place, which is ocmtigttous to 

a seat of learning, where many Gamaliels of the present 
day have been tuitioned in those aristocratic views which 
would expose to contumely, and keep at a distance the 
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approach of Methodism^ these sisters have been instru- 
mental in rearing our banner. At the same pkce resides 
a brother who, for several years, has been a member of 
owt communion. Though possessed of enlightened 
piety whidk, if sufficiently ardent, would have gathered 
others around him, he stood, for some years, shrinkingly 
al<me. 

Gracious influences often urged him to invite a gath* 
erii^ of the people fer social worship. As time passed 
on, probabilities for successful action on the part of 
Metho^sm grew less promising. About four years 
since, the elder of two sisters, than exceedingly gay, ym- 

ited the city of . Here, coming in contact with 

a lover of holiness, a plainly attired female disciple of 
the Lord Jesus, she became convinced that she was her- 
self a lover of pleasure more than a lover of God. She 
yielded to the persuasions o{ the Spirit, renounced the 
worid, and, on makii^ this surrender, found the way to 
the cross, which had before seemed inaccessible, perfectly 
easy. 

She returned home with a spirit fired with the life- 
renewing energies of the gospel, and it was not long ere 
she obtained a fellow-helper in an only sister. A fond 
mother also soon afterwards joined with them in their 
heavenward course. 

Through the instrumentality of Mrs. S., the female 
who had been helpful in the conversion of the elder, with 
o&ers who had become interested, these lambs of 
Ae fold were directed to the more elevated work of the 
bdkfrer. No sooner did diey beeeme understan^ngly 
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convinced, than they resolved, at every sacrifice, on 
securing the prize of their high calling. And they have 
all since become zealous witnesses that the blood of 
Jesus cleanseth from all unrighteousness. The neigh- 
bors were invited to their house for social worship, but 
the place soon became too small. Many zealous wor- 
shippers and tvx) churches are the result of the work 
thus commenced. 

The brother who had so long stood alone, mourning 
over the desolations of Zion, most heartily cooperates 
with the zealous sisters in their labors of love, and he, 
with themselves, is now walking onward, by the might 
of the Spirit, in the King's highway. The example of 
these sisters brings out the express design of the Savior 
in redeeming us unto himself. Witness his words: 
" Who gave himself for us, that he might redeem us 
from all iniquity, and purify unto himself a peadiar 
people, zealous of good works." And what an encour- 
aging consideration that God so often takes the weak 
things of this world to confound the mighty! And 
should not such an exemplification of the blessedness of 
entire devotedness to God be inspiring to all who seek 
the upbuilding of Zion ? How little probability is there 
that these two sisters would have been thus inspired, 
and thus successful, had they not thus early been filled 
with the might which inward holiness gives ! How was 
it that the brother, who had occupied the ground years 
before, had been shrinking from the monitions of the 
Holy Spirit ? Had he obeyed, his exertions might before 
have resulted in rearing the walls of Zion in that pla5ce. 
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Had he, early in his religious career, received the full 
baptism of the Holy Ghost, as did these two sisters, he 
would not have yielded to his shrinking flesh,* and the 
Lord might not have raised up these tj7o sisters to do 
what he, in his manly strength, if wholly sanctified, 
might have done. Barac seemed fairly to have had the 
offer of doing what Deborah afterwards did, and it was 
not to his credit that God sold Sisera into the hand of a 
woman. 



Sflw jJatoatiDtt— retaittd or lusi 



You gave me an encouraging account of the " Mis- 
sionary Books," in your last, and said, as far as you 
could ascertain, about twenty persons had, within a few 
weeks, received the blessing of entire sanctification 
through reading them. And, among these, are six in 
the college who are preparing for the ministry ! And 
not only yoimg men, but, among the number who have 
put on the whole armor, are gray-haired men, who are 
boldly testifying, from experience, that, " The blood of 
Jesus cleanseth from all sin." Hallelujah ! the Lord 
God Omnipotent reigneth ! 

I shall long to hear how these, my dear southern 
friends, endure. The sanctified have much to endure, 
" "We are sanctified to prepare us for conflict," says the 
devoted Bishop H. " God arms us '^ ith the whole 
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donBOor oi righteousness^ in order that we may stand the 
fiercest fire from the ranks of the enemy. Yet in idl 
we may stand. I have known some ultimately, who, 
' d^ugh placed in the front of the battle, and called to en- 
dure the hottest fire, hare remained unshaken for years. 
Yet my heart is moTed with tenderest sympathy and 
soHcitude for those who are babes in this grace. With 
Mr. Wesley, I have observed it is exceeding common for 
persons to lose it more than once before they are estab- 
lished therein. " That excellent man also warns us against 
yielding to the impression, that persons who have pro- 
fessed this attainment were deceived, because they are 
not now in the enjoyment of it. After describing a 
most instructive experience of this Messing, he says, 
" Now suppose, ten weeks or ten months hence, this per- 
s<m should be cold and dead, shall I say she deceived her- 
self, this was merely the work of her imagination T Not 
at ail ; I have no right so to judge, or authority so to 
[^>eak. I will rather say^ she was unfcuUhfvH to the 
grace, and so cast away what was really given. There- 
fore that way of talking, which has become so eommon, 
of staying to see if the gift be really given, which seme 
take to be so exceedingly wise, I take to be exceedingly 
foolish. If a man say I feel nothing but love, and I 
know him to be an honest man, I believe him. What, 
then, should I stay to see ? Not whether he Km such 
a blessing, but whether he will Aeep it." See Mr. 
Hartwell's tract, " Old Paths," in reply to H. Mattison, 
Mr. Wesley goes om to say, "What a grievoui^ errw^ 
to tUnk t^se that aie saved finom sin cannot los^' 
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they have gained ! It is a miracle if they do not, see- 
ing all earth and hell are engaged against them ; while, 
mesmtime^ so few even of the children of Gbd endeav- ^ 
or skilfully to help them. . . . Two things are certain : 
the one that it is possible to lose even the pure love of 
God ; the other that it is not necessary — ^it is not 
unavoidable, it may be lost, but it may be kept." Yes, 
we may be kept, by the power of God through faith. 
Christ is able to keep that which we have committed 
into his hands unto that day. He is able to keep us 
&om falling, and to present us faultless before the pres- 
ence of his glory with exceeding joy. 



|Bini8% ^intixtm and ^Mm. 

On Saturday evening, I called, when on my way to 

meeting, on Brother S :, the lawyer, who, you will 

remember, made such an interesting confession, last 
Thursday evening, in the altar. I was there introduced 
to a gentleman who was a student at the Wesleyan 

University at the same time Brother S was there. 

I foimd afterwards, that this gentleman, wjio was in- 
deed prepossessing in his appearance, was formerly a 
flaming minister, and, about six years since, was called, 
from the midst of a gracious revival in his charge, to 
take the presidency of one of our literaiy institutions, 
the duties of which, he has been filling till within the 
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last two or three weeks. He had now come to this city, 
intending to take the editorship of a political paper. 

Said Brother S , in view of this arrangement, 

^* What ! you, a minister, come to enter into politics, and 
I, a lawyer, have had to get out of them to save my 
soul." I knew nothing of these matters, however, till 
a subsequent interview, but O, how continuously am I 
assured that God does give me wisdom when I put my 
trust in him ! I think I had not been with this brother 
more than two minutes when, on ascertaining he was a 
minister, I said, " Brother, do you enjoy the witness of 
entire sanctification ? " He said he feared he was far 
from it, and knew not that he could speak with clear- 
ness of a state of justification. I observed that his case, 
in this regard, was not remarkable. If he had not, in 
obedience to God, been going on to entire holiness, he 
could not, of course, have been standing still, any more 
than the Israelites could have stood still after they were 
brought out of Egypt, and had journeyed forward to the 
borders of the promised land. The Lord would not let 
them stand still there ; they either had to obey and go 
forward, or go back ; and thus it must be with our- 
selves. From this moment his case was laid as a bur- 
den on my soul. He went to the Saturday night meet- 
ing, and became more deeply convicted of his need of 
inward purity. On the Sabbath, yet clearer light pen- 
etrated his soul. He told me he had lost his relish 
for preaching, and had not preached more than once or 
twice in a year ; but he went with me to my parish, 
(the city prison,) and labored there and preached at 
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N ^ on "Perfect love casteth out fear," in die 

evening. My heart was so burdened with his case, that 
I spent the night in wakefulness, in his behalf. 

I believe the Lord sends messages now through 
human agencies just as truly as in former days, and O, 
how pressed in spirit I was, until I had delivered the 
burden of my heart to this brother ! The result was, that 
he felt the message to be as the word of the Lord to him. 
The ,Spirit had dictated the message, and now carried 
it to his inmost heart. He felt, as I had believed, that 
a crisis of wonderful magnitude in his career had come. 
He wept in deep humility before God, and now says that 
his work is the ministiy. I believe it does us good not 
only to confess our faults before God, but before one 
another ; and, yesterday afternoon, at the meeting, this, 
brother made an humble confession, and he now feels 
that nothing less than the full baptism of the Holy 
Ghost can make him permanently what God intends he 
should be. 



I WONDER if Peter, John, James or any of the other 
apostles, had been called, after the day of Pentecost, to 
devote themselves to the cause of education, or to fill 
many a situation which clergymen now fill connected 
with dollars and ce»ts, whether they would not have 
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said, " It is not reason that we should leave the word of 
God and serve tables." Doubtless they would say, to 
their brethren of the laity, " Look ye out among you 
men of honest report, fall of the Holy Ghost and wisdom, 
whom we may appoint over this busiaess, but we will give 
ourselves continually to prayer and the ministry of the 
word." I feel quite sure that either Peter, James or 
John, while the freshness of their baptism was upon 
them, would have felt that they were coming down from 
the duties of their high vocation if any situation, how- 
ever eligible, had been offered not wholly connected 
with the ministry of the word. But we do not read 
that they ever lost the freshness of that baptism, and, 
from the subsequent tone of their writings, we may con- 
clude that such was even their devotion to their work 
that they would ever have felt that it was " 7iot reason " 
for them to leave the ministry of the word, for any 
other work. 

Were it now the order of the church that ministers of the 
present day should tarry at Jerusalem until endued with 
power from on high, by the reception of the full bap- 
tism of ttie Holy Ghost, and were the freshness of this 
baptism ever retained, what a different aspect would the 
church present ! Many more brethren, full of the Holy 
Ghost and wisdom, might be found to manage those 
matters which now take the attention of ministers, and 
far more effectual would be the labors of those men who 
should give themselves continually to prayer, and the 
ministry of the word. 

The reason why we do not now witness more of those 



Digitized by VjOOQLC 



ECONOMY OF SALVATION. 77 

The needfta baptism. Twice at the altar. " Shiloh la coma." 

remiarkable displays of grace which some think to be a 
peculiarity of apostolic days, is doubtless only because 
ministers and people do not feel that it is an imperious 
and divine injunction that they tarry at Jerusalem until 
they receive the baptism of the Holy Ghost 



dJomimiDtt of a Jm* 



Two or three evenings since, a Jew was converted at 
the altar of the church where we worship. He came for- 
ward two evenings. As I conversed with him on the 
first occasion, and would have told him how to trust in 
Christ, he said, " I do not understand." I endeavored 
to simplify, but he continued to say, " I cannot under- 
stand." " I came here," said he, " to confess that I 
now believe in Christ as the true Messiah." His expec- 
tation seemingly had not gone so far as to say, " I have 
found him pf whom Moses, in the law and the prophets, 
did write." The next evening, he came forward to 
espouse Christ as his personal Savior, and the Lord gra- 
ciously enabled him to call Jesus Lord by the Spirit. 
And most interestingly did he testify of it before a large 
congregation. He stands at the head of a company of 
inquirers who have, for some time past, been meeting to 
investigate in regard to a coming Shiloh. Now, he boldly 
testifies that Shiloh has come. He is very intelligent, 
and given to investigation. We do not doubt but that 
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the Lord is about to raise him up as a preax^her of right- 
eousness among his own people. I have learned that 
several of his inquiring friends were present at the time 
he went forward, and, from the altar, testified of his 
experimental knowledge of Christ as his Savior. One 
of the largest and most expensive synagogues in Amer- 
ica is within a few steps of this church ; and our pastor 
thinks that this is only the beginning of a work among 
our friends who have so long been looking for Shiloh to 
come. 



afltt toe tothm — J^ttS mi (Samaliel 



1 HAVE heard ijiy dear Dr. P. say, in speaking of 

the scholarship of Paul, that he was regarded as more 
than ordinarily favored because he sat at the feet of 
Gramaliel; but that the most obscure Christian has a 
Teacher with whom Gamaliel is not to be compared. 
The Christian sits at the feet of Jesus. Christ is his 
Teacher, and is ever, in love, saying to his pupil, 
" Learn of me.'* You say you have been taking some 
new lessons in trusting the Lord. I shall wait for your 
answer to this with much interest, expecting, of course, 
to learn the result of these new lessons in trvsting the 
Lord. I have also been taking some new lessons, of 
late, in the art of holy warfare. Blessed be the Cap- 
tain of my salvation. He does teach *' my hands to war, 
and my fingers to fight." 
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law pu jgiten tip JIU? gw, Jill 

A LADY, who by some might have been called a star in 
the fashionable world, was wholy sanctified last night. 
About three months since, she was converted. But, in 
looking upon her, and observing how light was grad- 
ually brought to her mind as she became better able to 
endure it, I thought of the Savior's words to his disci- 
ples, " I have many things to say unto you, but ye can- 
not bear them now." Her influence has been consider- 
able in view of the many who, more recently than her- 
self, have been brought to Christ ; and O, how I longed 
that she, in all things, might be an example to believ- 
ers ! She has, by degrees, been parting with her relics 
of worldliness, till I really hope that she has now parted 
with her last one. This one had given me uneasiness, 
and I asked her if she would not give it up. " I 
will," said she. Last night, she came to the social 
meeting, adorned as a woman professing godliness. 
Her appearance was not only lovely, but of good report 
as a follower of Jesus. As I noticed that this sister's 
last needless ornament was gone, it brought vividly to 
my recollection a scene in the history of Jacob and his 
household, where he was commanded to go up to 
Bethel, there to receive a renewal of the promises to 
himself and to his seed. Before going up, they were to 
put away all their household gods, and their earrings, 
and change their garments, and be clean. After they 
had made these preparations, Jacob took their household 
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gods, and their earrings, and hid them under an oak, 
doubtless with the intention that they should never — 
never — be again resumed. Thus prepared, they went up 
to Bethel, and most graciously did the Lord accept 
them, Jacob's name was changed to Israel, and the 
Lord renewed his covenant to him and his seed forever. 
And thus it was with this sister. She had searched out 
her last idol, and hid it. "Have you given up aZZ^" 
I asked. " Yes, ally^ she replied. " If you are indeed 
wholly given up, the Lord waits now to receive you 
wholly. He does not mean five minutes hence, but 
now.^^ " Now is the accepted time, behold, now is the 
day of salvation." She appropriated the promises, and 
was cleansed from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit. 
I had thrown my arm around her, as I stood conversing, 
and so great was the power resting upon her that her 
physical system began to give way, and she sunk under 

^* The orerwhelming power of saying grace." 



Wxt piuus Pistrws and It«* ^mmt 

A Catholic girl, of more than ordinary intelligence, 
was translated from the kingdom of darkness into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son, a few hours since. Christ 
manifested himself to her as her reconciled Savior while 
I was endeavoring to direct the eye of her faith. 
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Sweetly did the peace of God, which passeth all under- 
standing, take possession of her heart. She has been 
living with a dear friend of mine, who took her in as 
extra help in the hour of sickness. As the occasion 
passed by, she still kept her, for she perceived that 
the spirit of the Lord had begun to brood upon the 
chaos of her heart. Her zeal and sincerity seemed 
worthy of a better faith ; and, now that God sent her, in 
the order of his providence, where the light of truth 
shone upon her, she was not disobedient to the heavenly 
vision. But it was by a gradual process. And my 
friend acted upon the principle that she would sacrifice 
that which cost her something, and so, in the hope of 
securing the ultimate salvation of the girl, she still re- 
tained her, though she did not longer need her services. 
How do millions of this world's wealth sink into insigni- 
ficance in view of the salvation of one soul ! If this 
soul may be a star in the crown of my friend, the 
wealth of the richest kingdom on earth would be as 
dust in the balance compared with 'the gain of having 
saved a soul from death. The relation of mistress and 
servant involves higher responsibilities than many ima- 
gine. If every pious lady at the head of a household 
establishment should feel that the souls of those who 
are dependent on her care are as priceless as her own 
in the sight of God, would there not be greater sacrificen 
made for their spiritual benefit ? 
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^iinsg <!|hri8liatt8. 



** Who if there eren among you that would shut the doors for nooght ? Neith«r 
da ye kindle a fire on mine altar for nought." 

I AM thankful for the opportunity to say, that, if 
our friends should do much more toward sustain- 
ing the institutions of religion among themselves, it 
would do much towards bettering their spiritual condi- 
tion. The Bible makes it as much a duty to give 
according as God has prospered us, as it makes it our 
duty to pray. One reason why many are spiritually 
lean is, because they are so lean in their manner of 
giving. God gives, generally, in both spirituals and 
temporals, in about the proportion we give to others. 
" Give, and it shall be given you, good measure, pressed 
down, shaken together, and running over." Those 
who do not give gospel measure do not receive gospel 
measure. We ought to regard it at least as great a 
privilege to give as to receive. But why do I thus 
speak ? The Bible makes it greater. " It is more 
blessed to give than to receive." Yet this is a privilege 
of which our friends do not avail themselves 3> they 
ought. In the first place, if they have a church to 
build, or repair, instead of regarding it as a privilege 
to lay up specifically for that purpose, as David did, 
unwilling to sacrifice that which cost him nothing, some, 
I fear, would regard it as a privilege to have our city 
fiiends, by public subscriptions or private donations, 
pay off" the debt to the last cent. And, from the scanty 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



ECONOMY OF SALVATION. 88 



Scanty ministerial rapport. Costless oflerings. Qod's reproof. 



support that some of these give their minister, I have 
thought that they might feel themselves as so much in 
pocket if their minister might be sustained from abroad 
also. Certain it is, that it would be more comfortable for 
the feelings of their minister, who is sometimes left to feel 
as though he was receiviug his scanty support more as 
a dependent on the charities of his people, than as an 
ambassador from the court of heaven. In the days of 
the prophet Malachi, there were those who were dis- 
posed to sustain the institutions of religion in about the 
same way. They waited long, and in earnest entreaty, 
at God's altar. They were ready to sacrifice also, but 
it was not of that which cost them any thing. Have 
you not noticed how ready some people were to appro- 
priate to their minister that which they cannot turn in- 
to money? Well, just such offerers were those who 
waited at the altar in the days of this ancient prophet. 
And these would have had the prophet beseech God 
that he would be gracious unto them. But what does 
the Lord, by the mouth of the prophet, say ? " Who is 
there even among you that would shut the doors for 
nought ? Neither do ye kindle a fire on mine altar for 
nought ; 1 have no pleasure in you, saith the Lord of 
Host^, neither will I accept an offering at your hand.*' 
And when the blessing of the Lord is withheld from 
such a people, as it ever must be, how apt they are to 
suppose that it is for want of power with God in their 
minister ! But, though the most holy minister thst 
ever filled the sacred desk, or even Grabriel from the 
throne of God direct, should minister to such a people. 
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it were in vain to supplicate the blessing of God. God 
has pronounced a curse on those who oflFer polluted bread 
upon his altar. And who can minister blessings to 
those, upon whom God has pronounced curses, unless 
they will first repent and forsake their covetous 
practices ? 



'M15 is his d^hamt sd lonjg in coming?'' 



I AM thankful to learn that you ai'e, with such ardent 
longings, looking for a revival of religion. May the 
Lord give my dear brother the desire of his heart in 
seeing the church quickened, and in beholding repen- 
tant sinners brought home to Christ. To rejoice in this 
is to rejoice in the joy of Christ and of angels. It was 
the joy of Christ to see many sons brought to glory. 
Angels rejoice over one sinner that repenteth. 

I do not think that your heavenly Father will reprove 
you for your earnestness in this behalf. But " Ye have 
need of patience." 

Perhaps the chariot wheels are waiting in order that 
the church may be better prepared for the weighty 
responsibility that an ingathering to the fold of Christ 
ever imposes. Nursing fathers and paothers are as much 
needed in the family relation of heaven, as in the family 
relation of earth. How soon would the new-bom in- 
fant languish and die if it were not for the most car^fiil 
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and minute assiduities of those to whom it is entrusted ! 
Alas ! how often do babes, born into the kingdom of 
Christ, languish and die for want of the pains-taking 
assiduities of holy love ! 

For want of a holy, zealous membership, not unjfre- 
quently has much of the the fruit of a revival been lost. 
Though weight may have been added to the church in 
numbers, yet, in this, the church is not advantaged, un- 
less her membership, in their individual capacity, be as 
lights in the world. Every member who is not a light 
which may be safely followed, tarnishes her glory, and 
retards her triumphant march towards those higher re- 
gions of light and glory into which God intends that 
she shall, ere long, merge. 



d^hmth §w^rtg S^dfAmp»d. 



How much shall we give to relieve it ? 

I HAVE long felt that we are but stewards ; and, 
whether the Lord would have us appropriate means to 
sustain churches the financial condition of whose mem- 
bership requires that they should sustain themselves, 
and where the people are suflFering from penuriousness 
just as much as the church is sufiering from debt, has 
oAen placed me in embarrassing circumstances. Not to 
give when solicited is always a trial ; but to give to 
cnurches who want a cheap gospel is doing them no 
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favor, and is making me, in the eye of God, an unwise 
steward. Bather would I be in the place of the hea- 
then, who know not the gospel, than in the place of 
those who put so light an estimate upon it as to be 
unwilling to make sacrifices of time and money for its 
support. We have hundreds of calls for expenditures 

of both time and money in this city, of which our 

friends can know but little. The poor, from almost 
every lane and alley in our city, are calling for aid ; 
not only our own poor, but we have, as you know, 
an influx of the destitute from almost every nation 
under heaven. We have not only the churches where 
we worship to sustain, the most of which are largely in 
debt, but we sustain several mission stations, besides 
entertaining scores of calls from destitute portions of the 
land, where the church is breaking up new ground. 
To give, under circumstances of this sort, is blessed — 
fer more blessed than to receive. The one of whom 
you speak, who is reputed rich, is not rich according to 
the worldling's acceptation of that term. The reason 
why some have thought him rich is probably the fact 
that he endeavors to give according as the Lord pros- 
pers him ; that is, he does not increase his personal 
and domestic expenditures as his means increase, but 
economizes in these that he may give to the cause of 
Christ as God has prospered him. He who does not 
do this is not a Bible Christian in this regard. I know 
he gives one hundred dollars yearly to one foreign sta- 
tion alone, has done it for years past, and expects to do 
it, should the Lord spare him, for years to come. In 
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the church where he holds his own relation, he has 
probably paid two or three hundred dollars during the 
past year, while scores of other calls have made demands 

on his purse. But as to the church in , I think 

he would say that even one dollar is too much to give 
to a people who know the excellency of the gospel, but 
are unwilling to give of their own means for its sup- 
port. 



% lundrd and ^fiftg grflars and Wmhjt S^mh. 



The coupling of doUais and souls thus may look sin- 
gular, but, when the results of time ai*e summed up in 
the light of eternity, it will doubtless appear that they 
have often sustained a connection unthought of at the 
time. Shall I illustrate my meaning by an incident of 
recent occurrence ? 

Some time since, a missionary from a distant Indian 
settlement visited our city for the purpose of raising 
funds, to resuscitate a church edifice which had been 
well-nigh ruined by a freshet. The call was one which 
so evidently ought to be met, that no one doubted a ready 
response. Said one, belonging ih a church which, 
according to its means, had met a variety of calls 
with surprising promptness, "We have been doing so 
much for others that I fear we do not look sufficiently at 
home. An application will, of course, be maf*e to our 
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Board of Trustees for this object, but here is this, and 
the other church of our city, who has a membership 
able to buy us out fifty or a hundred times over. It is 
not reason that we shoidd so often be entertaining col- 
lections of this sort when there are churches so much 
more able to do it." About thus the matter stood, when 
the weary, worn missionary brother made application for 
a collection, as had been anticipated. " Your call ought 
to be met," said the one addressed, soothingly ; " but, 
brother, why do you not first go to churches far more 
able to give than ourselves ? " mentioning several such. 
The missionary replied, " I have been to these, but 
such are their own embarrassments that they can do 
nothing for me." One of these had just contracted a 
debt of seven hundred dollars for the fresco painting of 
its walls alone, beside other 4arge expenditures, amount- 
ing to four or five thousand dollars for matters perhaps 
equally important. Of course, he could not urge a col- 
lection under such embarrassments. " Come," said the 
person addressed, " if I can have any influence towards 
getting you a collection at our church, you shall have 
it." " Not many of the mighty or noble have been 
called among us, yet our people give nobly." " Hardly 
can I account for our ability to give as we do, only that 
the Lord blesses us in giving." " Indeed, I have re- 
garded our remarkable religious prosperity as connected 
with this matter." " We have no organ to be paid for, 
nor organist to pay, nor money to lay out for fresco 
painting, or other mere decorations." " But dollars with 
us look very small, when an expenditure of money may 
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tell on the salvation of souls. And since our more 
wealthy brethren cannot make up your deficiency, we 
take satisfaction in doing it." 

The collection being announced for the next Sabbath 
morning, the missionary came. The cloud of the 
divine presence rested down upon the congregation to 
an unusual degree. The people gave, because they had 
a mind to give. In a few moments, the one hundred 
and fifty dollars were announced, and more could as 
readily have been obtained had it been needful. 

** God will bless a people who give after this sort," 
said an individual present. And God did bless. That 
day, the work of revival, with which that church had, 
for months, been blessed, received a new impulse, and, 
ere its close, it was found that twelve souls had been con- 
verted. We well knew that we had merited nothing, 
and in humbleness of mind before God could only say, 
^^ Of thine own liave we given thee." But we felt, 
in our hearts, that the temple of Solomon could not have 
been more evidently blessed with tokens of the divine 
presence than our unadorned, yet commodious, temple 
had been on that day. When one said, at the close of 
the day, " Should we not have been losers had we re- 
fused that collection,— one hundred and fifty dollars 
and twelve souls ? " our hearts said, " Let us live and 
die with a people who have not so many artificial wants 
as to put up the bar against applications from necessitous 
churches." And inexpressibly glad were we that the 
woe of which Mr. Wesley speaks had not yet fallen 

8* 
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upon US, when rich men should become necessary to 
us. 

Should we not think our Quaker friends had lowered 
the dignity of their position if, in order to attract the at- 
tention of the more wealthy, they should deem it neces- 
sary to build churches with lofty spires, stained window- 
glass, and fresco paintings ? And, as an individual, I 
know that there aie those of other denominations who 
are looking down with pity upon us in view of the inno- 
vations of this description which are now coming in upon 
us. But, alas ! how prone we are to incline, with 
God's ancient, peculiar people, to say, " Make us a king 
that we may be like to the nations that are about us " ! 
God had designed that they should stand alone, and, by 
their exhibitions of glory and strength, attract the eyes 
of surrounding nations to them ; and how sadly did they 
mistake the mark in coming over to the usages of other 
nations instead of bringing other nations over to them ! 
What a coming down was this ! Said a lawyer, one oi 
the most intelligent and influential men residing in one 
of our large cities, " Our Methodist friends mistake the 
matter when they come down from their simplicity. 
I now and then get into one of their little social meet- 
ings to hear an old Methodist brother speak. I sup- 
pose some might call him illiterate ; but there is more 
divinity in one of his simple recitals of experience than 
in most of the sermons I hear." He then gave his 
views in regard to our departures from our well-known 
original simplicity in building and decorating churches, 
in language much as above expressed. May the Tx>rd 
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saye us from being influenced by the opinions of men 
who would have us build Methodist cathedrals^ and 
who refer us back to the temple of Solomon as a model 
for a place of Christian worship. 



a«tt " lattjgcr Mag " and " Sootier ^ag " tested. 



Experience is the best test. I am not fond of dis- 
cussion on the plain Bible doctrine of Christian holi- 
ness, — a doctrine which the Scriptures have made so 
plain that " the way-fiuing men, though fools, shall not 
err therein." To my mind, there seems to be a direct, 
and not a circuitous way of coming to the light on this, 
the crowning doctrine of the Bible, aad the most dis- 
tinctive doctrine of Methodism. " If any man will do 
his will, he shall know of the doctrine." If he does not 
do his will, and specifically seek to obey the command, 
^*Be ye holy," have we a Bible reason for believing 
that he does know of the doctrine ? And if he does not 
experimentally know of the doctrine, would it not be 
better for him to pause, and, either by the longer or 
the shorter way, come into the enjoyment of the wit- 
ness of this grace, as did the now sainted minister, who, 
as I am about to relate, fairly tried both the longer and 
the shorter ways ? 

Mr. C, when quite young as a minister, felt that he 
was called of God to be a man of clean hands and a pure 
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heart. He sought, with all his heart, this preparation 
for the duties of his holy calling, and quickly felt that the 
Holy Spirit bore witness with his spirit that the work 
was wrought. Shortly afterwards, being at a meeting in 
the old John St. Church in New York, he felt it his 
duty to confess that God had sanctified him wholly. 
He shrunk from the duty, and lost the blessing just as 
Fletcher did, and as hundreds of others have lost it 
since his day. 

He felt keenly his loss, and spoke of it with much 
regret, but did not regain it again till after the lapse of 
twenty years. During these twenty years, he never 
lost his deep interest in the subject, but sought it by 
fasting, prayer, and tears. .Fasting, prayers, and tears, 
are all good, and all helpful ; but they will not take the 
place of saving faith. One act of faith can raise the 
dead to life, and can do more for us than twenty years 
of groans and tears without it. " Without faith, it is 
impossible to please God." If ever any one effectually 
tried the longer way, this eminent minister of Christ 
did. I might give the results of this trial of twenty 
years more in detail, for he was my chosen friend, and I 
have rather a minute knowledge of the whole experi- 
ment ; but I forbear. Many of my dear brethren in 
Christ, who will read these lines, are already but too 
well acquainted with this oft-trodden and re-trodden 
ground to need a detailed account of what would be but 
a transcript of their own painful experiences. Suffice 
it to say, that this brother beloved in Christ resolved 
subsequently to try the " shorter way." 
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I was present, and well remember just how he came 
to make the resolve, and with what feelings and words 
he ventured to experiment on the shorter way. And,, 
before God, I adjure every minister of Christ to go and 
do likewise, if they shall find that the result of the 
experiment, in the case of my friend, proved it to be of 
God. 

Mr. C. was at the house of a Christian friend with 
whom he had, for a score of years, been conversant. 
The conversation turned, as it had often done before, on 
the subject of present and full salvation. The friend 
spoke of the fountain open in the house of David, — of 
the privilege of every sincere and earnest believer to 
plunge at once into this ever-open fountain. Mr. C. 
replied in a manner somewhat chilling for him to the 
heart of his ardent friend : 

" Sister, — I have a great veneration for the teachings 
of Mr. Wesley. No man, since the days of the apos- 
tles, has, in my opinion, come nearer inspiration than he. 
And Mr. Wesley says, ^ The soul is ofien more painfully 
convicted previous to receiving the blessing of sanctifi- 
cation than previous to receiving the blessing of justifi- 
cation.' It seems to me that I have never had those 
painful convictions that Mr. Wesley speaks of." Said 
his friend : 

'* Brother C, I have known you over twenty years, 
and seldom have I seen you but you have said something 
expressive of your painful convictions and your deep 
feeling on the subject of holiness. Now, suppose all 
the painful convictions of the past twenty years were 
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^red up within the compass of a few months^ would 
A these amount to painful convictions ? " 

" Indeed they would ! " he exclaimed. 

*^ Well, some are not convicted over a few months for 
this blessing, and others not over a few weeks. Now 
if all the feeling you have had on this subject were 
brought up within the compass of a few weeks, would it 
not be painful conviction ? " 

" O, it would indeed have been most painful ! " 

His friend then remarked, that many were not con- 
victed over a few days for this blessing, — that the light 
discovering inbred corruption burst suddenly upon them, 
"And now. Brother C, imagine what might be the 
amount of your pain if all the conviction you have had, 
during the past twenty years, were condensed within the 
compass of a few short days." 

His very nature shuddered at- the thought of what 
must be the poignancy of such long-continued feeling, 
if thus concentrated, and he fairly yielded the point. 

His friend, knowing that neither tears, earnestnoai^ 
nor conviction are our Savior, that Christ is the only 
Savior, and that one plunge into the open fountain can 
do more towards cleansing the soul from sin than rivers 
of tears, earnestly inquired, — 

" Brother C, if you knew you were going to die in two 
minutes, what would you do ? " 

" I would cast myself on the infinite merits of nay 
Savior ! " he quickly responded. 

•* Do you think he would save you ? " 
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*' Yes, /, even J, through his precious merits, woulu 
be saved ! " 

"What, from a« sin?" 
"Yes, 

*■ From off iniquity, from all 
He would my soul redeem.* ** 

*• What ! without any more conviction ? " exclaimed 
his friend. 

At this point, he manifested much emotion, and, 
amid tears and smiles, exclaimed : — 

^* O, sister, you have cornered me ! " He now saw 
where his error had been, in taking the " longer toay,'' 
when, in less than two minutes, he might, at any period 
during his earnest religious career, have cast himself 
wholly on the infinite merits of his Savior, and been 
saved at once from all sin. And, now that he perceived 
his error, he delayed not, but at once cast himself as 
folly and everlastingly on Christ as, perhaps, he would 
have done, if he had been about to take a leap into the 
eternal world. The moment he did this, he consciously 
realized that he was saved fully, and was enabled to 
testify that the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all sin. 

On the evening of that day, I heard him testify, 
before a large congregation, in one of our city churches, 
of the blessedness of the one and only way into the holiest 
— ^by virtue of a present and entire reliance on Christ. 
And is not this the present duty of every believer ? Does 
God leave it to our choice whether we will now obey the 
command — ^whether w e will now be holy or not ? Surely, 
brethren, it is not left optional with ourselves whether w« 
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take the longer or the shorter way. God commands 
iresent holiness. The early apostles did not need this 
grace more than ourselves. Our inefficiency from not 
having earlier obtained this grace will, I fear, tell in the 
loss of souls. Dear ambassador for Christ, how many 
more souls might you have been instrumental in saving, 
had you entered into the enjoyment of this grace when 
God first called you by his Spirit, saying, " Be ye clean 
that bear the vessels of the Lord " ! Would you not 
have been instrumental in saving more souls if you had 
been filled with the power of inward holiness ? What has 
become of these souls who might thus have been saved ? 
Is there not danger that God may require their blood at 
your hands ? Surely, you have already lingered quite 
too long. Redeem the time. If God says to you nowg 
" Be ye holy," he does not mean to-morrow. Opinionfi 
of men about a longer or a shorter way will furnish no 
excuse on points where the Bible is so clear. Hear 
Wesley, as he mingles Bible admonition and cogent 
argument : " Now, with God, one day is as a thousand 
years. It plainly follows, that the quantity of time is 
nothing to him. Centuries, years, months, days, hours, 
and moments, are exactly the same. Consequently, 
he can as well sanctify in a day after we are justified as 
in a hundred years. There is no difference at all un- 
less we suppose him to be one with ourselves. Accord- 
ingly, we see, in fact, that some of the most unquestion- 
able witnesses of sanctifying grace were sanctified witliin 
a few days after they were justified." — Wesley's Works, 
Vol. vii. p. 14. If these are fair deductions from scrip- 
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ture and experience, what is your state to-day before 
God ? And are you sure that some of these, who may 
have been following your example in not going over to 
possess this good land, may not have stumbled over you, 
and fallen to rise no more ? 



Ji ll^tiiral mag h mMM in |tt<rrg^ 



Yes, an unholy membership clogs the chariot wheels 
of the church, and prevents her aggressive movements. 
Unless a devoted, earnest membership undertakes to 
lead forth those who are newly-born to Zion, how im- 
likely are the new-bom babes to retain the ardors of 
their first love ! How soon does the world resume its 
hold on the heart ! and it is thus that the church is so 
much burdened with the spiritually dead. But on whom 
does the guilt lie ? Where may the blood of these 
souls be found ? Of whom will God require it ? 

O, indeed, an ingathering of precious lambs into the 
fold does bring vast responsibilities on the individual 
members of a church. I do not doubt but that it is 
often in mercy to the church that God does not hear her 
oft-repeated prayer for a revival. In view of this, it is 
no wonder that we are divinely admonished that "judg- 
ment must begin at the house of God." It is not sur- 
prising that the disciples were required to ^ait until 
endued with power from on high. 
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If the church is first filled with the spirit of Christ, 
and then^ by his constraining love^ is brought to feel a 
travail of soul for the perishing, with what carefulness 
will her members, thus constrained, watch over those 
born into the family of Christ through their instrumen- 
tality! Where a church is in such a case, nursing 
Others and mothers are not wanting. 

If the church is ready for her increased responsibility, 
I do not doubt, my dear brother, that you will soon 
see the enlarged — ^^the almost impatient desire" of 
your heart granted. If the church is not ready, I pray 
you, for the Lord's sake, be instant, in season and out^ 
of season, in pleading with her, and with God in her 
behalf, that she prepare herself for the work of soul- 
saving. 

Tell her that God waits to endue her with power 
from on high. Tell her that, if she would be thus 
endued, she must toait specifically before God in this 
behalf as did the early disciples. After they had seen 
three thousand pricked to the heart in one day, however, 
I presume they did not think that the time they had 
sp^it in waiting to be endued with power had been lost. 
Perhaps some of them might have been impatient, but 
they waited, and the power came. So will it be with the 
church in the present day. 

Let the church get in readiness, and then show hdr 
readiness by laboring for and with souls, and more may 
be done by her, in a prepared state, in one week, than 
might before have been accomplished by the labor oi 
months. 
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I pray that the Lord may give you grace to continiie 
earnest in effort for the salvation of sinners. And may 
he also empower you for yet greater faithfulness to the 
church by way of arousing her to a sense of her respon- 
sibilities, for, with her, I do not doubt, rests the question, 
whether God shall work mightily among you in the 
awakening and conversion of sinners. 



Ia«t iap 0| iiskp iddittjg; 



I SUPPOSE the first point in the character of our late 
venerable Hedding to strike even a casual observer 
would be, his perfect simplicity of character — ^his evi- 
dent oneness of purpose. If his deep piety had not 
marked him for a leading spirit in the circles of piety, 
his excellent common sense, and the ingenuousness of 
his affectionate heart, would have drawn aroimd him a 
circle of honest hearts, ready to acknowledge him as 
thieir unaspiring leader. What some may speak of as 
his native dignity, was, to my mind, the offspring of this 
p^fect ingenuousness. Religiously and morally, he 
v^as transparent. Who ever heard of Bishop H. being 
accused of disguised motives ? 

His heart seemed ever as a deep well-spring, whose 
g^hings forth were spontaneous issues of ** Peace upon 
earth and good will towards men." I do not doubt 
that^ from, an early period in his religious career, he w^ufi 
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wholly sanctified to God. Several weeks before his 
departure for heaven, — ^the bishop wishing to have Dr. 
P's professional services, — we went to Poughkeepsie to 
see him. During our visit, he detailed his early experi- 
ence, his call to the ministry and subsequent passages of 
his life. When he set out as a seeker of salvation, he 
sought with all his heart. His readiness in obeying the 
call of the Spirit, his marked and thorough conversion, 
and his prompt obedience to the monitions of the Spirit in 
relation to preaching the gospel, remind one forcibly 
of the early apostles, who, at the call of the Savior, 
** immediately forsook all, and followed him." After 
he became a new creature in Christ Jesus, he appears 
to have been conscious of no mental reservations in the 
service of God. He had learned that there was no way 
to retain a state of freedom from condemnation but by 
carefully following the Holy Spirit. From his obser- 
vations on this occasion, I am confident he had no sym- 
pathy with those low views of justification which lead 
some who profess this attainment to imagine that they 
can indulge in conscious reservations on various points 
in duty, because they only profess justification. I do 
not remember to have noticed a more marked observance 
and readiness in following the monitions of the spirit 
without conferring with flesh and blood, than in the case 
of Bishop H. I do not doubt but that it was attributa- 
ble to this that he very early, and perhaps almost im- 
perceptibly, was ushered into the enjoyment of perfect 
love. That he loved God with all his heart, he over 
and again affirmed during this conversation. And if to 
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profess to love God with all the heart is to profess per- 
fect love, then Bishop H. was indeed a witness of perfect 
love. He also observed that he had long loved the Lord 
thus, — ^that he did not know that he could speak of a 
time, since he commenced his religious Hfe, but he had 
felt that the service of God was his chief delight, and 
he had loved the Lord better than any other object. 
But he did not find, in getting to a state where he loved 
the Lord with all his heart, that he had arrived at a 
point at which he might pause. His course was steadily 
onward. As he, on this occasion, was remembering the 
way by which the Lord had brought him, his eyes often 
filled with tears, and his inmost heart seemed penetrated 
with the love and the condescension of Christ. With ti 
vividness of conception which I have seldom if evei 
known equalled, he dwelt upon the deep depravity of 
the unrenewed heart, the odiousness of sin, the need of 
the atonement, and its infinite efficiency. O, with what 
loathing he looked upon self in all its forms apart tiom 
th^ renewings of grace ! His spiritual altitude waa well 
expressed in the words — 

" I loathe myself when Ood I see, 
And into nothing fall, 
Content if thou exalted be. 
And Christ be otf in aU.>* 

"He related the incidents of his first serious attack, 
when suddenly deprived of speech, and threatened with 
immediate dissolution without scarce a moment's warn- 
ing. His perfect composure of mind, and his happy 
consciousness of entire trust and rest in Christ, Ha 

9» 
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regarded as a blessed dispensation of grace to help in 
time of need. Though his speech returned, and he 
recovered from the severity of this attack, yet he never 
regained his former state of health. From this period 
he became, for most of the time, a great sufferer. 
Said he to Mrs. H., " I bear great burdens ; " but 
then again he would speak of the supports of grace as 
fiu: outweighing all. Said Mrs. H. to me, " Though he 
suffered so severely and so long, yet never did I, during 
his illness, hear an impatient word, or a murmur of 
complaint." 

He remarked to us that, for weeks subsequent to his first 
attack, he was so kept from the power of the adversary that 
Satan was not permitted to approach him with a single 
temptation. As a veteran on the Christian battle-field, 
he seemed to have fought his last battle with the tempt- 
er, and all seemed about to be hushed in eternal peace, 
when suddenly the tempter made an onset more terrible 
than may be described. To use his own words, it " baf- 
fled description ; " and, for malignity, subtlety and po'vwer, 
was fer beyond any thing he had ever endured. It 
seemed as if Satan had mustered his forces to wrest from 
him the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God. 
He observed, " Of all the acute reasonings of the most 
subtle and refined infidel writers, never have I met with 
any thing, which would compare with the awful sugges- 
tions of this occasion." The shafts of Satan were lev- 
elled against his repose in the promises, the authenticity 
of the word of God, and the entire scheme of man*s 
redemption through Christ. Well, the conflict was 
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with a man. of God, and it is not surprising that the 
adversary should have mustered the spirits most daring 
in fiendish subtlety of all in hell for the last conflict 
with one who had so long been a prominent leader of 
( jod's saci-amental hosts. After this, Satan seemed to 
leave him to imdisturbed repose in Christ. 

The tests of the graces of the Spirit were constant and 
severe. But all the fruits of the Spirit he appeared to 
possess in perfect maturity, so that I do not doubt but 
that he was perfect and entire, wanting nothing. To 
him the sting of death was gone. Said he to my hus- 
band, with a cheerful air, " Doctor, I thiifk I am liable 
to be taken suddenly, perhaps without a moment's warn- 
ing ; you may, perhaps, think me hypochondriacal, but do 
you not think so ?" My husband assured him that he 
was wholly with him in opinion in regard to his expos- 
ure to instant death, and he received the additional con- 
firmation with as much happy composure as if he had 
been told that he was likely to live and labor a score of 
years. I observed great gentleness of manner, and 
exceeding carefulness about the comfort of others, as 
though he would lighten their burdens to the last iota 
that his physical ability would allow. He sat at table 
with us, and though, from asthmatic oppression, it was 
difficult for him to converse, yet he could not have been 
unconscious of the satisfaction he was imparting ; and 
such was the power of the gracious words that fell firom 
his Hps, that he doubtless still found it more blessed to 
give than to receive. Never shall I forget the chastened 
heavenly exhilaration of his manner on this occasion. 
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Truly did he seem to be filled with all goodness. 
Neither can I forget his fervent apostolic benediction^ 
" God bless you ! " We parted with some hope of 
again meetmg on earth. Soon after our return home, 
Mrs. Hedding concluded a letter to us, by saying, " Mr. 
H. enjoys great composure of mind, and, as he often says 

^ When pain o'er my weak flesh preTBils, 
With lamb-like patience arm my breaat,* 

SO it evidently is with him. But O, the thought of that 
hour when I shall hear his voice no more ! Then my 
soul shall put its trust in Grod, and * under the shadow 
of his wings will I make my refuge.' " 

Well, that solemn hour has come, and the bereaved 
companion of our Elijah, whom the heavens have received, 
is left in widowhood. May the prayers of a bereaved 
church be answered in her behalf. 



Jit $adi«h Jiarnua. 



I DO not doubt that our God has wrought in you a 
willingness to do his will. Yet I fear that, in one prom- 
inent regard, you may not be a worker together with 
God. He has brought you into a position where he no 
longer leaves it optional with yourself whether you will 
believe. I would not trespass on your time by vain 
repetitions, yet I must say, though it be but a reiteration 
of sentiments urged on other occasions, that you nave 
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now come to a point, in your heavenward journey, from 
which you may not recede. The Israelites came to such 
a point. Led onward by the hand of God, until the 
borders of the promised land were reached, it was not 
left to their choice whether they would go over and pos- 
sess the land. God commanded them to go over, assur- 
ing them that he would save them from the hand of 
their enemies ; but, " they believed not God, and trusted 
not in his salvation." 



Wm 0nlg 4|0undEti0tt 4 ^fkitk 



If, from the time you were -first empowered to be- 
lieve, after having been enabled, by the Holy Spirit, to 
offer yourself a living sacrifice to God through Christ, 
you had taken the word of God as the foundation of 
your feith, and, like Abraham, journeyed onward, tak- 
ing the word as expressly the voice of the Spirit, an 
established state of experience had long since been yours. 
I would not chide ; but, surely, the ways of the Lord 
are equal. " If ye will not believe, surely ye shall not be 
established." Does not this imply fiiult on the part of 
man ? Surely, God would not thus reprove, unless he 
had given a foundation for your faith, which may be 
readily ascertained by the most unsophisticated mind, 
and also had given the ability to believe. Did the 
Israelites need more than the word of God to assure 
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them that, in the event of their going over to possess 
the land, they should be saved from the hand of their 
enemies ? God had pledged his eternal veracity to do 
this for them and it was their sin that they did not 
obediently go over, relying on his immutable word. 
Imagine that they had stood at this point, pleading for 
some tangible or sensible demonstration beyond, or in 
any way apart from, the word. Do you not think their 
pleadings would have been worse than in vain ? "Would 
not our God, " the same yesterday, to-dajr, and forever," 
have said, " No sign shall be given " ? 



SFk ^Mmm. 



Did you ever contemplate the case of the nobleman 
who said, " Sir, come down ere my child die " ? Why 
did the Savior so reprovingly say to him, " Except ye 
see signs and wonders, ye will not believe " ? What 
sign or wonder had the man asked other than that he 
required the Savior to go down instead of saying, with 
the centurion, " Speak but the word^^ etc. ? The centu- 
rion magnified the word of the Lord, and made it hon- 
orable, and the Savior, well pleased, commends his faith, 
and readily fulfils his desire. Had the nobleman been 
willing to take the bare word of Christ for the recovery 
of his son, he had not been so signally rebuked. Yet 
it was in vain that he yet again, in his earnest impoi tu- 
nity, said, ** Come down." The Savior, unalterable 
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in his purpose, and unyielding in his requirement of 
£iith on the part of his petitioner, commands him, 
" Go ! " giving him his word alone in which to trust as 
the wherefore or authority for his fedth. " Go, thy son 
liveth," is all that the Savior said. Neither his per- 
emptoriness, nor his impoitunity, nor the dignity of a 
nobleman's position among men, induced the Savior to 
change his purpose. Suppose he had lingered as you 
have done, yielding to a desire for some internal or 
external manifestation before he consented to believe 
Christ, and had not^ obediently gone his way trusting in 
the word that Jesus had spoken, would not his linger- 
ing have been worse than in vain ? for he had then been 
guilty, not only of doubting the word of Jesus, but of 
disobeying also, by lingering in his beseeching attitude, 
after Christ had not only said to him, ^^ Thy son liveth," 
but had also, at the same time, commanded him to 
"Go!" The nobleman's son would doubtless have 
died, had he not obeyed God and gone his way at the 
colI^nand, trusting for the foMlment of Christ's word. 
And thus have you, my brother, long stood ; yet shall 
I, in all humility, tell you what has long been the con- 
firmed sentiment of my heart in regard to you ? Lei 
me then say, that neither your earnest importunity, n9r 
the dignity of your position in the church of Christ, nor 
any thing which may propose itself to your mind as a 
reason, will induce our God, who changeth not, to give ^ 
you the witness of entire sanctification, until you believe 
his word ; for it is only " he that believeth " that " hath 
the witness in himself." 
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The Holy Spirit has begotten earnest desires in the 
heart of my brother for an indwelling Christ. The 
Scriptures declare it your privilege to know that Christ 
dwells in your heart. But here the requisition for 
faith again meets you. " That Christ may dwell in your 
heart by faiths'* Eph. 3 : 17. You are commanded not 
to say, in your heart, " Who shall ascend into heaven to 
bring Christ down from above, or who shall descend 
into the deep, that is, to bring Christ up#again fi^om the 
dead ; but what saith it ? The word is nigh thee, even 
in thy mouth, and in thy heart, that is, the word of 
faith," &c. Here the word is personified, as though it 
were Christ himself speaking. And do you really re- 
ceive the written word as though it were indeed the 
voice of Christ speaking in your inmost soul, or are you 
looking for some sign or wonder, saying in your heart, 
as did the nobleman, ^* Come down '* ? If so, I think 
our unchangeable Lord will say to you, " No sign shall 
be given but that which has already been given.'* I. 
hope I may not seem severe. I dare /.ot write other 
than the honest convictions of my mind a^-id I believe 
also you do npt wish me to do otherwi^*;. 
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You speak of " the time appointed of the Father," by 
way of favoring the idea that there may be, by divine 
appointment, a needs-be for your partial bondage. You 
acknowledge that it is your unbelief that keeps you in 
this state. If unbelief is a sin, it cannot be for the glory 
of God that any man continue therein. You are kept, as 
you intimate, rather as a servant than as a son. But 
now, as the fulness of time has already come, it surely 
would be far more to the glory of God if now, through 
your Redeemer, you should claim your adoption as a 
son, and assert your right as an inheritor of the promises 
by which you are made a partaker of the divine nature. 
Would it not have been more for the glory of God if, 
years since, you had claimed your full privilege as an heir 
of God ? Scores more might have believed through your 
testimony, if, in presenting Christ as a Savior from all sin, 
you had, in unwavering confidence, been able to say, ** 1 
speak that which I do know, and testify of that which I 
have seen." 



As a minister, you are placed in a position where the 
people are admonished to follow your fedth. From the 
tone of your remarks, I have no doubt that you now 
comply with the conditions upon which entire sanctifica- 

10 
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tion is promised. You, long since, bade adieu to the 
spirit of the world, and separated yourself wholly to the 
service of Christ. The promise, " I will receive you," 
now sounds forth from the word as the voice of God to 
you. Have you not often, in the words of the poet^ 
acknowledged before God 

" T cannot wash my heart 
Bat by believing thee *>? 

You cannot cleanse yourself from all filthiness of the 
flesh and spirit until you appropriate the promises. O^ 
" believe God ; so shall ye prosper ; believe, so 
shall ye be established." Yes, established ; " for we, 
who believe, do enter into rest." Christ, at this mo- 
ment, is in your heart, working in you. These intense 
breathings after conformity to his image, so long con- 
tinued, as8m*e you of his indwelling — ^hie continuous 
workings. You want inward purity ; and, in answer to 
this divinely inspired petition, he now says to you, " I 
will ; be thou clean." Now Christ is speaking ; and, 
surely, he can mean no other time than now. " Now is 
the accepted time." O, I trust you are now listening to 
his inward voice, and not saying, in your heart, lo 
here ! or lo there I for the kingdom of God is within 
you. 

What you say about your house, as swept and 
garnished, is encouraging. K you have been emptied 
of sin and self, it is because your Lord and Savior has 
been at work within, turning out the buyers and sellers, 
and thus preparing your heart for his constant indwel- 
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ling. He knows you cannot work in yoxirself that 
which is well pleasing in his sight ; he, therefore, pur- 
poses to work in you. Do suggestions arise in regard to 
the identical moment when he will thus work in you ? 
If you will listen, you may now hear him inwardly say- 
ing " Lo, I am thy salvation " ! Are you saying I can- 
not yet believe because I do not feel as yet any special 
change ? Neither will you feel this special change until 
you really, in heart, believe, without making any con 
ditions with the Lord in regard to your feelings. The 
feelings you desire are the fruit of faith, and cannot 
precede it. Can you not now trust your Savior for pres- 
ent and continuous salvation irrespective of frames and 
feelings? To illustrate my meaning more fiilly, and 
furnish a clew to your diiEculty in regai^ to faith, which 
" is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of 
Aings'not seen," please allow me to narrate an item of 

MY EXPEEIENCE. 

It has been about eighteen years since I began to live 
in a state of continuous trust, — depending on Christ 
every moment as my present indwelling Savior. Never, 
previous to my coming into this state of continuous reli- 
ance, did I have such keen perceptions of my absolute 
need of the atonement. O, what a deep and abiding 
consciousness have I every moment had of my need of 
Christ as a Savior 1 Yet I do not presume to claim this 
grace of present salvation from all sin, on the ground 
that I have never erred since the hour I first received 
this precious gift. I would rather present the matter 
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thus. Since the moment that I first laid all upon the 
altar, I believe I have never removed the gift from off 
the altar. Through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
momentarily meted out in supplies suited to my neces- 
sities, I have been kept by the power of God through 
faith, constantly apprehending Christ as my full Savior. 
I have not, since that hallowed hour, seen the moment 
but I had rather die than knowingly offend God. Yes, 
I do believe that I have kept all upon the altai', and not 
because of the worthiness of the offerer, or the greatness 
of the gifts, but because of the infinite merits of Christ, 
the offering has been in a state of continuous acceptance. 
God, the searcher of my heart, knows that he is the 
supreme object of my affections. Is not this loving 
God with all the heart ; or rather, is it not what the 
Bible terms perfect love ? *' Love is the fulfilling of the 
law." David speaks of the blessedness of the man to 
whom the Lord will not impute sin. Who is that man, 
but the one who, with a sincere intention, and with an 
aim to which every earthly consideration is subservient, 
endeavors to please God in all things, yet trusting 
wholly in Christ, conscious that his best endeavors can 
only be acceptable to God through the all-cleansing 
blood ? O, is not this the man to whom the Lord will 
not impute sin? Why not? Because the blood of 
Jesus cleanseth — ^not that it can or will cleanse, but 
cleanseth — cleanseth now. Such blessedness, I trust, is 
now the heritage of my dear brother. 
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YoTJ quote the passage, " To as many as received 
him, to them gave he power to become the sons of God, 
even to as many as believed on his name." Are you care- 
ful to mark how you are met, at every point, by the reqm- 
sition — FAITH ? " Even to as many as believed on his 
name." Yet here I must pause. Am I talking to my 
dear Doctor H. as though he were not appropriating that 
class of promises which ensures adoption f Though 
your letter favors the intimation, yet I dare not think 
you would grieve your heavenly Father so much as to 
regard yourself as a servant rather than a son, after all 
the gracious assurances you have received that you are, 
and have long been, his child, " through ^ai^A in Christ 
Jesus." The adversary would fain keep you ever in the 
act of laying the foundation of your faith. Alas ! how 
much does he gain, if he can keep us toiling among the 
first principles of the doctrine of Christ, instead of leav- 
ing them, and going on to perfection ? Ah ! these end- 
less doubtings ! How unlikely is such a one to be rooted, 
and grounded, and built up in our most holy faith ! O . 
I long that my dear brother be rooted and grounded in 
love ! O, that you may now resolve never more to give 
the enemy the advantage of an if, in regard to the love of 
Go^ to you as his own dear child, and, as such, an heir 
of God, and an inheritor of all the exceeding great and 
precious promises ! 

It was not a small thing that the Lord had done for 

10* 
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his coYcnant people^ in bringing them out of Egyptian 
bondage. The evidences of his abiding love and contin- 
ued presence, were being ceaselessly demonstrated by 
the maimer in which they were being guided onward 
and sustained. The cloud by day, and the pillar of 
fire by nighty also the manna, descending daily from 
heaven, were ever-speaking tokens of the Almighty's 
love, and his continuous workings in their midst ; it was, 
therefore, their sinful questioning, " Is Gbd among us ? " 
which was exceedingly displeasing to God, and wa& 
signally punished. Dear brother, do not sin after the 
same similitude. God is with us. He is ever giving 
you tokens of love, and his continuous workings within 
you, and in your behalf, are ever-speaking assurances of 
his favor toward you as his child. You know the love 
of God ; yet this is not enough. It is by knowing and 
believing the love of Christ. ^^ Herein is our love made 
yerfecU^^ 



O, I AM sure, if the blessed Savior should now say 
to you, as to a disciple of former days, " Dost thou now 
believe ? you would not dare say. No ! Surely, in view 
of the faith of which you have already been made tke 
recipient, you would not withhold the glory due to his 
name. The Author and Finisher of your faith is now 
waiting to hear the confession of your mouth. O, give 
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to God the glory due to his name; Angels in heaven, 
sdnts on earth, and the spirits of the just made perfect, 
now disembodied, love to hear God praised for his won- 
derful works. You are *' compassed about bjr a cloud 
of witnesses." Shall they now hear an acknowledgment 
of your faith? In heart, you now believe, and, with 
your lips, I trust, will, from this time henceforth, un- 
waveringly say : 

" Faith in thj name ihoa eeest I baTe, 
For thoa that Ikith hast vrouf^t; 
Dead souls thou callest from the graye, 
And speakest wotidB fhmi nous^t. 
The thing surpaMes aJl my ihou^t, 
Tet fidthftd is my Lord ; 
Throu^ unbelief I stagger not, 
For God hath spoke the word. 
'Tis done, thou dost this moment saTe, 
With foil lalration bless ; 
Redemption through thy blood I hare, 
And spotless loTe and peace." 



We are made partakers of Christ, if we hold fast the 
beginning of our confidence stead&st imto the end. Do 
you observe the condition ? — ^If we " hddfaMy^ steadfast. 
Why the necessity of holding fast, with such a steadfast 
unyielding grasp on faith, if there were not a mighty 
power ceaseless in effort to wrest it from us, and also if 
tremendous consequences were not pending as the result 
of loosmg that grasp ? O, how glad I am that I resolved 
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never to imloose my hold on faith^ though I might be 
called to my death struggle . in retaining it ! O^ my 
brother ! in the strength of the Lord, fix some guards to 
your fsdth. Let there be a hedge about it, which may 
never be overleaped. Know, if you draw back, or by 
any means get out of this hedge, God tHII have no pleas- 
ure in you. ** Now the just shall live by fidth ; but, 
if any man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure 
in him.** Many indulge in waverings to such a degree 
that you seldom know where to find them. One day, 
you may find them in a high state of emotion, profess- 
ing fdth in Christ as their full Savior, and, on another, 
wavering and dispirited. It is because their fsiith de- 
pends on the state of their emotions, rather than on the 
faithfulness of God. Such a profession dishonors God, 
and it is only the self-induced consequences of such a 
course that those who do thus are driven about, and 
tossed as a wave of the sea, and do not receive any thing 
from the hand of the Lord. 



YoTT may get to a point beyond wavering ; a point m 
the life of fidth from which you may never indulge a 
temptation to retreat. I trust many of the redeemed 
have reached this point on their way, in returning to 
Zion. Some, I know, have ; and have not, for years, 
indulged a doubt. Glory be to God in the highest I 
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You may step directly up to this point now, my brother. 
Come ; and may the Lord help you while, in answer to 
his holy bidding, I show you the way. First, let this 
question be forever settled. Do you now believe ? Pause 
and settle this question, so that you, hereafter, regard it 
as a matter never more to be touched. God cannot be 
unfaithful. It is only for you to know that you com- 
ply with the condition upon which he promises this 
blessing of salvation from all sin to know that he, ai 
that moment, fuLSIs the promise to you. So long as 
you are empowered by the Holy Spirit to offer your 
self a living sacrifice to God through Christ, so long you 
may know that the offering is holy and acceptable. God 
has said so, and to doubt it, (even though it may be 
from the plausible pretext furnished by your own 
unworthiness,) is a sin. It is doubting God ; and *^ He 
that believeth not maketh God a liar." Awful alterna- 
tive ! My brother, are you not now beyond the point of 
wavering? 



1 AWOKE, at an early hour this morning, with the 
question, " Wilt thou be made whole ? " It seemed as 
though the Holy Spirit was proposing the inquiry to me, 
in order that I might propose it to another. Surely, this 
question implies the necessity of the hearty assent of the 
will, on the part of the afflicted, to be made whole. 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



118 ILLUSTEATION8 OF THE 

Th0 patlMit miMt oonmat to a <m». Moiawcholy fmbodii^. The Oonfbrter 

The process must he submitted to, by which the 
heavenly Healer proffers to effisct the cure. But I have 
neither time, nor inclination, just now, to discuss doc- 
trinal points. And your mental anguish, and your posi- 
tion as a theologian, alike remind me that it would be 
uncalled for, and in ill taste. 

But I hope you will forgive me when I say, I fear 
you do wrong in refusing to be comforted. It was not 
one of the New Testament saints that said, ** I will go 
down to the grave, weeping." Your affliction is keen, 
and your natural sensibilities are acute ; but you would 
not have us infer that the God of all consolation has not 
a rCTiedy precisely suited to the necessities of your con- 
dition. My very heart groaned when I read, " I cannot 
hope that the little which remains to me of life, will 
suffice to make me whole ! I feel that I am shut up to 
one unbroken scene of anguish and tears, for the rest 
of my life. * My tears have been my meat day and 
night, while they continually say unto me. Where is thy 
God ? * '* Is this, my brother, the language of one, whose 
heart has long been the abode of the Sanctifier ? Has not 
the Comforter come, to abide with you forever ? Surely, 
we are witnesses of these things, and so, also, is the Holy 
Ghost, which God hath given to them that obey him. 

The HcJy Spirit, which is the Comforter, has come. 
He has taken up his abode in your heart. The love of 
Gk)d shed abroad in your heart, and other fruits o£ the 
Spirit so abundantly bestowed, prove his indwelling. 
The Comforter proposes consolation, but you refuse the 
pn^red grace, and ssqt, that you will ^o down to fthe 
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graye mourning for your son. Is this right ? Do you 
not grieve the Holy Spirit? That you should have 
tribulation is not surprising ; otherwise, how could you 
know how to minister << comfort to them which are in 
any trouble, by the comfort wherewith you yourself are 
comforted of God " ? 

O, my dear brother ! why do you not, in the name of 
the Lord, resist the tempter, when he says, " Where is 
thy God " ? The least in the kingdom of heaven is 
greater than John the Baptist ; and, if David had enjoyed 
the light and glory of the Spirit's dispensation, would 
he have uttered such an exclamation ? When the Savior 
says- to his disciples, " It is expedient for you that I go 
away, for, if I go not away, the Comforter will not come 
unto you,'' does not his language imply an obligation, 
on the part of every believer, to prove and testify of the 
oonsoUng influences of the Comforter ? The Israelites 
tempted the Lord when they said, " Is the Lord among 
lis ? " And when the tempter says, " Where is thy 
God ? " and we yield to repeated questionings of this 
sort, are we not sinning aiier the same similitude ? 
• I hope you will not think me wanting in sympathy. 
The Lord knows that he has given me sensibilities which 
are keen. And, before the Comforter came to abide in 
my heart, O, how acutely did I suffer the pangs of 
bereavement ! But O, how have nature's ties been re 
peatedly riven ! Twice were we written childless ; our 
two eldest boys being removed by death. And yet again 
did death enter our dwelling : a dear little daughter, one 
of the most lovely and beautiful beings my eyes ever 
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beheld^ was taken away with a stroke. Through grace, 
we were kept from chargmg Grod foolishly in this third 
and most painful visitation. We knew that the Judge 
of all the earth would do right. 

So keenly did we feel the infliction^ that we dared not 
let it pass without the designed improvement. So sure 
were we that our heavenly Father would not permit 
such a signal affliction to befall us without intending that 
some signal good should be accomplished, that we were 
in haste to learn the lessons which Infinite Love would 
communicate ; well assured that '^ He doth not afflict 
willingly, nor grieve the children of men." And we 
feared a severer infliction in case this did not accomplish 
the purpose whereunto it was sent. I believe it was the 
design of God, that the death of that lovely child should 
be made the occasion of the spiritual life of many. 

There is danger of what the Bible terms " overmuch 
sarrotv.** And ludess we are careful to keep within the 
guards of grace, we may be swallowed up of this sorrow. 
We saw our danger, and turned our stricken hearts and 
our weeping eyes away to the Comforter. We looked 
away from the grave ; for " the sorrow of this world 
worketh death." We felt that we could not, without 
involving guilt, enfeeble our physical and mental ener- 
gies by looking into the grave. And, now that our loved 
one was beyond our care, we felt that it was due that 
the energies which might have been more exclusively 
devoted to the loved object, should be rendered diffusive, 
and directed to other channels, where they might flow 
abroad in streams of spiritual life to multitudes. 
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' Thus saith the Lord, Stand ye in the ways, and see, and ask fbr the old paths, 
where is the good way, and walk therein."«~THS wokd of God. 

There is nothing new in religion. With the Apoca- 
lypse the volume of revelation closes. " If any man 
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto him the 
plagues that are written in this book ; and if any man 
shall take away from the words of this book, God shall 
take away his part out of the book of life, and out of 
the holy city, and from the things which are written in 
this book." Any spiritual manifestation which may not, 
in ail its aspects, consist with the imkten tuord of God, is 
questionable. Never can the soul be brought into a 
higher state than that for which an explicit, " Thus saith 
the Lord," may be given. It is an inspiring thought, 
that the Bible only sets boundaries to the attainments 
of the believer, such as may be inferred from the exceed- 
ing greatness of God's power, and the riches of his 
grace. But the exceeding greatness of God's power, 
and the riches of his grace, may only be known by the 
revelation he has given of them in his ivritten word* 
Says one, " In remarking thus, you do not give sufficient 
prominence to the doctrine of the Holy Spirit. Living, 
as we do, under the dispensation of the Spirit, are 
we not warranted in the conclusion that we are beinf 
led into all truth when we submit ourselves wholly 
to his dictations?" No! Apart ixom. the instructions 

of the written word, we may not expect to be thu^ 
11 
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directed. For the Bible is expressly the voice of the Spirit. 
Neither do the Scriptures favor any thing mystical in re- 
ligion. Refined sentimentalism, or any thing that the 
common mind, imbued with the spirit of Christ, may not 
readily apprehend, should surely be avoided ; for, by the 
most unsophisticated may these old paths be found. And 
so undeviatingly may be the onward step even of the 
humble intellect that the wayfaring man, though a fool, 
need not err therein. " No prophecy of the Scripture 
is of any private interpretation." The Holy Spirit, 
through Peter, speaks of this open, free access to truth as 
a xnaXtevJirst in importance ; " Knowing this^r^." Let 
us not, then, by the relation of mystical experiences, 
favor the idea that new light, revealing a higher state 
than that given in -the old Bible landmarks, has been 
revealed to us. The Bible speaks of no third state, 
higher than a state of holiness ; it only admonishes us to 
go on, '^ jyerfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord." 

Says an inquirer, " Is not God ever making further 
revelations of his mind by the developments of experi- 
ence which we witness in his progressive workings, in 
the hearts of the eminently pious ? " With my eye on 
that word, which God has magnified above all his name, 
I answer. No. Nothing reliable can be gathered thu«j. 
Otherwise, the volume of revelation is not closed. New 
revelations, with these new developments in experience, 
are, upon this supposition, continually being made. 
Then let us not encourage in others, nor seek for our- 
selves, any experience, however specious, for which an 
explicit reason from the Bible may not be given. Let 
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US, who profess to have found the old paths — the 
highway of holiness, be careful how we give our sanction 
to those mystical experiences whose tendencies lead to 
quietism, antinomianism, perfectionism, and other un- 
scriptural isms, which, from time to time, have told so 
disastrously against the doctrine of heart holiness — 
Christian perfection. 



*' The power oi Satan is great, and it is his appropriate bnsiiMai ecmiiniuUy t6 

assaolt the saints of God."— P»or. Upoam. 

Satan is a formidable enemy. Neither is he alone in 
his walkings to and fro in the earth. He has many 
emissaries. " Many spirits are gone out into the world." 
If these spirits were always clothed in their native robe, 
then to the holy soul would the danger of being 
beguiled by them be comparatively small. But here 
they are walking to and fro through the earth, ever 
infesting the path of the pious, and, in exterior, so 
like good angels that only by the most careful scrutiny 
can their deceptions be discovered. Satan transforms 
himself into an angel of light, and so exceedingly subtle 
is he that human wisdom furnishes no criterion by which 
his identity may, with certainty, be detected. The 
lamp of heaven alone emits rays by which the decep- 
tions of Satan can be* discovered. " Thy word is a 
Zamp." By this light, Satan is detected ; and the 
inq«drer is led to infallible conclusions. 
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But to take one step without this lamp to guide oiu 
feet is exceedingly dangerous. Satan is unceasing in his 
efforts to overcome. It is not the cold professor, but 
the saints, that he accuses day and night before God. 
Professor Upham says, " Thou hast contended with Satan, 
and hast been successful. Thou hast fought with him, 
and he has fled from thee. But O ! remember his ai ti- 
fices. Do not indulge the belief that his nature is 
changed. True, indeed, he is now very complacent, 
and is, perhaps, singing thee some syren song ; but he 
was never more a devil than he is now. He now assaults 
thee, by not assaulting thee, and knows that he shall con- 
quer when thou fullest aslccih^^ And in view of the feet 
that it is not until the end of time that he is to be cast 
down, how deceived is he who imagines that he has 
attained to a higher state where the life of nature is so 
extinct that Satan can find no ground to work upon — 
a state of boasted exemption from his attacks ! 

To all professors of holiness the author already quoted 
very properly says : " The cost of holiness was the 
blood of the Son of God, and greatly does he mistake 
who supposes that it can be preserved short of " eter- 
nal VIGILANCE." 

My heart is sad when I hear the sincerely pious talk 
of a " higher state, a state of which the Bible nowhere 
speaks, promising exemption from the assaults of Satan ; 
or what is, in fact, equal to this assumption, a state where, 
self being annihilated, the individual can no longer be 
attacked, but God, in the individual, receives the assault. 
How disastrous must be the tendencies of these refined 
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mysticisms ! Hardly can I conceive of any thing dis- 
plapng more of the subtlety of Satan than this. If he 
can beguile us into the belief that we are beyond his 
power, so that the most prayerful vigilance is not neces- 
sary, he has already obtained a great victory. 

At this point, the mighty have fallen. Here the 
dreadful doctrine denominated " perfectionism'* begins. 
Dear brethren in Christ, let us be up and doing With 
the sword of the Spirit, let us carefully guard every 
approach, in semblance, toward this doctrine. Shall 
the glorious doctrine of Christian holiness again be coun-, 
terfeited and brought into disrepute by the errings of 
those who have once been its able and sincere advocates ? 

Let one who, for many years, has been observing the 
insidiousness of Satan on these points — one who often 
has had occasion to remark, that the time now is, that 
Satan would deceive, if it were possible, even the vet-y elect 
— ^let such an one raise the warning cry, and give you 
some idea of the manner of him whose coming is in " all 
deceivableness and lying wonders." 



" And no marrel ; tat Satan himself is tiansfbrmed into an uigel of light.» 

Satan is well aware that light cannot have fellowship 

with darkness. He, therefore, does not approach the 

holy soul as a fiend of darkness ; otherwise, his rejection 

were certain. For, in the truly holy, Satan comes and 
11 • 
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finds nothing. It is only with that which bears the 
semblance of light, that the sanctified soul can have fel- 
lowship. But how high is his aim, and how wonderful 
his audacity ! Who would have thought that he would 
come to our Lord ? Surely, he could not have thought 
to find any thing there. And shall the disciple imagine 
that he may reach, in this world, a state of exemption 
from his attacks ? " As he was, even so are we in this 
world." " The disciple is not above his master ; but 
every one that is perfect shall be as his master.'* And 
,now the deceiver comes to the disciple even as he came 
to our Lord,, bringing detached portions of Scripture, 
and, with much sagacity, suiting the temptation to our 
physical emergencies or mental aptitudes. Blending 
truth with error, he now suggests, — " You are holy. 
All your desires and afiections must, therefore, spring 
from a pure source. Satan, therefore, can find nothing 
in you, and wherefore should he come ? Your body 
and soul having been, by an irrevocable act, forever con- 
secrated, set apart and sealed, the tendencies of your 
being must, therefore, be wholly spiritual, and without 
alloy. The energies constraining your actions must, of 
course, be divine in origin. Your whole life being, 
therefore, one of ceaseless aspiration toward God, you 
will not need stated seasons of prayer. Acts of this sort 
would indicate that you were going before the Spirit 
rather than following after the Spirit. As you have 
given yourself up to follow the leadings of the Spirit 
wholly, you may now expect to be led into all truth, 
and will not need that any man teach you ,• for the 
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anointing that you have received teacheth you all things. 
In relation to the observance of various religious 
duties, your inclinations aie to guide you ; for, since 
they all originate in purity, resistance to them will be 
resistance to the Holy Spirit. To be passive, then, is 
your highest duty." 

" But," asks the inquirer after the old paths, " am 1 
authorized in believing I shall be led by the Spirit 
apart from the written word ? Does not our Lord say, 
'Except a man deny himself and take up his cross 
daily, he cannot be my disciple ? ' Am I not, by the 
teachings of the Bible, continually being urged to be 
' instant in season and out of season,' — * pray in all prayer 
and intercessions for all saints ? ' Does not the Spirit, 
through the Scriptures, ever admonish me to be * stead- 
fast, unmovable, always abounding in the work of the 
Lord ? ' Am I not warned against neglecting the ordi- 
nances of God's house * as the manner of some is,' and am » 
I not, in the command to follow Christ, required to ful- 
fil all righteousness, and, in all things, to be an example 
to believers ? " 

" Ah ! " replies this questionable Spirit, " you are 
not yet in the light, and, therefore, cannot apprehend 
the privileges of this higher state. You have not yet 
submitted to the entire crucifixion of self, In the 
principle that prompts these restless doings — doings — 
self, in a specious form, is to be seen. You know not 
yet what it means to be dead indeed; and not until the 
life of nature expires, can you know that holy liberty 
which the Spirit gives to those who are made free 
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indeed In this holy resting out of self, where all the 
animal propensities have been so fully crucified that 
they can never again revive, there are mysteries which 
the uninitiated cannot receive." Thus in obscurity, and 
as an object of compassion, is this inquirer after the old 
paths left. This questionable spirit, having taken its 
victim into a higher state than that for which a reason 
can be given from the Bible, the inquirer after the old 
paths cannot, of course, be initiated, until he also con- 
cludes to travel beyond the limits of Bible experience. 



'* i^o ih f aui and io ih iMmung/' 



**To the law and to the testimony; If they speak not according to this vrord, it k 
becau8e there is no light in them." — Isaiah viii. 20. 

But the Bible gives light, and it is not in vain that 
the inquirer turns to the law and to the testimony. And 
now, how shall we try this questionable spirit, of whom 
we have been speaking, and know whether his teachings 
be of. God, or of Satan transformed as an angel of light ? 
Thanks be to God, we have an mfallible test. " To the 
law and to the testimony." Never, then, need the sim- 
plest mind be turned out of the way, even though his 
enemy be exceeding subtle. 

What, then, do the Scriptures teach us in regard to 
the tempter ? Do they promise us, in this state of proba- 
tion, exemption from his attacks ? No ; for, in all points, 
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was Christ, our exemplar, tempted, yet without sin. 
" But," says one, " we do not read of Christ's being 
tempted, other than in the early part of his career, and, 
as the disciple travels onward with him, he rises to yet 
higher ground, until he arrives at a state beyond the 
power of the tempter." The life of the Savior was well- 
nigh a continuous series of temptation. When about to 
finish his earthly career, he said to his disciples, " Ye 
aie they who have been with me in my temptations." 
But we know that the disciples were not with him 
in his temptation in the wilderness, and it therefore 
follows, that he was subject to temptation during the 
whole period of his life. And what indications are 
there in his suflFerings in the garden, where he was " in 
an agony," and upon his arrest, where he said " Now is 
the power of darkness," and upon the cross, where he 
cried, " My God, why hast thou forsaken me ? " that up 
to the last the Lamb of God was pursued by the tempter ! 
And then the idea of the entire extinction of our nat- 
ural life, so that we are no more in danger of being 
ensnared through our natural propensities, is also erro- 
neous, and has often led to great error in practice. The 
Incarnate God took upon himself our nature. He was 
very man, as also very God. In him we perceive the 
two natures — ^human and divine. His human nature 
shrunk from suffering, and, in view of the cup which 
the Father gave him to drink, he said, " If it be possible, 
let this cup pass from me." Had the Savior embraced 
the idea that the life of nature was entirely extinct, in- 
stead of saying, *^ Not my will but thine be done," what 
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How betrayals may come. What Satan lovw. 

would have been done to ransom a world of sinners ? 
Well, " as he was, even so are we in this world ; ** 
and let us not imagine that we can arrive at a state 
where our natural tendencies may not betray us into 
error. 

The disciple may, and ever should, be in a state where 
the human will is wholly subjected to the divine will. 
But should the requirement be such as to cause a shrink- 
ing of the flesh, let him not be discouraged ; for this 
shrinking of the flesh will not render him less pleasing 
to his Father. Our heavenly Father loves to see hii 
children willing to do painful duties. Let us, then, not • 
talk of a higher path than that in which the Savior 
trod before us. And let us regard with suspicion all 
attempts to fix on a higher way than that maiked by his 
foot-prints. 

The higher our state, in reality, is, the more subtle 
will Satan be in his inventions to effect our overthrow. 
Could he induce one who has been long and successfully 
engaged in promoting holiness, to favor any of his spe* 
cious pretences, what a conquest would be gained ! — a 
conquest well worthy a jubilee in the lower regions. 
Ah ! Satan loves a shining mark ! 

With Paul, then, let us keep our bodtj under ; for the 
tempter tempts the disciple as his Lord ; that is, through 
the medium of the flesh. As followers of Christ, let us 
closely keep our eye fixed upon his example in all 
things. Does the multitude press upon us, so that we 
may not ever, as we would, find time for earnest plead- 
ings and deep communion, without sometimes rising 
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before day ? let us rather do this than be deprived of 
seasons of soul-transforming fellowship with God. Let 
us also take the example of the Old and New Testament 
saints. With Abraham, let us be with our families, early 
at the altar. If David, amid his many concernments, as 
sovereign of a mighty kingdom, could regard his stated 
seasons of devotion as so important as to fix the resolve 
that he would, morning, noon and night, pray and cry 
aloud, — and if Daniel, amid his high responsibilities, and 
vexations from his heathenish neighbors, regarded his 
stated hours for communion with God as so impor- 
tant as not to admit of interference, — let us look with 
suspiciousness upon an inclination to regard these mat- 
ters as unimportant. If the enemy would beguile us to 
yield to this inclination, in whatever fom he may come, 
let us say, ^' Get thee behind me, Satan , for thou savor- 
est not the things that be of God, but the things that be 
of men. " Yes, to the old paths ! 

" The way the holy prophets went, 
The road that leads from baaiahment, 
The King's highway of holiness, 
We 'U go, for aU his paths are peace." 

** But," say some, " we live under the dispensation ol 
the Spirit ; and now, in searching out the old paths, you 
go so far back as to take us from under the dispensation 
of liberty proposed by the Spirit, as though we were to 
be again justified by the deeds of the law." Not so. 
Paul, in referring to things aforetime, said, " These things 
were written for our instruction." If holy men of old 
ffpake as they were moved by the Holy GJipst, they 
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SanetnuT priTf leges. Prayer. The standard. 



doubtless acted, in the matter to which we have referred, 
under the direct leadings of the same Spirit by which, we 
trust, we are led. With them and with the early dis- 
ciples also, let us highly esteem sanctuary privileges. 
" Let us not forget the assembling of ourselves together 
as the manner of some is." In all the outwai'd, as well 
as the more private, duties of the Christian, let us, in all 
fidelity, obey the command, " Be thou an example of 
the believers, in word, in conversation, in charity, in 
spirit, in faith, in purity. " If, in being or doing thus, 
we may be called to resist the shrinkings of nature, 
we will say, with our precious Lord, " Not my will, but 
thine be done," remembering that it is through much 
tribulation we enter the kingdom. 

The Bible being the only infallible standard, and no 
human authority being comparable with it, the latter 
being only right as far as it is found one in sentiment 
with it, let this book, above all others, be the book of 
books with us. An inspired one loved it so much, that 
it was his meditation day and night. Let it, with us, 
be the last book at night, and the earliest at dawn. I 
know one who has been in the daily habit of studying it 
thus for years past on her knees, and many a lesson has 
she thus learned in humble waiting before God, com 
paring Scripture with Scripture, believing that spiritua 
things can only be spiritually discerned. If we take the 
entire voice of the written word for the government of our 
conduct, our lives will present one beautiful assemblage 
of graces. Otherwise, we may wrest the Scriptiires to our 
own destruction. Even Satan can quote detached pa«.? 
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sages to suit his own purposes ; but let us obey the order 
of God, and compare Scripture with Scripture, and 
hearken to the entire voice of the Old and New Testa- 
ments. 



I BELIEVE the late controversy on the subject of holi- 
ness has been the means of getting many persons, both 
among the ministry and laity, into a position where they 
feel far less uneasiness, in regard to the duty of perfect- 
ing holiness in the fear of the Lord, than they otherwise 
would. If the idea obtains that we must go on for 
years in a state of justification before we can reasonably 
expect to get into the enjoyment of holiness, who can 
tell the disastrous effects of the vagueness in pursuit 
which must result to every mind entertaining such an 
idea ? K the friend of the man who, in view of his 
immediate necessities, went for three loaves, had pre 
viously said to him, " Know that I am your friend, and 
if, at any time, you come to a point of extreme neces- 
sity, come to me ; and, though I will not pledge my- 
self to say when, yet know that, if you continue long 
enough pleading, your necessities will, at some ftiture 
period, be met, " — would the man, under such cir- 
cumstances, have had much courage or faith in going to 
his friend ? When the weary, hungry traveller, whose 
stay, probably, was designed but for the night, came to 

12 
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his dwelling, and found him unprepared to set bread 
before him, would he have thought of going to his 
friend, whose promise was for some indefinite period ? 
No ! He would have said, ^^ My friend may starve 
before my emergency will be met from that source." 

Not so with our Almighty Friend, in whom all 
fulness dwells. " Grace to help in time of need " is 
just what he has promised. Inward purity — ^holiness 
of heart — ^furnishes a readiness for every good work. A 
minister needs it preparatory to an entrance upon the 
holy services of the sanctuary. His heart tells him 
that he is not thoroughly furnished unto every good 
work, until he receives this grace. He, from whose 
hand he receives his commission, says, '* Be ye clean 
that bear the vessels of the Lord." If he has not 
received it previous to entering upon his ministry, his 
conscience tells him that he ought to have it now. If 
he obeys man rather than God, and embraces the opin- 
ion that he may preach it successftiUy without enjoying 
it, " That many a minister is more useful without it 
than others are with it," he will be held responsible, at 
last, for following the traditions of men rather than the 
oracles of God. And thus with the lay member whose 
heart tells him that he needs this further bestowment of 
grace to fit him fully for the duties of his holy calling. 
He may get into an easier place for conscience by yield- 
ing to the idea ^hat he cannot be holy now ; that the 
blessing may be away in the distance. He may, if he 
choose, adopt the opinion that his want of greater suc- 
cess in laboring for God has not been attributable to his 
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want of an application of the all-cleansing blood. But 
adopting the opinion does not make it true. With the 
main writer in the recent controversy, he may conclude 
that he is about as safe without it as with it ; and think 
that God will not condemn him for not going up to 
possess the good land, though he long since was brought 
out of spiritual Egypt. He may conclude that the case 
of the Israelites who entered not in because of unbelief 
fiimishes no admonition to him ; and thus he may get 
into an easier place for conscience ; but whether he has 
got into a safer place, the light of eternity will reveaL 



Wiu Pan who Mn'i knm W[\uu if WHa. 



One traveller, accosting another by the way, said, 
**Do you, my brother, enjoy the blessing of entire 
sanctification ? " 

" I do not know but I received that blessing at the 
time I was justified ; for I rather think I have loved 
God with all my heart ever since." 

"You know that we have received of that spirit 
whereby we know the things freely given to us of God 
Nothing is more explicitly given than the will of God 
on this point. * This is the vnll of God, even your sane- 
ti/ication,* Now do you know that you are wholly 
sanctified ? " 
- ** Iwould rather not speak confidently, but I think 
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I have been willing to cut off a right hand, or pluck out 
9 ight eye, ever since my conversion." 

" It matters little, my dear brother, when you received 
the blessing ; whether at the time of your conversion, 
or since. Mr. Wesley says, ' I will not say that God may 
not cut short his work, and sanctify a soul wholly at the 
moment of conversion ; but of the hundreds with 
whose experience I have been familiar, I have not met 
with one such case.' So I will say, in regard to your- 
self; I have known no such case, among the hundreds 
with whom I have been conversant ; but if you think 
your case an exception, of course I will not dispute it. 
But, since it is your privilege to know, will you not 
r3Solve before God to have the matter settled, before you 
rest your head on your pillow this night ? " 

" O, I should be afraid to make such a resolve ! What 
if I should not get it ! " 

*'.So you are afraid to trust God for what he has 
promised to give you. He says, ^ Now is the accepted 
time, behold, now is the day of salvation.' When Jesus 
said, ' It is finished,' then he wrought out this salvation 
for you ; and now, on the part of God, all things are 
ready. But it is a pearl of great price, and you will not 
get it until you feel that no expenditure of time or inter- 
est is too great for its attainment. Will you decide on 
having it before you sleep ? " 

*^ I really dare not promise, for I might fail in getting 
It." 

In saying thus, do you mean to assume that God 
might be unfaithful, and not give what he has prom- 
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ised ? When the disciples said, * Lord, teach us how to 
pray,' the Savior, by an illustration, taught them to 
pray precisely thus. Definiteness and unyielding imjxrrtu- 
nity now, were the lessons taught on this occasion. 
(See the pai*able of the three loaves.) The man applied 
to, had, perhaps, not told his importunate friend he 
would give him three loaves if he came ; but God has 
told you that it is his will even your sanctification now, 
and are you afraid to trust him for the fulfilment of 
his word ? " 

This brother was a man of business, and he concluded 
that the object called for a concentration of all his energiesy 
and he deliberately resolved before God, that he would 
not give sleep to his eyes, or slumber to his eyelids, 
until he knew that he was wholly sanctified throughout 
body, soul, and spirit. 

^* The day of the Lord is near in the valley of decis- 
ion." Immediately, on his making this resolve, God 
began to draw nigh unto him. He soon saw very clear- 
ly that he was not wholly sanctified. I met with him 
again on the afternoon of the same day." 

^* I see," said he, *^ now that there is unbelief in my 
heart." 

^* Well, the Holy Spirit has revealed this to you in 
order that you may be saved from it ; but you do not 
feel that you can save yourself ; and, if Christ alone is 
to save you from it, why not trust in him to save you 
just now ? " 

He now felt that there was too much to be done in 
his heart to be so fully saved in so short a time. But 
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he was told that the longer he staid away in any degree 
fiom the atonement, the deeper the stain of sin becomes, 
as every moment's delay makes us the more unworthy. 
He was persuaded, at last, to make the venture ; and, 
in a moment, proved that, " He is able to save unto 
the uttermost all that come unto God by him, seeing he 
ever liveth to make intercession for us." He, from this 
time, became a joyful witness that " The blood of Jesus 
cleanseth from all sin." How soon was he saved from 
his doctrinal perplexities on resolving that he would not 
rest until he experimentally knew oi the doctrine ! 



" Short is our longest day of life; 

And soon its prospect ends; 
Yet, on this day's uncertain date, 

Eternity depends : 
But equal to our being's aim, 

The space to virtue given, 
AMd every momenty well improved^ 

Secures an age in heaven." 

It was at a camp-meeting, and the closing love-feast 
was being held. Much interest had prevailed on the 
subject of holiness during the process of the meeting, 
and many had there received the sanctifying seal. Scores 
of clear witnesses had already testified, in scriptural 
terms, of the power of the Sanctifier, and scores more, 
with longing looks, were waiting to testify that the blooil 
of Jesus cleanseth from all sin. 
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A lady who was at this feast of tabernacles from a 
distance, as an invited guest, at last arose, and asked the 
privilege of a little parting talk, which was more than 
willingly granted. She spoke, as nearly as I can remem- 
ber, about as follows : — 

^^ I did not speak at an earlier period in this love-feast, 
because it always has seemed to me ungenerous for any 
one to occupy much time when others are waiting, long- 
ing for the privilege of giving in a testimony. Truly, 
it may, this morning, be said, ' Praise vxiiteth for thee, 
O, God, in Zion ! ' I have waited till others have fin- 
ished giving in their testimonies, intending to occupy a 
little more time than might be admissible, if it were not 
for the fact that I am so soofi to leave you, and may 
never again have the privilege of mingling in your soci- 
ety till we meet at the feast of the Lamb. I cannot tell 
you how greatly the testimonies I have heard this morn- 
ing have inspired my heait. I have looked upon the 
witnesses who have risen to testify that they have set 
themselves apart and received the sanctifying seal, as set 
apart to labor and to be henceforth ^workers together 
with God,' in saving the world. I heard a sister at a 
meeting siftrilar to this, say, in an affecting, earnest man- 
ner, ' I have laid my sacrifice upon the altar, but O, 
what is the Lord going to do with it ? ' Brethren and 
sisters, God is going to %ise our sacrifices. He intends to 
use us as instruments in the salvation of our relatives, 
friends and neighbors. As in ancient time, when the 
walls of Jerusalem were being reared, every man was 
required to build over against his house, so every one 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



140 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE 

Something more than a name. The work of the Christian. 

is now called to a specific proportion of labor. And 
entire holiness implies an entire identification with the 
work of the Lord. Not that I think the Lord would 
have us unmindful of our ordinary avocations, but he 
would have us make our every-day associations subser- 
vient to the spiritual interests of those with whom we 
are thus connected, so that we may say : — 

* Byexy work I do below 
I do it to the Lord.' 

" From my own realizations, I can testify that entire 
sanctification — ^holiness to the Lord — ^is something more 
than a blessing in name The terms are significantly 
expressive of the state. I have no fellowship with any 
sort of sanctification th^ wraps itself up in rapturous or 
mystical experience, and does not tell on the salvation of 
sinners. Holiness implies the dedication of all the pow- 
ers of body and mind to the promotion of Christ's king- 
dom — an entire identification of interest with the purposes 
of God. And here, let me testify that, for the last sev- 
enteen yeai's, I consciously have had no separate interests 
from those which stand connected with the salvation of 
the world. Every thing sinks into insignificance in 
comparison with the great work of saving sinners. If I 
have a passion for one thing above another, it is that oi 
soul-saving. We are called to be followers of Christ ; 
and, though we cannot follow him in his vicarious death, 
yet we can follow him in manifestations of self-sacrificing 
zeal and love. Christ left the pure atmosphere of heav- 
en, the songs of angels, and the holy society of kindied 
spirits, where all is hannony and love, for a residence of ' 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



ECONOMY OF SALv/.TlON. 141 



JeaoB* aaorifidng spirit. A (ivmbUhl.. A proposition. 

years in this sin-polluted world, to bear ^* the contradic- 
tion of sinners," to hear the wails of sorrow occasioned 
by sin, and to endure the agonies of the cross ; all to 
save sinners. Did the spirit of Christ induce him to 
make sacrifices ? Then the Christian must, in his meas- 
ure, be actuated by the same spirit ; for ^^ If any man 
haye not the spirit of Christ, he is none of his." I 
always measure my attainments in grace by the degrees 
I possess of the mind that was in Christ. 

* The Christian lives to Christ alone, 
To Christ alone he dies ' 

*' I need not siay to you, my deai* brethren and sisters, 
that you cannot retain the blessing of holiness, unless, 
on all suitable occasions, you are willing to confess it. 
It is a gift jfrom God, and God requires the acknowledg- 
ment of every good thing that is in us, by Christ Jesus. 
But do you indeed desire that the communication of your 
faith may be greatly effectual ? Do you desire that your 
friends and neighbors may know that entire sanctification 
is something more than a blessing in name ? Do you 
desire that the cause should not be harmed by its being 
said of you, * What do ye more than others ?' Do you 
desire that a greater revival than has been known in this 
region, should be the fruits of this camp-meeting ? Then 
let me suggest to you a way by which these most desira- 
ble results may be brought about. Let me ask that you 
here set apart a given portion of every day to labor 
specifically in the work of soul-saving. I do not mean 
solely that you devote this time to prayer for sinners ; 
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this, of course, you will not neglect ; but what I mean 
is, that you set apart a portion of time daily to go out 
among sinners, and let them know that you are praying 
for them, and that you mean to follow them with your 
prayers and entreaties till they are won over to Christ. 
Let them know that you feel that their state is exceed- 
ingly perilous, and their souls of such infinite worth that 
you are willing to make sacrifices of time and labor in 
their behalf, and are resolved not to give them up. 
David scorned to sacrifice that which cost him nothing. 
Let your business associations and domestic arrangements 
show that your time and means aie set apart for holy 
purposes, all being made subservient to the salvation of 
those around you. Do not forget that you are to act 
not only on the principle which David avowed, when he 
said, * Shall I sacrifice that which cost me nothing ? ' 
but, if you have the spirit of Christ, you are required to 
exhibit before the world the piinciples upon which your 
Savior practised. Trample on pleasure and pain, repu- 
tation, ease and wealth ; bid defiance to the shrinkings 
of the flesh ; forego, if need be, the companionship of 
the pious, to seek and save the lost, perishing sinner. 
If you cannot appropriate two hours per day, specifically 
in this employ, appropriate one. If you cannot, by rising 
earlier or retiring lat«r, or by more careful economy in 
saving up your moments from things less important, 
save up two hours for soul-saving, then, if you can, set 
apart one hour, and if you are so circumstanced, by your 
engagements to others, that you cannot set apart one hour, 
you surely can, in the evening, if s^ut through the dagr. 
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appropriate one half-hour out of the twenty-four, for this 
one great work of the Christian. 

*' Little is ever accomplished without system and 
decision. ^ Order is heaven's first law.' If any thing 
of moment is to be done; the time must be set when we 
are to say, *It shall be done now.^ All the sinners on 
this ground intend to be saved ; but they do not bring 
it to the point now. Many of them, doubtless, will 
leave it day after day, till the last day of life comes 
unexpectedly, and what should have been the business 
of life is left till too late, and all is lost. So it may be 
with us in regard to lost opportunities. Souls will be 
lost which ought to have a timely warning from us, 
onless we set apart some time to labor for them. It is 
true that, with the whoUy sanctified, all the time is 
sanctified. Time, with talent and influence, has been 
laid upon the altar. We do not doubt but every child 
of God on this encampment intends, on going home, to 
work for God during the coming year as never before. 
Yet, as ever, each hour will bring its demands of ordi- 
nary care ; and I fear little more will be done than has 
been done, unless some specific appropriation of time be 
made. 

" We have come a long distance to be present with 
you ; but a hxmdred times over should we be repaid if 
we might only know that all here, who have professed 
to be wholly sanctified, would set apart but one half- 
hour daily, from this day, September ^d, 1854, to Sep- 
tember 2d, 1855, specifically to the work of soul- 
saving." 
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Perhaps a score or more of preachers were around, 
and on the minister's stand, with the excellent presid- 
ing elder at their head. The sister then turned appeal* 
ingly to the presiding officer of the meeting, and asked 
if it would meet his approval to have a demonsti-ation 
of those who engage in this " half-hour proposition." 
The worthy elder hailed the proposal with delight, and 
desired all, who would solemnly before God so engage, 
to rise and so pledge themselves by standing on then* 
feet. A host of laborers, of about three hundred, arose, 
and stood looking like an army of invincibles. O, how 
the sight of our eyes gladdened our heart, as we be- 
held this band of strong, joyous volunteers for God ! 
The sister who had made the proposal was affected, and 
cried out, " Now I know that you will, indeed, have 
such a revival as has never before been witnessed in this 
region. Praise ! praise the Lord ! " The presiding elder, 
with evident elation of feeling, began to sum up how 
many glorious days of labor three hundred half-hours 
daily would make ; but the hour set for closing the 
meeting had already more than arrived, and this ever-to- 
be-remembered band of God's sacramental host received 
the apostolic benediction, and separated with the purpose 
of each man going after his man as in the days of an- 
cient warfare. 

But five days had intervened when we again heard 
from "the regions round about," where this army of 
God's elect had been scattered, and what was our joy ol 
hearing that the work of revival had already begiA 
in power in several places ! " It began with the half- 
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hour proposition,^^ said the informant. In several places^ 
souls had been Inrought to bow at the foot of the cross 
as earnest seekers of salvation. In one place^ eighteen^ 
in another eleven^ &c.^ &8. Alleluia I the Lord Grod 
omnipotent reigneth ! 

" See where the serrants of the Lord, 
A busy moltitade, appear, 
For Jesus day and night employed, 
His heritage they toil to dear. 

'^ The loye of Christ their hearts constrains. 
And strengthens th^ unwearied hands; 
They spend their sweat, and toil, and pains. 
To cultiyate ImmanuePs lands." 

And now let me solemnly, as in the more immediate 
presence of God, ask every reader of this article to unite 
in this ^^ half-hour proposition.*' Do not say that you 
cannot spare the time. Scorn to sacrifice that which 
costs you nothing. If Christ made such sacrifices to 
save your soul, rejoice in the privilege of sacrificing that 
which costs something in laboring to save the souls of 
others. Have you ever read " Father Reeves," the poor 
mechanic, who, though not unmindful of the duty of 
earing for his own household, found that working from 
six o'clock in the morning till eight at night, did not 
leave him quite time enough to go out among the people 
and work for God, so he resolved on living on six or 
seven shillings per week less, and to sacrifice the time to 
God. His Hographer says, ''He felt called upon to make 
sacr^ces ; " and faith in God, and love for souls impelled 
him to make them. A poor mechanic sacrificing some- 
thing over one dollar and a quarter per week, that he 
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might giye the time to the Lord^ is an act of faith and 
devotion rarely equalled, and is worthy the consideration 
of men of superior social position, who will willingly 
give a subscription to a benevolent object, in order to do 
good by proxy, but who shun personal service. ^ Obe- 
dience is better than sacrifice,' a subscription costs a rich 
man little, and it is not clear from Scripture that any 
thing short o{ personal devotion to the cause of God, will 
be accepted by him who hath said, "Occupy till I 
come." Father Reeves kept an account of the number 
of his visits for several successive years, and during the 
earlier part of his life they average four hundred and 
fifty a year, and during the latter part of his life they 
average six hundred and fifty a year. This was a man 
who, for the greater part of his long life, was wholly 
dependent on his daily labors, and yet, with all this 
amount of labor, he found time for public, closet and 
fiunily duties. Take an extract from his diary as a 
sample. (See Diary, Dec. 1881.) 



Jtt iarlmuss ftm 3^QUti af itrtg. 



You say you are in darkness ; have lost your roll, 
and cannot again find it, and that you are more than 
miserable. Deeply do I sympathize with you. But, 
surely, you have not forgotten, " If any man sin, we 
have an advocate with the Father." Also, "If we-ccm 
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fess our sins^ he is &itliful and just to forgiye us our sins^ 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousnes." You con- 
fess your sin^ and why not at once claim forgiyeness and 
cleansing ? In view of your statements^ I do not doubt 
but you trespassed in refusing to labor in promoting the 
cause of holiness. " The laborers are few." Witnesses 
who testify of purity of heart are greatly needed, especi- 
ally in the region in which you reside. And in propor- 
tion to the scarcity of the laborers is the call imperative 
to those whom God has enabled, from their own experi- 
ence of the great salvation, to testify of what they know. 
The feeling of disinclination to labor, of which you speak, 
was doubtless from the power of the tempter. But "that 
we are not to do good unless our hearts are free to it," 
Mr. Wesley denominates an " enthusiastic doctrine." 

Indeed, in proportion to the magnitude of the work the 
Lord has for us to do, we shall be called to withstand 
Satanic influences calculated to deter us from our work. 
But, surely, there is no sin in feeling these dissuasive 
influences, if we do not yield to them. The greater the 
shrinking of the flesh, the greater the victory if we only 
resist. You did not resist, and the Captain of your sal- 
vation was dishonored by your defeat ; and darkness 
and misery have been brought upon your soul. But is 
it not your duty, now that you confess your sin, to 
believe God not only forgives^ but, as you again present 
yourself wholly to God through Christ, is it not also your 
duty to believe that the blood of Jesus cleanseth from 
all unrighteousness ? And, since you lost the blessing 
by not laboring to promote the cause of holiness when 
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you had reason to believe it was your duty to do so, 
resolve that you will, from this hour, redeem the time in 
efforts to promote the cause as never before. Do not 
forget that, when Pilgrim lost his roll, he went right 
back to the place where he lost it, and found it again. 
The same fountain in whose waters you washed and 
were clean, is still open, still flowing, and still it clean- 
seth from all unrighteousness. Will you not, with me, 
now praise the Lord for this ? Will you not just now 

" Phuige into the purple flood, 
Bise in aU the U«) of Qod " ? 



afh< Wxhm 4 ^^ ^pW*- 



All your difficulties, my dear brother, seem to be 
the consequence of this error. As soon as your sensi- 
ble emotion had subsided, and you were called to walk 
by faith, you gave up your confidence, and thought you 
had lost the witness of the Spirit. Now the witness of 
the Spirit is not joyous emotion. At the time of its 
reception, we may have joyous emotion ; but this is not 
the witness of the Spirit. " He that believeth hath 
the witness in himself." This, I apprehend to be an 
internal conviction, produced by the Spirit, that we 
have the grace for which we have believed. This con- 
viction may have been produced in the heart by some 
noiseless and almost indiscernible process. But, if we 
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have that knowledge, it does not matter hmo it has heen 
received, or when. To know the fact is enough. *^ The 
wind bloweth where it Hsteth, and thou hearest the 
sound thereof, but canst not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth. So is every one that is bom of the 
Spirit." You were saved by grace, through ^ai^A. Had 
you remembered this, you would not have thrown away 
the blessing of salvation, just so soon as God began to 
test your faith. 

The Spirit descended like a dove, and abode upon the 
Savior. Immediately afterwards, he was taken by the 
Spirit into the wilderness, to be tempted of the devil. 
We may not presume that while he was there with the 
wild beasts, and subject to more, far more, dreadful 
suggestions than you have ever known, he had sensi- 
ble emotions of joy. No ; his joy was to submit to 
the will of his heavenly Father, and it was the will 
of his Father that he should be tempted. And so his 
joy consists in this. Looking at the matter in this way^ 
we can easily conceive how we may count it all joy 
when we fall into divers temptations. So, my brother, 
you see we may know, with the Savior, that we have 
the abidings of the Spirit, however severely tempted. 
Had you, while being tempted, obeyed the command of 
your Lord, " Cast not away your corifidence/* you would 
have found yourself a gainer in the end. A firmer 
establishment of soul would have succeeded, and you 
would now have been prepared to comfort those who 
are in tribulation, with the comfort wherewith you were 
comforted of God. In casting away your confidence. 
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you displeased God ; for he has said, " The just shall 
Kve by faith," (not emotion.) In yielding up your 
faith because you had not joyous emotion, you grieved 
the Holy Spirit to such a degree, that I do not wonder 
your distress has become so grievous. For God has 
wdd, " If any man draw back, my soul shall have no 
pleasure in him." 

TO A 8EEOR OF THE WITNESS OF THE SPIRIT. 

You say, my dear brother, that you will do any thing 
1 will advise. In the name of the Lord, I would now 
advise that you confess your sin in having cast away your 
confidence. Tell the Lord that you now desire and 
intend, from this moment, to obey him, and, as he has 
said '^ The just shall live by faith," you desire rather to 
live a life of faith, than a life of emotion. And, now, 
my brother, begin at once to bring forth fruits meet for 
repentance. Resume your confidence. God did not 
take it from you. You cast it away, and now he again 
commands you to believe. Do not wait till you are 
more worthy; for every moment's delay makes you 
more unworthy. Do not try to save yourself; for 
Christ alone can save. 

Not even in the least degree can you save yourself. 
If your heart is unmoved, and hard, do not calculate on 
bringing it up unto a condition of earnest and vigorous 
affection yourself. Let your first endeavor be to yield it 
up to God. He has assured you that the preparation 
of the heart is with him. It is your Savior who is to 
take away the heart of stone, and give a heart of flesh. 
K you should yield your heart up wholly to him in pre- 
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dsely the state in which it now is, what do you think he 
would do with it ? Do you imagine it would long con- 
tinue in its present unfeeling condition? My advice is, 
that you now resign yourself beKevingly into his hands. 

Are. you doing this now ? Do you say, 

YES ? Then Christ is now receiving you — ^he is now 
saving you. Now is the day of salvation. He is doing 
it, let your emotions be what they may. You may say, 
I do not feel it. Remember yai^A is not feeling. You 
are not saved by feeling, but hj faith. "Thy faith 
hath saved thee ; go in peace, and sin no more." Yes, 
the moment you do this, you are saved. Could you 
weep rivers of tears, you could not induce the Savior to 
save you in any other way. We must trust in Christ 
to do for us what we know we cannot do for ourselves. 
The faith that saves is trmU And the gospel proposes 
no other way to be saved than that of a present and con-^ 
tinuoTis trust in Christ. Emotion, or no emotion, if you 
are now doing this, you are now being saved. When 
you do this, the Spirit, through the revealed word, tells 
you that you are saved. He that beKeveth hath the 
witness in himself. The conscurusnessy or, in other 
words, the Icnmvledge that it is so, is the witness of the 
Spirit. For it is the Spirit alone that can produce this 
consciousness. 

A short time since, a sister said to me, " I believe I do 
love the Lord with all my heart." " Do you not kntm 
it ? " said I. " Yes, I know it," she replied ; ^* but I want 
the witness.^^ I turned to Dr. B., who was standing by, 
and said, " Here, Dr. B., is a sister who believes and knows 
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*' I belieye, and know, but want the witness." 

that she loves the Lord with all her heart, but she wants 
the witness of the Spirit that it is so." Dr. B., addressing 
himself to her, said, " You believe the sun shines — ^you 
know it, and now do you want the tuitness of it ? Is not 
the knowledge of it imparted through the agency of the 
Holy Spirit, witnessing with your spirit ? What witness, 
beyond what you have, do you need, since you have the 
knowledge of the fact ? " O, yes, " He that believeth hiik 
the witness in himself." Remember that, in believing 
the word of the immutable Jehovah, you have a founda- 
tion for your faith immovable as the throne of the eter- 
nal. You believe your fallible friend, and, without a 
shadow of doubt, sp^ak to your friends .of your faith in 
my word. Your faith in me produces some effect ; for 
your exhibit, not only by your words, but by your ac- 
tions, your faith in what I say. Should I write you now 
that one of your dearest friends, for whose salvation 
you have been greatly desirous, was converted at the 

N St. altar, last evening, your heart would at once 

leap with delight, and you would hasten to inform your 

Brother S . It is because you have faith in my 

written vxrrd. But how . can I speak in words that will 
do justice to the subject, when I would speak of the dif 
ference between the words of man and the words of God . 
*^The words that I speak unto you, they are spirit, 
and they are life." " He that believeth on me, though 
he were dead, yet shall he live." But where shall I 
pause? When I get on this theme, — ^the divinity of 
the word of God, — ^my heart ever burns with heavenly 
inspirations, and its ardors seem to know no bound. 
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But I must pkuse now. Time fails me, and I may uol 
proceed. My object, just now, is to assure you of your 
error in entertaining the idea that the witness of the 
Spirit was gone, because your sensible emotions of 
joy had subsided. I want to convince you that you 
brought this grievous distress upon yourself because 
you gave up your hold upon the promises in conse- 
quence of imbibing this erroneous impression. I want 
to tell you that, if you now heartily believe God, you 
will have an experimental realization of salvation. This 
realization is produced in the heart by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, and is the witness of the Spirit. By what 
power could it have been produced, but by that of the 
Spirit ? You see the singular position of the sister to 
whom I have referred, who said, " I want the witness ;" 
but I have met with many who occupy about the same 
position, and who are continually indulging themselves 
in endless perplexities about the doctrine of the witness 
of the Spirit, as though there were an indefinable mys- 
teriousness about it. Whole books have been written 
as elucidatory, and I have, in my mind's eye, those who 
have labored more to study and inwardly digest these, 
than they have in coming down to the simple Bible 
fact, "He that believeth hath the witness in himself." 
The Bible makes it so simple and intelligible, that the 
multiplying of words seems like putting darkness for 
light. My dear brother, let us thank God, and take 
courage. Let us just now bow down, and, in humble- 
ness of mind, laud and magnify his excellent name, that 
he has made the way of salvation so plain that way- 
faring men, though fools, shall not err therein. 
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A PROTRACTED meeting is in progress, and what earnest 
Christian does not feel the importance of going, under 
such circumstances, and inviting sinners to come to 
Christ ? " The Spirit and the bride say. Come." It is not 
enough that the Spirit say. Come ! The bride must do 
her part of the work, and also say. Come ! And is not 
the Spirit always sajdng. Come ? And if the bride, or, in 
other words, the church, in her individual membership, 
— ^if these were also ever saying. Come, — what a contin- 
uous work of revival should we have ! I once heard a 
minister, by way of illustrating this text, say : A lady 
provides a feast, and fixes her mind resolutely on 
having this and the other particular Mend present. 
She goes to her friend, but her friend pleads previous 
engagements. But she resolves on taking no denial. 
As her friend brings up excuses, she, with affectionate 
fixedness of purpose, puts one afber another aside, and 
finally triumphs in success. Well, the Spirit and the 
bride say, Come ; and are you, as a member of Christ's 
church, diligently saying — to your friends, neighbors, 
and to those unawakened sinners connected with the 
congregation with whom you stand in church relation, 
— saying to all these, " Come, for all things are now 
ready " ? Much may be accomplished by these efforts. 
The Spirit does the work, but the church, in her indi- 
vidual membership, are the agents. And though the 
Spirit says. Come, we are not to expect to see the work 
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accomplished unless the individual membership come up 
•*to the help of the Lord, to the help of the Lord against 
the mighty." Do not think it optional with yourself 
whether you will extend these gospel invitations. 

It is the design of God that every redeemed sinner 
shall be specially invited. What a work is before every 
individual Christian I Surely, help is needed. What 
might be the result of this meeting, should every mem- 
ber, individually and collectively, engage in urging the 
gospel invitation ! We little know what the result of 
one well-directed effort may be. Shall I tell you of 
some encouragements and condescensions of grace con- 
nected with my own efforts in urging the gospel invita- 
tion? 

A FLIGHT TO THE ALTAR. 

Sitting, one Sabbath evening, in the midst of one of 
our large dty congregations, my heart was deeply pen- 
etrated, as I cast my eye on the thoughtless ones in the 
gallery. Judging from appearances, most of them were 
votaries of fashion and folly. " Without God, having 
no hope in the world " ! exclaimed my heart, as I pre- 
sented wishful desires to heaven in their behalf. " Sup- 
pose," said the Spirit, " it should be your duty to go up 
there, and mingle with them, and try to urge some of 
them to come to Christ." I was not then so much accus- 
tomed to being ^^ instant in season and out of season," and 
my nature shrunk from the publicity, and the apparent 
officiousness of such an act. But I dared not do pther- 
wise than bring the matter closely to the Lord, and^ in 
doing so, duty was made plain. 
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I then asked believingly, that the Lord would direct 
my steps. I noticed a young lady that looked serious, 
though not apparently affected. I addressed her on the 
subject of religion, but could elicit no answer to my 
various inquiries, though she seriously listened. My 
efforts being apparently unavailing, I left her. I pressed, 
with urgency, the gospel invitation on several others. A 
few accepted, and went forward for prayers. But still, 
my heart seemed pressed with the conviction that the 
object for which I had been specially sent there was not 
answered. I asked the. Lord if it were indeed so, that 
my mind might still be directed. 

The young lady I had addressed on entering the 
gallery, still sat there, in a serious and rather pensive 
mood. Believing that " He that asketh recdmihy^ I 
asked for a message from God to her, and felt that I 
received what I had asked. I went to the young 
lady, and, trusting in the Spirit to give power, I solemnly 
said, ** I have a message from God unto thee ! " It was 
evident that the Holy Spirit accompanied the words with 
much power to her inmost heart. The great deep was 
being broken up, and the large tears began to drop in 
quick succession. Observing this, I said, " If you wish 
to have the united prayers of God's people, I will go 
with you from the gallery, and we will go forward to- 
gether to the altar of prayer." But she was still, as before, 
silent. A young lady rose by her side to go out, when 
she suddenly started up too. The movement was so 
unexpected, and she was so powerfully convicted, that I 
thought she was going to dart out of the church, to feid^ 
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&om the presence of God, and I, with sorrow and sur- 
prise, said, 

" What ! going away ? " 

" Going down to the altar ! " she exclaimed quickly. 
As I had promised to go with her, I, of course, felt the 
duty of being true to my word. But she preceded me 
to the altar so rapidly, that, in order to go with her, I 
really had to make myself a spectacle to the congregation, 
and run. Her haste reminded me of Bunyan's Christian, 
fleeing from the City of Destruction, crying. Life ! Life ! 
Eternal Life ! 

For three days, she sought Jesus, sorrowing, when he 
revealed himself to her, the " fairest among ten thousand," 
and the one " altogether lovely." Her friends were all 
entirely irreligious; and, themselves unaccustomed to 
attend the means of grace, they opposed her attendance, 
and variously persecuted her, to turn her from the right 
way of the Lord. She had been a gay votary of the 
world. I advised her not to compromise true Christian 
principles in any iota, but to serve the Lord with earnest 
steadfestness, manifesting that she had given up the 
world, and exhibiting, by her daily walk and conversa- 
tion, all the lovely proprieties of a religious life, assuring 
her, if she would do this, that the Lord would permit 
her to see the salvation of her relatives. It was not 
long before the different branches of the family, father, 
mother, brothers and sisters, married and unmarried, 
were also induced to attend the means of grace ; and, in 
less than three months, the family circle, eleven in num- 
ber, were all brought into the fold of Christ. Surely, it 

14 
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is important to attend to these gentle impressions which 
the Holy Spirit makes on the heart. We would not 
encourage &natical hap-hazard efforts ; but there is 
danger of over-nicety — danger of being so fearful of 
following impressions, as not to follow any impression 
made by the Holy Spirit on the heart. How can the 
Holy Spirit do much with such instrumentaUties toward 
the world's conyersion ? 

It is God that gives the word, and we, as agents, must 
be ready to convey it to the sinner. A number of times 
have I, during our protracted meeting, looked upon the 
g^y and thoughtless, and asked the Lord to speak through 
me to them. I have then, as in the case just narrated, 
taken the message, and delivered it as from the High 
and Holy One. God has honored my faith, and often 
owned the effort in the speedy conviction of the sinner. 
Surely, in this, as in all other matters, " according to 
our fidth " it is done unto us. I believe, in answer to 
strong faith, God will always send the message to the 
sinner's heart ; and though they may not always yield, 
yet it is the duty of the church to give the invitation, 
whether sinners will hear or forbear. The throne of 
God must be guiltless. Christians are workers together 
with God, and, if truly spiritually-minded, are either a 
savor of life unto life, or of death imto death, to those 
with whom they communicate. 

THE MISTAKE. 

On one occasion I made an apparent mistake, by 
speaking to a professor, supposing I was addressing one 
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whose heart was wholly in the world. ** And why did 
you speak to me as to one not professing religion ? " 
asked this gay church member. We did not tell her, 
being quite sure that she might readily infer the cause. 
Is not " the friendship of this world enmity with God ? " 
and if any man will be the friend of the world, is he not 
the enemy of God ? Strange ! that the professed follow- 
ers of Christ should love to be so like the world iux spirit 
and appearance, thu it should be difficult to distinguish 
them. 

The next evening I thought, now I will be careful 
not to speak to a professor for a worldling again. I will 
look for the most irieligious-looking, worldly-conformed 
person in the house. I singled out one who seemed 
wholly irreligious, and was remarkable for the gaiety of 
her appearance. I asked her if she did not think it her 
duty to set out in the service of the Savior. She assured 
me that she had not 7>een in the habit of thinking seri- 
ously on the subject. I said, 

'* Though you mgj not have been in the habit of 
thinking much, yet it is your duty to think. It was 
the sin of Israel that they did not consider. You know, 
as a redeemed creature, you belong to God. You know 
that you toe not your own ; for you have been bought 
with a price. O, why do you not begin to seek the 
Lord ? " 

She was courteous and respectful, as every one duly 
acquainted with the proprieties of life will be, when 
addressed in regard to the highest, and most ennobling 
of all subjects, the salvation of the soul. But from the 
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fact that it is not common^ in our congregations^ to 
address persons in regard to their individual salvation, 
who do not manifest any interest on the subject, she 
probably wondered why I should have singled* out such 
an unlikely subject as herself. 

As a reason why she could not begin at once to seek 
the Lord, she said, 

"I have no feeling on the subject of religion." 

" But do you not know that it is your duty to l>egin 
to seek the Lord ? " 

" I suppose it is." 

" Let us settle this question. It either is your duty, 
or it is not. You believe the Bible is the word of Grod, 
do you not ? " 

She looked as if she could chide me for asking the 
question, and exclaimed, with some warmth, 

"Certainly I do!" 

" And do you, indeed, believe it to be Grod's word, 
as truly as though you could hear him speaking in tones 
of thunder from the heavens, as when uttered on Sinai ? " 

"I do!" 

" If, then, you could hear the voice of God, sounding 
out from the highest heavens, speaking directly to you, 
telling you the precise moment when you must begin to 
seek the Lord, you would not delay one moment. You 
would not hesitate about duty, would you ? " 

*'No, indeed, I would not." 

" Now^ my friend, God is speaking to you from heaven 
this moment. You say you believe the Bible is his 
word, as truly as though you could hear him speak from 
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lieaven. God, by the voice of his word, is now saying 
to you, *Give me thy heart.' If you say, ' When, 
Lord ? ' he tells you just when. ' Now is the accepted 
time; behold, now is the day of salvation.' *It is 
time to seek the Lord.' How can the duty of the 
present moment be made plainer ? You cannot, without 
making yourself a greater sinner, hesitate for one 
moment. You cannot hesitate from the idea that you 
are not convicted ; for the knowledge of duty is con- 
viction. 

'* But I have no feeling." 

" If I will tell you just how you may get feeling, 
will you follow my advice ? " 

"I will." 

Then, go kneel there, with those seekers of salvation. 
Begin to call upon the Lord. Christ is exalted to be a 
Prince and a Savior, to give repentance unto Israel, and 
remission of sins. Call upon Christ for the gift of 
repentance. You will then have the united prayers of 
God's people. There will be more than two or three 
agreed in presenting your case to God. The fervent, 
effectual prayer of the righteous availeth much. Many 
seekers of salvation have found the Savior under sim- 
ilar circumstances. It is not until the day that you 
seek the Lord with all your heart, that he promises to 
be found of you. Seek him now with all your heart, 
and he will now be found of you. You know your 
duty, and if you will now yield to these convictions, you 
will have all the feeling that will ]be needful. It is not 
feeling that is to save you ; Christ alone is the Savior. 
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Yielding to these solemn convictions of duty, but 
without shedding a tear, this gay votary of fashion went 
forward, and, with several other seekers of salvation who 
had presented themselves, she knelt at the altar of 
prayer. She had been there but a few moments before 
manifestations of feeling were abundant. She wept 
profusely. She sought the Lord with all her heart. And 
how long does it take such an one to find the Lord ? If 
I sl^uld say the whole process of awakening and con- 
version did not occupy quite an hour, would you 
doubt the genuineness of the work ? Do not say, yes, 
until after you have ascertained how long it took the 
Lord to convert the jailer in the days of Paul. 

A CONVERSION QUESTIONED, AND WHY! 

I say this, because the experience of one of my 
friends, whose conversion was thus rapid in its pro- 
cesses, was so seriously questioned as to be well-nigh 
fatal to the convert. The conversion was not ques- 
tioned because the fruits were wanting ; but because it 
was so sudden. And these questionings, too, were 
from the lips of grave divines. Suppose, the second 
day after the jailer's conversion, he had casually Mien 
in with the apostle Peter. He tells Peter of the bliss- 
ful heart realizations which have resulted from his faith 
in Christ. With a joyous excitement consequent on 
the sudden transition from the darkness of unbelief to 
the light of faith, he expatiates on the blessedness of his 
change, — the joy and peace of believing. He expects 
heart-inspiring sympathy from Peter, as the old friend 
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of Paul, his spiritual father. " But," says Peter, " my 
friend, you need to be careful. Paul generally produces 
an excitement wherever he goes. A great many sud- 
den conversions take place under his ministry, and, as a 
consequence, spurious conversions are not uncommon. 
You had better be careful, very careful, not to let the 
intelligence of your conversion spread abroad till after 
you have waited long enough to test your conversion 
fully, and know that it is genuine. Do you not think 
our young convert, the jailer, by this time, begins to feel 
his confidence decreasing, and the excitements of his first 
love somewhat lessened ? 

But he goes on, and unexpectedly meets the apostle 
John, another of the old friends of his spiritual father, 
Paul. His confidence and love begin to gather re- 
newed inspirations, and he tremblingly again ven- 
tures to tell of the happy change wrought in his 
heart through faith in Christ. John looks serious, and, 
instead of manifesting joyous reciprocation, begins to 
speak of the danger of being deceived. '* But," says 
the jailer, " Paul recognized me as a true convert, and 
baptized me as such. He did not tell me I had reason 
to fear deception, because I was so suddenly converted." 
*' Yes," says John, *^ but Paul was himself three days 
under conviction, and how can it be that you should be 
converted in so short a time ? " '* It has been much on 
my mind," says our young convert, " that I ought to 
come out at once before the world in the profession of 
my faith." " But," says John, «' you had better wait, 
and be sure that the change is real, and not the effect of 
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Budden excitement; for, if you should chance to fell 
away, as some other of Paul's converts do, how much 
would it be to the disadvantage of the cause which you 
wish to serve ! " 

Now this is not a fancy picture. We had a friend 
whose conversion was well-nigh as sudden as the 
jailer's. And there were two ministers whose abili- 
ty to settle theological difficulties might have placed 
them beyond Peter or John, if time spent in theolog- 
ical studies were the criterion. Our unconverted friend 
had accompanied us to a place, where it was not unu- 
sual to witness sudden and remarkable displays of the 
awakening, justifying and sanctifying power of God. 
He was awakened, and suddenly converted perhaps in 
about as short a time as was the jailer. Yielding to the 
same sort of inspiration which David felt, when he said 
" Come unto me, all ye that fear the Lord, and I will 
tell you what he hath done for my soul," he went to 
tell his pastor, who belonged to a different theological 
.school from that of the miuister under whose labors he 
had been so suddenly converted. He was met in just 
about the way above supposed. It was distressing to 
see the perplexity of his mind on his return. But we 
assured him that the Lord could convert a soul just 
as thoroughly in half an hour, as in half a century. 
He had felt it his duty openly to profess Christ that 
evening. But, yielding to these dissuasions, he became 
disheartened, and resolved not to come out in an open 
profession. This resistance to duty brought great dark- 
ness upon his mind. After laboring with him prayer- 
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fully for some time^ his confidence was again restored^ 
and he resolved to confess Christ. Again he left us^ 
rejoicing in hith, and strong in resolution^ when 
the tempter again, through a minister^ attacked him on 
the same grounds ; the suddenness of his conversion^ and 
the danger of profession ; and again he returned per- 
plexed and discouraged as before. Could such an one 
be expected to hold fast his faith, and in the end make a 
good confession before many witnesses ? Surely, it would 
have been well-nigh miraculous if he had. He was not 
taken away fi:om under such influences, and he did not en- 
dure better than the jailer might have endured, if placed 
under circumstances such as we have described. His 
conversion was doubtless pronounced an ephemeral con- 
version. And those sage theological friends perhaps 
thought the wisdom of their counsels vindicated by the 
result to a demonstration. 

A SUDDEN AND UNQUESTIONABLE CONVERSION. 

But I had another friend who, though even more 
suddenly converted, did not fall in with the same sort 
of doctors of divinity, and endured manfriUy. My 

friend, Mr. , was a man of fine natural address, 

and a lover of pleasure. He often attended divine wor- 
ship, and oft;en, on the Sabbath, made resolves to devote 
himself to the service of Christ. But he had thoughtless 
companions, and he was fond of the race, and his social 
and sportive qualities were ever bringing him into the 
snare of Satan. Each week witnessed him under yet 
greater condemnation from broken resolves. One Sat- 
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urday nighty returning late from his biisiness^ he reflect- 
ed on his many broken vows. His conscience told him 
he ought to do better ; but his heart was so sadly re- 
minded of his many feilures^ that he scarcely dared to 
TOW again. But a new thought struck him. He had 
reached his home. It was now about the solemn mid- 
night hour. The lights in his dwelling were all ex- 
tinguished. But he knew where the good old family 
Bible was. He remembered that the God of the Bible 
was a covenant-keeping God, and opening it between the 
Old and New Covenant, he, as in the solemn presence 
of God, with one hand placed on the Old Testament, 
and the other on the New, renewed his resolves, and 
said, 

" O Lord, if thxm wilt kelp me, I will serve thee forever. ^^ 
Strength from heaven was immediately let down into 
his soul. He felt that God, as his Almighty Helper, 
began to " work in him mightily to will and to do of 
his good pleasure." He laid his head on his pillow 
that night, conscious of the inworkings of the Holy 
Spirit. He greeted the light of the blessed Sabbath, a 
new creature in Christ Jesus. To his own perceptions, 
and to the observation of his friends, ** Old things had 
passed away." By his beaming countenance, and with 
his lips, he testified that the joy of the Lord was his 
strength. Though his sudden change was singularly 
imlooked for, yet we never heard the genuineness of his 
conversion questioned. His consistent, happy, usefrd 
life bore ample testimony that he had passed from death 
unto life — 
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*■ T<nu he not his help afford ? 
Help irliile yet I nak If glTen; 
God oomee down, the God and Lord, 
Who made both earth and hearen." 



Wbit d^aptajn and his (liittsi 

** Captain, did you ever turn your attention seriously 
to the subject of religion ? " 

So said we to the captain of a steamer, with whom we 
had been chatting over a good breakfast on board of his 
yessel. 

Our captain was evidently more pleasantly at home 
on almost any other subject, than the subject of religion. 
But we dared not let the opportunity pass without say- 
ing a few words to him about his eternal interests. 

The captain, in answer to our inquiry, assured us that 
he thought exceedingly well of religion, but had never 
given much of his attention to the subject. And, as we 
still persisted in urging its importance, he exclaimed, 

" O, I am happy." 

" We would be far from disputing that point with you, 
captain. There is a sort of hilarity which the man of 
the world may enjoy when he does not think- But only 
let him once begin to consider, and his happiness is all 
q[K>iled." 

" I would not wish you to think me wholly inattentive 
to the subject of religion. But there are so many things 
to claim one's attention, I do not, I suppose, get aa 
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much time to think as I ought. But I am not without 
my enjoyments. 

^' Do not misunderstand me, captain ; of course, 1 
would not differ with you in opinion on that subject. 
But let me tell you, where I think there is a differ- 
ence. Now, let us be very honest with each other. 
Candidly, my friend, will you be really honest with me, 
if I will be purely so with you ? " 

The captain looked a little demurrish, probaWy fearing 
that he would come out on the wrong side, but, as gentle- 
men will sometimes rather even give up their own 
strong will, than to disobUge the ladies, he hesitatingly 
said, 

« Y-e-s." 

" Well, then, here is where I think you will find 
the difference between the happiness of the worldling 
and that of the Christian. You enjoy the world and the 
various socialities of life. In festive, mirthful scenes, your 
hilarity abounds, but in the midst of the most mirthful, 
only begin to think. My soul is immortal ! This night, 
my soul may be required of me. In such an hour as I 
think not, the Son of man cometh. You know that 
these things are not idle fantasies. Your judgment tells 
you that they are solemn realities : the more you think 
and let your better judgment predominate, the more un 
happy you are." 

" True ! true ! " 

" Now, captain, here is the difference ; the more we 
think, the more happy we are. The religion of our 
Lord Jesus Christ furnishes, in itself, an inexhaustible 
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fund of happiness. While it does not forbid any thing 
of a worldly nature that is really needful for our ehjoy- 
ment, it furnishes other enjoyments, rich and varied 
beyond expression. That it has the promise of the life 
that now is, you admit ; for you believe the Bible. And 
we are witnesses of this truth. (Husband was standing 
beside me.) We have been testing the truth of these 
principles ever since we were little children, and, surely, 
we may be permitted to judge. What we say between 
each other, when no mortal ear is within hearing, must 
be honest, you will allow ; and, husband, do we not 
often say, between each other, that the worldling does 
not even begin to know what happiness means ? " 

Here husband added his testimony, and observed, 
" Beligion has been every thing to me. I have been 
trying it ever since I was a little boy. I don't know 
what I should have been without it. I have tried it in 
childhood, in youth, and in middle age, and now, as I 
begin to contemplate going down the declivity of Hfe, 
the happiness it imparts only increases." 

^* Now you see, captain, you have our united testimony. 
We do not wish you to infer that Christians have no trials. 
Christians, in common with worldlings, are called to 
endure various earthly vicissitudes, and trials painful to 
the flesh ; but, while the worldling has nothing to cheer 
him under these circumstances, the Christian has only to 
thinki and be happy in his souly however much his 
body may suffer. His heavenly Father is ever saying to 
him, '' All things work together for good to them that 
love God," and he has only to keep thinking of this, 
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and the more he thinks^ the more happy he becomes. 
Of course, we know that the hour of death and earthly 
separation must come. But this, instead of destroying 
our happiness, only makes us think with yet greater joy 
of our inheritance— ova home beyond the grave, where 
we shall spend an eternity of happiness in yet more 
blissful union, in the presence of him, ' whom, having 
not seen, we love.' Now, captain, you see here are two 
agreed, and ' in the mouth of two or three witnesses 
every word shall be established.' Tell me, then, 
what do you think of the diflference between the happi- 
ness of the worldling and of the Christian ? You see I 
have been candid ; will you be candid ? " 

The captain frankly acknowledged that we had the 
right of the matter, and conceded that our case was 
fidrly won. He confessed that it was only when he 
could manage to keep out of his thoughts death and 
eternity, that he could be happy. He seemed deeply 
serious, and we were encouraged to believe that he 
would give his more earnest attentions to the subject of 
religion. We repeated the words, 

** 'T is religion, that must ^Te 

Sdiid comfort while we live ; 
*Tis religion most supply 

Solid comfort when we die. 
After death, its Joys wiU be 

Lasting as eternity ; 
Let me, then, make Ood my friend, 

Then my joys sha' 1 never end.^* 

We separated affectionately. Sinners do not love us 
less for being faithful to their souls. They know, if we 
heartily believe what we profess to believe, that we 
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ought to be instant in season^ and out of season, in our 
efforts to save them. Many men of the world seldom 
hear a gospel sermon ; and even those who do hear fre- 
quently need the affectionate and practical diemonstra- 
tions of an earnest Christianity to arrest their attentions, 
and win them to Christ. 



^HERE DOES THE ONE END, AND THE OTHER BEGIN! 
** I CANNOT, for the life of me, see where justification 
ends and sanctification begins." So said my friend, in 
rather an earnest, though not very devotional, mood. 
He might with as much propriety have said, " I cannot, 
for the life of me, see where a person leaves off the 
use of letters and reads well." A state of sanctification 
cannot be obtained or retained, but in connexion with a 
state of justification ; as necessarily so as the letters of 
the alphabet stand in connexion with reading. The 
way to leave the principles of the doctrine of Christ is, 
not to forget them, just as we do not forget the ele- 
mentary branches in literature for the pursuit of 
higher studies. We could no more go on in sanctifi- 
cation without justification, than we could go on per- 
fecting ourselves in reading, after we had forgotten our 
letters. But shall I tell you just how and where I 
apprehended this point in my own experience ? I had 
been going on, sweetly conscious of the smiles of my 
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heayenly Father. For some time, I had been in such a 
state of conscious, loring obedience, that I think I 
would rather have died than knowingly have offended 
my heavenly Father. My course had been onward and 
upward. As I ascended the heavenly way, clearer 
light shone upon my mind, revealing higher duties, 
requiring more of the spirit of sacrifice, and furnishing 
yet stronger tests of obedience. But, with increasing 
light, increasing strength was given, enabling me to be 
answerable to these higher duties : for I had not learned 
how to retain a state of justification while under con- 
demnation at the same time for neglecting known 
duties. 

THE CEISIS. 

But the memorable crisis came when I could not have 
retained a state of justification one hour longer without 
passing over into that state where entire sanctification 
begins. Others may act upon the. principle that it is 
optional with themselves whether they will remain in a 
state of justification, or go on to a state of entire sancti- 
fication, but, with me, the command was absolute, " Go on 
to perfection " — " be ye holy ; " and, if I had not obeyed, 
I should have been condemned for my disobedience ; and 
how could I have been in a state of condemnation and 
in a state of justification at the same time ? But I will 
show you the crisis, the precise point where justification 
would have ended, and condemnation would have begun, 
if I had not taken the further step, and entered 

« The land of rest from Imbied ain, 
The land of perflbot hoUneea." 
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I had^ that evenings been enabled to come to the decis- 
ion that I would, not only in word, but in spirit, recog- 
nize my covenant engagements, and yield myself, with 
all the ties that had bound me to earth, wholly and for- 
ever to God. I had often endeavored to enter into 
covenant engagements before ; but I now saw there was 
a marked difference between being willing to give up all, 
and the act of really giving up all ; — as marked a dif- 
ference as may be inferred to exist between an offerer 
under the Jewish dispensation who is willing to lay his 
sacrifice on the altar, and another offerer who really per- 
forms the act of placing his gift there. 

The sacrifice of the offerer could not be sanctified un- 
til it was laid on the altar, for it was by virtue of the 
altar that it was sanctified. • When I clearly perceived 
this, O what a struggling of nature ensued 1 I had lift- 
ed my hand to God — ^had ofl:en said, " I will give up 
all ; " but now, when I saw that there was to be an 
eternal surrender of life, reputation, and friends dearer 
than life — all^ — all! O, it was a point quite beyond 
what I had reached before. But what could I do? 
Could I stand still at this point, and remain in a ^tate of 
justification while refusing to comply with what I knew 
to be the demand of God, and in fulfilment of covenant 
engagements long since made ? I saw I could not ; I 
must either make the necessary sacrifices, or I must 
sin, and, by my disobedience, forfeit a state of justifica- 
tion. And it is here justification would have ended with 
me had I refused to be holy. Do you ask. How did you 
retain a state of justification before, when all was not 

15« 
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given up ? Perhaps I cannot answer your question bet- 
ter than by referring you to what the Savior said to his 
disciples, " I have many things to say unto you, but ye 
cannot bear them now." I had, for some time previous 
to this, been answerable to the light as I had received it. 
The Holy Spirit had led me onward, revealing higher 
and yet higher duties, as I was able to bear them, till I 
was brought up to the point described, and was enabled 
to be answerable to my covenant engagements, and yield 
myself up entirely and irrevocably to God ; and, in do- 
ing this, -I felt that I did no more than I ought to do, 
and was but an unprofitable servant. 

CAN WE BE MORE THAI? PERFECT! 

Do not those who go on to perfection arrive at a point 
where they stop ? for how can one be more than per- 
fect? No! Do you remember that Paul speaks of 
perfecting holiness in the fear of the Lord ? Or, I do 
not know why we may not take a simile we have be- 
fore used, and ask, Must not a child stop reading, be- 
cause he has learned to read perfectly? whereas his 
having learned to read perfectly only introduces him to 
yet higher and higher branches of study, till his mighty 
soul goes on grasping in knowledge while life endures. 
Or, to use another figure : Holiness is a way cast up for 
the ransomed of the Lord to walk in. K you were in 
the way to a given place, would it be necessary for you 
to stop because you were in the way ? The fact is, your 
only aim in getting into the way was that you might 
progress in the way until you reached the destined 
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point. Well, heaven is our home. It is our home, for 
Christ has purchased heaven for us. There is a way by 
which we must go, if we would reach this home. God 
^as given this way a name. It shall be called The 
Way of Holiness. In this way our goings must be 
established if we would ever reach our heavenly desti- 
nation. The redeemed of the Lord shall walk there. 
But remember you cannot walk in this way of holiness 
until you have entered upon it. O, may you enter 
BpeedQy ! 



Winwmitlxim IwTMd (©ul* 



Father R was educated in the belief of Uni- 
versal Salvation, and, until he was about twenty-four 
years old, he thought himself a firm believer, and would 
probably have been seriously incensed had his best friend 
hinted that he was not sound in the faith of Universal- . 
ism. And with this delusion conscience was well-nigh 
quieted, when the following significant incident occur- 
red: 

He was harrowing a field with a pair of young wild 
steers. The harrow caught in a stump. In the effort 
to release it, the cattle started, and he was thrown under 
the harrow. The steers now ran in wildest speed. The 
teeth of the harrow in the mean time had fastened to his 
clothing, and an awful and immediate death seemed inev- 
itable. And who can depict or conceive the horror of 
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the scene, as, with furious speed, he was dragged under 
this " instrument with teeth " the space of thirty or forty 
rods ! But this harrowing of his body was only made 
the occasion of a harrowing of conscience, which wholl;y 
exceeded his care for his body, and he began to call 
mightily on God, and promised the Lord, if he would 
but spare his life, he would serve him all his days. 
" Lord, have mercy — Lord, have mercy on my soul ! '* 
was his cry. Nor did he cease to cry until God indeed 
manifested his saving mercy, and he was filled with 
praise for delivering and saving grace. After his re 
lease, one suggested, " I thought you were a Universal- 
ist, and, if so, why afraid to die ? " He answered, " I 
thought so too ; but, when death stared me in the face, 
I tbund the doctrine of Universalism would not stand 
the test." And it was thus, about forty years since, that 

Father R was brought to know the pardoning 

mercy of God tlirough Christ. Ever since, he has been 
a steady traveller in the way to heaven. And earnest 
ha;ve been his manifestations of solicitude that all who 
are endeavoring to make themselves think they believe 
in Universal Salvation, may know that the doctrine will 
not stand the harrow of conscience in view of sudden 
and awfiil death. 

LOVE-FEAST TESTIMONY. 

Father R did as every one who resolves to 

serve the Lord ought to do ; that is, immediately after 
his conversion, he united with an evangelical church. 
But the people with whom he united in church felluv 
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ship did not believe that Christ stood ever ready to save 
his people from all their sins in the present life. Some 
months after, he was thrown in contact with a people 
who believed that the prayer of the apostle, " The very 
God of peace sanctify you wholly," &c., ought to be 
fulfilled in the experience of every believer. This was 
at a camp-meeting. A prayer circle had been formed 
for specific labor on this theme. It was the first that 

Father R had heard of the subject of entire sanc- 

tification. His immediate resolve was, that, if there was 
a state of religious experience beyond what he enjoyed, 
it should, through grace, be his. He told his brethren 
his want of knowledge on the subject, and solicited their 
advice and prayers. The brethren instructed him, and 
prayed for him, and, before he left that circle, he was a 
hs^py partaker of the grace of entire sanctification. A 
minister present, after hearing this interesting love-feast 

testimony from the lips of Father R , exclaimed, 

" Father E , you were not then told it might take 

a long time to grow up into a readiness to obtain the 
blessing before it could be received ? " " No ! " he ex- 
claimed, " we believed in having it done and done with." 

Father B , another father in Israel, then arose, and, 

after stating specifically when and where he received 
the blessing of holiness, said, " Brethren and sisters, I 
go for the short way offaithy and the long way of living." 
An earnest response resounded through the air^ and the 
congregated hundreds joined in the hearty " Amen ! ** 
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Let us enter into this famous^ well-arranged manu- 
&cturing establishment. Here are the most magnificent, 
yariouSy and finely-wrought specimens of art turned oft' 
at shortest notice, and apparently with the ease of 
thought. Let us look closely into this stupendous 
machinery. Here are "wheels within wheels," and 
what not. What a complication! — ^little, tiny wheels 
and large wheels, shafts, bands, lathes, saws, drills, — 
every thing with the ease of naturalness, yet with the 
most exact precision, performing its office. As though 
it were a thing of life, endued with inherent power, 
and voluntary in its own acts, it is ever turning out to 
the gaze of the curious observer these beautiful speci- 
mens of workmanship ♦ ♦ » ♦. But, ah, suddenly, an 
utter cessation ! This thing of life has ceased its work- 
ings. Every part of this complicated and stupendous 
machinery is motionless as death. What has befsEdlen 
it? 

Ah, there was a secret power, hidden away— out of 
sight, propelling it to action. That power ceases to 
act; for some ill-intentioned individual has stealthily 
detached the motive force from the machinery. What 
shall be done ? What loss must accrue to the owner by 
these passing minutes ! Scores of hands are idle, and 
the minutes of many make hours. But why all this 
delay and consternation ? How simple the act by which 
all this wrong may be adjusted, and this thing of life 
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put in motion again ! PtU on the steam ! There, now 
all is right again. Every thing is in action. How 
simple the expedient, yet how effectual ! 

" Mrs. , how are you getting along in religion ? " 

" 0> do not begin to ask me ; for I cannot begin to 
tell what a distressed, perplexed state of mind I am in. 
Why, I am not even willing to be holy, and, of course, 
I cannot ask the Lord to make me holy." 

Mrs. was an intelligent and influential lady, and 

the wife of a minister. She was the daughter of the 
late Judge , in that region favorably and exten- 
sively known. The enemy of all righteousness knew 
that she was placed in a position to exert a fax-reaching 
influence for good ; and so he took proportionate pains 
to tempt her with many, and varied perplexities. We 
were now on a camp ground, and, on first reaching the 

encampment, we had heard of Mrs. *s distressed 

state of mind. And, in the midst of the encampment, 
we had, for the first time, met. Wishing not to refer 
to what we had heard of her strange perplexities, — ^for the 
tempter loves to have us consume the precious time 
given us for noble purposes, in detailing his tempta- 
tions, — ^to avoid a recital of this sort, I simply asked the 
preceding question, and was answered as stated. 

She then went on to specify many things that she was 
not willing to do, some things which I thought it prob- 
able she might be required to do, and other things I 
thought she might not be required to do. Satan is a hard 
master, and he often presents strange inconsistencies to 
the mind, in the form of duties. And then because he 
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cannot induce us to consent to things that are not pure, 
and lovely, and of good report, then he accuses us that 
we are not willing to do our duty. And thus many a 
sincere person gets under the condemnation of SiUan, 
whom in reality God does not condemn, otherwise than 
as he condemns us for belieying Satan. 

" I am not willing to be holy,'* she exclaimed. " I am 
not willing to go and stand there, and invite sinners to 
Christ, and tell cold-hearted professors of the danger of 
their condition. I am not willing to be of no reputa- 
tion for Christ's sake. Before the world, I might possi- 
bly be willing to be of no reputation ; but, before my 
brethren and sisters, and especially before ministers^ I 
am not." 

" I do not know that the Lord will require you to do 
all these things you have spoken of. His service is 
honorable. He does not require us to do any thing that 
is not pure, and lovely, and of good report ; nothing that 
Gabriel, or the highest aichangel in heaven, might not 
covet to do. K you could have made yourself willing, 
you would have done it long ago — ^would you not? 

" Indeed I would." 

" You do not expect to make yourself willing, do 
you?" 

"No!" 

" Do you think Christ could make yqu willing ? " 
After a little hesitation she replied, ^' Yes--^if it w^ye not 
for my unbelief." 

*^ Do you think unbelief a sin ? " 

^adq." 
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" How can lie save you from your unbelief or any other 
sin, unless you yield yourself wholly up to him, and let 
him do it ? It surely is a sin not to be willing to be 
holy, not to be willing to be of no reputation, and to 
perform every duty. But you cannot work a willingness 
in yourself. It is only Christ that can work in you that 
which is well pleasing in his sight ; but how can he do 
it, until you yield yourself wholly up to him ? If he 
would have you do those things which have been sug- 
gested to your mind as duty, he can cause you to be more 
than willing. The moment you yield yourself up whol- 
ly to him he will put his Spirit within you, and the_ 
things which you have felt you could not do will be the 
very things you will love to do ; for Christ will work 
in you mightily to will and to do of his good pleasure. ' 

But still she was sad, very sad ; still she kept looking 
at herself, and her many varied failures in duty, instead 
of looking to Jesus ; much as it would have been with 
those Israelites, after they had been bitten by the fiery 
serpents, had they looked at their wounds instead of 
looking up to the brazen serpent. We reminded her 
of this, and said, 

♦ " Mrs. , God is not a hard master ; his way» art 

equal. He says, " Look unto me and be ye saved," not 
leaving it optional with yourself whether you will do 
this or not. He does not command you to look to him, 
without giving you the ability. You dishonor and dis- 
obey your Savior, every moment you linger thus. Your 
malady, instead of growing better, is growing worse. 
Your agony and tears, though you might weep tears of 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



182 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THB 

ThA look and the eure. UnmiudAil of tears. BelioTing with a reason. 

blood, cannot induce the Savior to save you in youi 
unbelief. You are disobeying God, every moment 
while you are looking at the effects of sin on your heart 
instead or looking to the Savior. And just as suiely 
will you perish, as those Israelites would have perished, 
however sincere or earnest they might have been in their 
intention to look up to the brazen serpent, if they had 
not actually looked up. 

It was then proposed that we should retire from the 

gaze of the multitude, to Mrs. 's private tent. 

Here, as in the solemn presence of God, she resolved on 
an immediate, unconditional, irrevocable surrender of hei 
entire being to Christ. 

Her heart had been in a tuinult of conflicting sorrows, 
but now she seemed unmindful even of her tears, as she 
knelt to yield herself up in everlasting covenant to God, 
resolved from that moment to trust in Christ, as her 
present and complete Savior, believing that he would 
empower her for every duty, and work in her mightily, 
** to will and to do of his good pleasure." 

What could she do but yield herself up to God, 
through Christ, jmt as she vms ? This she did. And, 
without requiring signs or wonders, she calmly took God 
at his word, believing, as she gave herself up wholly, 
he received her wholly, just because he said so, and 
this, surely, was not believing without a reason. She 
took the word of God as the foundation of her faith, and 
did not say in her heart, " Who shall ascend into heaven 
to bring Christ down, or who shall descend into the 
deep, to bring Christ up ? " But, simply, because Christ 
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had said he would receive her, and would come and 
dwell in her heart, and work in her that which was 
well pleasing in his sight, she trusted in him to do just 
what he had said he would do. And who ever trusted 
in him, and was confounded ? 

Sweetly did she enter into rest. O ! what a heavenly 
calm succeeded! Christ. had come to take up his abode 
in her. And she quietly and believingly rested on his 
word. 

I felt a divine conviction on my own heart that the 
work was done ; and, with a joyful and confident heart, 
praised the Lord for what he had done, and said, 

" ^TiB done ! the greftt transaction 's done ! " 

** Lord, she is forever thine ! Thou dost receive her." 
And together, in subdued accents, we praised and mag- 
nified the name of our covenant-keeping God. 

The christian brother, who had first mentioned, in 
my hearing, the spiritual distress of this now happy 
friend, came in, when I was quickly called away to other 
duties. This brother subsequently informed me that, 
shortly after I left the tent, a company of thoughtless 

worldlings came in to see Mrs. , when, with tears, 

and in the most urgent, persuasive manner, she cried out, 
** ! what will become of these sinners, if they do not re- 
pent, and turn to the Lord ? " And thus, in most winning 
entreaty, she sought to gain them to the Savior. How 
evidently was Christ now working in her heart, to do 
the very things which she had said she could not do ! 

The next day, I incidentally saw her standing just 
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ahout where she had pointed^ as she said to me^ ^^ I am 
not willmg to go and stand there, and tell worldly pro- 
fessors of the danger of their condition, and urge sinners 
to Christ." But there she stood, amid worldly profes- 
sors and sinners, tearful, yet in dignified, moving pathos, 
pleading that they would comply with the conditions of 
salvation. 

The last day of the meeting came. Hundreds had 
assembled to witness the closing exercises. There, be- 
fore the rough-made pulpit, in that beautiful leafy 
temple " not made with hands," sat about thirty of 
Christ's ambassadors, with their venerated presiding 

elder. Dr. , at their head. Many, from among 

both the ministry and laity, had been testifying, to the 
praise of God, of the excellency of grace. Among 

others, Mrs. had risen, and witnessed a good 

confession, testifying joyfully of the blessedness of 
having yielded up all believingly to Christ, trusting in 
him to work in her mightily that which was well 
pleasing in his sight. Just as the exercises were about 
closing, she rose again, and for a few moments stood 
with her handkerchief to her face, so much affected as 
to be unable to speak. 

**Can I ? can I ?" she wept out, when, as if sudden- 
ly reminded of the secret of power she had so recendy 
learned, she exclaimed, " Yes, I can ! " 

And then, with a holy composure and a dignity of 
bearing, such as could only have been inspired by the 
Spirit, through whose influences she spoke, she address- 
ed that group of ministers, in words which may never 
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be forgotten. With due deference to their calling, as 
legates from the skies, she addressed such words of 
burning truth and entreaty, in such feithfulness, affec- 
tionateness and power, as, I think, I never heard equal- 
ed. Who, that heard, will ever forget them ! Ministers 
and people were astonished, and wept After she had 
finished, the presiding elder arose, much affected, and 
said, 

** Thank you ! Thank you. Sister , I believe 

some of us do try to be faithful to the people of our 
various charges, but O, how few feel the importance of 
being faithful to us ! '' 

And this was the christian sister whose spiritual ener- 
gies were, such a short time since, paralyzed; who 
said she was not even willing to be holy, and therefore 
could not ask to be made holy ; who was not willing 
to be of no reputation before her Christian friends, and 
especially before ministers. Here she was, as by an in- 
herent power, and by her own election, choosing to do 
those very things, which she had in vain sought to make 
herself willing to do. What mysterious change has 
come over her ? Why, she has learned the secret of 
power. By a simple act of entire reliance on Christ, 
she became so fully united to Christ, that every secret 
spring of her being was set in motion, and brought into 
harmonious action with the divine will. And who can 
tell what may be accomplished, by the mighty inwork- 
ings of an indwelling Christ in this soul, now that all 
its vast machinery is in full and harmonious action? 
The secret of power is union with Christ. 

16* 
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Thebe was a company of humble disciples who, in 
attending a meeting on one occasion, received such a 
blessing that the influence of that one blessing was as 
fer-reaching as their lives. They had come together by 
the appointment of the Savior, but not more by his 
appointment than on some special occasions when you 
assemble with your brethren. Christ had promised to 
send the promise of his Father upon them, but not 
more explicitly than he has promised to send the prom- 
ise of his Father upon you. I do not doubt but there 
were those among that company who felt themselves 
very unworthy of the grace. But, in making the prom- 
ise, Christ had not said, " If you will assemble, and get 
yourselves into a state of worthiness, I will send the 
promise of my Father upon you." We know of one, in 
fact, who seemed to be specially unworthy. If it had 
been asked. Who among this company is the most un- 
worthy ? he would have been the first to respond, " It 
is I " ! And such were the well-known facts in his case, 
that it is probable none could have successfully disputed 
the case with him. For he had, with oaths and curses, 
denied his Savior not long previous to this eventful 
meeting. But the Savior had told him to be present at 
4ie meeting, and that was enough to assure him that the 
promise of the Father was to come upon him with as 
much fulness and freeness as upon the others. Christ 
had not said that the most worthy should receive the 
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greatest blessing. And^ if we may judge from the effect 
of the blessing, we may infer that, of all the great bless- 
ings on that occasion received, Peter received the great- 
est. So penetrating, all-pervading, and ever-enduring 
was the blessing that I do not doubt but its conse- 
quences, in the case of each of these humble disciples, 
were not only as far-reaching as life with them, but as 
enduring as eternity. Would you like to receive such 
a blessing? I will try to tell you how you may get it. 
If you would get as great a blessing as the early dis- 
ciples received, you must ** forget the things that are 
behind," just as Peter did. It was the full baptism of 
the Holy Ghost which Peter received. You may see 
the promise of the Father recorded in Acts ii. 17, 18. 
By this you will see' that the promise is just as specifi- 
cally for you now as it was for those early disciples. 
** I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh, and your sons 
and your daughters shall prophesy," &c. If you would 
get this great blessing, resolve that you will make every- 
thing subservient to the attainment of it now. Begin 
to toait for it with a definite resolve that you will have 
it. And if the enemy tells you that you are wilful, and 
asks the wherefore of such a resolve, tell him that your 
Lord has told you to tarry at Jerusalem, with the spe- 
cific assurance that he will send the promise of his Father 
upon you. If he asks, *1 How do you know that this 
is God's time " ? you may tell him that God has specifi- 
cally set the time : " Now is the accepted time." If 
he tells you about your present and former unworthi- 
aess, you can tell him that you have resolved to obey 
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Grod, and forget the things that are behind — ^that you 
never received one blessing because you were worthy, 
but many and continuous blessings because of the infi- 
nite merits of your Savior. And then go, clabning the 
blessing now. If God has promised the blessing now, 
it is your duty to have it now ; for there can be no feil- 
ure on the part of Grod ; his word is eternal truth. His 
name is " The Faithful and True Witness." The bless- 
ing is received by fidth ; but do you ask to know 

OF THAT FAITH WHICH SANCTIFIES WHOLLY NOW! 

Mr. Wesley says : " A man cannot be sanctified with- 
out fSEuth. He may have ever so much repentance, or 
ever so much good works, yet all this does not at all 
avail. He is not sanctified till he believes ; but the mo- 
ment he believes, with or without these finiits, yea, with 
more or less of this repentance, he is sanctified." Mr. 
Wesley goes on to say : *^ You shall not be disappointed 
of your hope : it will come, and will not tarry. Look 
for it, then, every day, every hour, every moment! 
Why not this moment ? Certainly, you may look for it 
now, if you believe it is by faith. And by this token 
you may surely know whether you seek it by faith or 
by works. If by works, you want something to be done 
first, before you are sanctified. You think, I must first 
be, or do, thus or thus. Then you are seeking it by 
works unto this day. If you seek it by faith, you may 
expect it as you are ; and if as you are, then eacpect it 
now. It is of importance to observe that there is an in- 
separable connexion between these three points : expect 
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it by faith ; expect it as you are ; and expect it now 1 
To deny one of these is to deny them all. To allow one 
is to allow them all. Do you believe we are sanctified 
by faith ? Be true, then, to your principle, and look for 
this blessing just as you are, neither better nor worse ; 
as a poor sinner that has nothing to pay, nothing to 
plead, but Christ died. And if you look for it as you 
are, then expect it now. Stay for nothing ; why should 
you ? Christ is ready, and he is all you want. He is 
waiting for you ; he is at the door ! '' 

THE STEPS IN FAITH TAXEN BY TOUR FEIEND. 

Shall I tell you the step by which a friend of yours 
was brought to the exercise of that faith by which the 
blessing of holiness was received ? After having made 
an unconditional and absolute surrender of herself to 
Christ, the question was proposed, ** How do you know 
that Gk)d will receive you ? " For a moment, the inquiry 
seemed perplexing, and she began to question, ** How 
shall I know that God will receive me ? *' She could 
think of no way she might know, and was pondering 
over the point when the Spirit inwardly whispered, ** It 
is written, ^ I will receive you.' " " Must I beUeve it 
because it stands written — simply recorded — ^in the wqrd 
of God, without any other evidence ? " she exclaimed, 
when the Holy Spirit reproved her unbelief by saying, 
'* If you should hear God audibly speaking to you from 
heaven, in tones of thunder, just as he spake on Mount 
Sinai, and he should say, * I will receive you ; * ch:, if 
you should see it written in letters oi fire, as a sign, 
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arching the heavens, * I will receivb you,' would yon 
believe it then ? " "I could not help believing it then ; 
I should have the evidence of my senses," she respond- 
ed. And here she was reproved from the fact that she 
had always known that the blessing was received by 
£dth, and she now saw that the Bible was as much the 
Word of Gtod as though she could hear him speaking 
in tones of loudest thunder every moment, or as though 
she could see it written on a sign arching the heavens ; 
and she also saw that faith was to believe it. " But," said 
the enemy, " suppose, after you have believed, you do 
not rj3ceive any special manifestation, or do not feel dif- 
ferent ? " '' It is written, ' The just shall live by faith,' " 
was the response. " But suppose you were called to 
live a long life, and should «have nothing to depend on 
but the naked word of God, and then should even die, • 
and come up before your Judge without any other re- 
liance than the word of God, what would you do then ? " 
*^ I would come up before my Judge, and, if questioned 
why I had come there without having had any of those 
extraordinary manifestations of which others might speak, 
I would say, ' The foundation of my faith was thy im 
mutable woRD^' " And here Satan was vanquished ! 

Yes, vanquished ! I do not mean that the tempter 
assaulted her no more, but that she was now left to the 
confirmed consciousness of her own spirit that, in heart, 
she believed. But there was yet another step to be 
taken before she could receive that divinely inwtought 
consciousness by which the Holy Spirit was to testify 
with her spirit that the work was wrought ; for — 
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** Both the witnesses are joined 
The Spirit of God with ours," 

That further step you will see distinctly recognized 
in the passage, " With the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation." Just so soon as she began rvith her 
mouth to confess the faith of her heart before God, just 
so soon the Holy Spirit powerfully testified with her 
spirit, that it was unto salvation — -present— full salvation. 



Jlmlimd Just in Wmt. 



'* Instant in season out of season." That is, where 
there are not opportunities, make them. Who does 
not feel a shrinking of the flesh in relation to these out- 
of-the-way duties ? 

" The flesh dislikes the way, 
Bat ftdth approves it well." 

There is no sin in feeling a shrinking of the flesh in 
view of crossing duties. Do you not think that Abra- 
ham felt a shrinking of the flesh while journeying to 
Mount Moriah ? But there is no sin in being tempted 
to shrink. The sin lies in yielding. 

" Will you go to see a lady living in street ? 

She seems to be evidently very near death, and I can 
#ee no reason to think that she is prepared for her 
diange. She seems to be asleep in the cradle of carnal 
security. She is an attendant on a church where, with 
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too many, the ordinances are regarded as savings and, in 
her estimation, baptism may be regeneration. Neither 
herself^ nor friends, may wish to see you ; but I think 
her soul is at stake. Do go ! " 

About thus said a zealous disciple, who even prefer- 
red that her sick friend should be offended rather than 
that she should lose her soul. 

But do you wonder that I should feel a shrinking of 
nature in view of the anticipated repulsion ? To go as 
an intruder, and visit a sick lady, who might not wish to 
see me, and be the revealer of unpleasant truths which 
it might vex her to hear, — ^^ And then you have so little 
confidence in death-bed repentance," said the tempter. 
The whole matter looked discouraging, and my nature 
recoiled. Such a dissuasive influence did I feel s^ainst 
going, that I began to question whethier it might not be 
Satanic influences operating against the salvation of that 
soul. Satan is the Prince of the power of the air, and 
evil intelligences are all around us. 

" Th«7 ttirong the air, and daAea heaven, 
And role the loirw world." 

" For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers 
of the darkness of this world, against spiritual wtcked- 
ness in high pla^esy*^ or, as the margin of my Bible says, 
" against wicked spirits.^^ I do not doubt but souls have 
been lost that might have been saved, if it had not been 
for the enthusiastic doctrine " that we are not to do 
good unless our hearts are free to it." 
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But we may make capital even out of Satan's own 
doings^ on the same principle that God can make the 
wrath of his enemies to praise him. Now, thought I, if 
Satan does not want me to go and see this lady, surely 
I must go ; for Satan is always wrong. And so I went, 
particularly because the enemy tempted me to feel such 
a dissuasive influence against going. 

I found access to the lady even more embarrassing 
than I had anticipated. Every look and action seemed 
to say, " What has brought you here ? " — " What 
have you come for ? " But I went forward, trusting in 
him who has the hearts of the children of men in his 
hands, believing that he would give me all the influence, 
wisdom, and power needful for the emergency. 

Christians do not go a warfare at their own charge, 
and it is strange we do not learn ever to confide in God, 
believing, if he calls us to a duty, that he will sustain us 
in a way that will be most influential for good, and not 
really unbecoming the dignity of our high calling. His 
work is all so honorable that an angel might covet the 
privilege of doing it. I had scarcely finished making 
affectionate inquiries into the state of the health of the 
lady, when she mentioned the very recent and unex- 
pected death of her nearest neighbor. I expressed 
deep interest, and asked, 

" Was she prepared to die ? " 

" O, her friends did not like to have much said to her ! 
They were afraid of alarming her, and ^lastening her 
death." 

And then, as if the faot of her neighbor's being pre- 
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pared for a joyful appearing in the presence of God had 
been placed wholly beyond doubt, she added, 

*^ She prayed just before she died, — said the Lord^s 
prayer, I believe." 

** Ah ! I am afraid, if that is all the evidence she left 
of being prepared for death, she may have died unpre- 
pared to meet God. O, it is, indeed, a serious thing to 
be prepared to spend an unending eternity in the pre- 
sence of a pure and holy God ! What a moment is life ! 
Even the longest life on earth is as " a vapor that ap- 
peareth for a little time and then vanisheth away." 
But the soul is immortal. Millions on millions of ages 
are before us ; and, when these are past, the soul has but 
begun to live— millions on millions will again pass away, 
and yet the soul has but commenced the eternity of its 
existence. Surely, the whole of life, even though our 
years were multiplied to threescore and ten, seems short 
indeed in view of preparing the soul to spend an eter- 
nity of happiness in the presence of a righteous and 
holy God. 

" Not every one that saith unto me. Lord ! Lord ! 
shall enter into the kingdom of heaven, but he that 
doeth the will of my Father, which is in heaven." It 
is not a small thing to be saved. It will require some- 
thing more than attention to outward observances and a 
profession of religion. How evident, from the words 
of the Savior, that many (not a few) die deceived, and 
never know their true condition till they are ushered 
into eternity ! The Savior never used one untruthful 
figure. He says nothing to frighten us into obedience. 
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or to excite needless fears — ^he never uses a figure which 
is too strong in its ultimate bearings to express the reality 
of the thing intended. Nothing but an application of 
the blood of Christ to our souls and a life of devoted- 
ness to his will, will meet the requirement of God. 
^ Many shall say unto me. Lord, Lord, have we not pro- 
phesied in thy name, and in thy name have cast out 
devils^ and in thy name, have done many wonderful 
works ? * How evidently were these professors of reli- 
gion ! But what does the Savior say ? " Then will I 
profess unto them I never knew you." The lady looked 
on me evidently astounded. A bystander might have 
thought me cruel. But I remembered a brother who, 
when near death, upbraidingly said to his sister, one of 
my fidends, " You would rather I would lose my soul 
than make me angry," and I determined this lady should 
not have occasion to upbraid me thus at the bar of God. 
The remarks seemed to have fallen upon her with al- 
most a bewildering force. 

Silence, solemn as eternity, for a few moments, suc- 
ceeded. I broke it by saying, 

"Shall I pray?" 

The startling things I had said seemed so confound- 
ing, that, perhaps, from bewilderment rather than from 
unwillingness, there was no reply, when I solemnly said, 

^^ Let us pray." 

I knelt, and endeavored to pray ad thp Spirit gave 
utterance. During prayer, I heard stifled sobs. 

On rising from prayer, I saw that the Holy Spirit was 
powerfully at work ; but I resolved not to linger for 
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fiuther conversation, fearful of interfering with the 
operations of the Spirit, by the introduction of a word 
that might divert her mind. 

Near midnight, following the next day, my husband 
was sent for in his professional capacity, in great haste, 
to see a lady, who, it was said, was dying. What 
should he witness, on entering the sick chamber, but 
the lady I had visited the day previous, newly raised 
from the death of sin to a life of holiness ! She had 
been enabled truly and heartily to repent of sin, and was 
now believing* on the Lord Jesus Christ. Faith in 
Christ possesses a vital power, and who that has proved 
it, does not know it ? So gloriously did this lady prove 
its life-restoring influences, that it seemed almost like a 
resurrection of the body, as well as of the soul. She 
had, for months, been pining away with the consumption ; 
but now, her body appeared well-nigh resurrected with 
the soul, and she, with a remarkable degree of physical, 
mental, and spiritual power, talked of the glory of her 
inheritance, and, in exalted strains, she gave God the 
glory of her salvation, and urged her friends to prepare 
to meet her in heaven. Her friends, being unaccustom- 
ed to witness such manifestations of the saving power 
of Christ, thought surely she must be dying, and had 
thus opportunely sent for a pious physician, who well 
knew how to rejoice with a soul newly raised to spirit- 
ual life. 

" As soon as in him we believe, 
By fidfh of his Spirit we take ; 
And, i^reely forgiTen, receiye 
The meroy for Jesus's si^e. 
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We gain a pure drop of hia love, 

The life of eternity know, 
Angelical happiness prove, 

And witness a hearen below." 

The state of this lady's health contmued much im- 
proved ; so that we almost concluded that the Lord 
mtended to raise her up : and it was not until about 
three months afterwards that the Lord took her to him- 
self. 



Wh Jndttdlrlfs. 



I KNOW you desire to be fitted for the highest degree 
of useftdness. You will be useful in about the same 
proportion you are holy, and are armed with the 
might of the Spirit. You will, doubtless, find oppos- 
ers, perhaps some where least expected. But we are 
armed for conflict. And, after the Captain of our sal- 
vation has put upon us the whole armor, it ought not to 
surprise us greatly that he should place us where we 
may be called to endure the fiercest fire of our opposers. 
With the shield of faith, the breastplate of righteous- 
ness, and the entire preparation of the gospel, what 
may we not endure ? Did ever the hottest fire of the 
enemy penetrate through these ? Never ! Those who 
are thus equipped are not only conquerors, but more 
than conquerors. I have heard it said that Napoleon 
had a company of reserves, which he called *^ Invinci- 
bles." This company was made up of those who had 
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signalized themselves by deeds of noble daring, and the 
signal honor of being chosen one of this corps, was 
regarded as an equivalent for the imminent jeopardy of 
life, many times over. This company of honored re- 
serves, we are told, was only called out on occasions 
when more than ordinary bravery was in requisition. 
Do you not covet to be one of the Lord's Invincibles f 
I. must confess I do. Then let us not shrink, though 
we may be placed where hard fighting may be demand- 
ed. Through our God we shall do valiantly. The 
Captain of our salvation goes out before us, and never 
did he lose a battle. 



Imnanitg in l^atueiu 



Of the high responsibilities of the calling of the Chris- 
tian, I have conceptions wholly beyond my power to 
express. God, at an infinite expenditure, has redeemed 
a lost world ; and now it is his will that it should speed- 
ily be renovated, and brought home to himself. But 
he intends doing this through human agencies. By his 
Son, who was the " express image of his person," and in 
whom dwelt all the " fulness of the Godhead bodily," the 
work was begun. He was the Son of man. He inhab- 
ited a human form, and, among men, appeared as man. 
Passing from childhood — ^through youth unto mature 
manhood — subject to the diversified changes incident to 
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these successive stages in common life, teaching us how 
to live, " tempted in all points like as we are, yet with- 
out sin," and, by his vicarious death, purchasing salva- 
tion for all mankind, and then, having passed through 
the portals of death, 

'^ And shown onr feet the way," 

he ascended on high. Sanctified humanity had now 
become glorified humanity; but it was humanity still. 
Those very feet, that had traversed the streets of Jeru- 
salem and its adjacent villages, and whose every step, as 
our Exemplar, had been in obedience to the will of his 
Father, and which were at last nailed to the cross, — 
those identical hands, which had been extended in min- 
istrations to the multitude, and had so recently washed 
the disciples' feet, and had yet more recently been 
extended before heaven and earth, and riveted to the 
wood — ^that head, pierced with thorns ; that body, 
whose every limb, and fibre, had been convulsed with 
intenser agony than the mind of man may conceive, — 
that identical body ascended to heaven. The disciples 
stood gazing with wonder and awe as they saw that 
human, yet glorified, form borne upward till " a cloud 
received him out of their sight." And, now that the 
Son of God has ascended, he has not forgotten that he 
was the Son of man. No. Be it ever remembered, 
that he hath borne glorified humanity to heaven — 

" The dear tokens of his passion, 
StiU his dazzling body bears." 

And there he represents us before the throne of his 
Father. Yes, man once made in the image of God hath 
now a representative in heaven. 
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gtoinitg m\ (ffarth. 

Henceforth^ earth may no more know Christ after 
the flesh. But has he left no representative of him- 
self ? Is his image to £ade away from the earth ? No ; 
he died to restore the lost image of Gk)d to man. While 
in heaven, he i epresents man ; he leaves man here to 
represent him. "As he was, even so are we in 
this world." His very footprints he hath left indelibly 
marked ; and now, if we say we abide in him, we must 
walk even as he walked. Do you wonder, when I say 
that the responsibilities of the Christian seem to mj 
mind so high, that my spirit labors for power to express 
its weighty conceptions ? 

Little daughter said to me, a few weeks since, " Ma, 
what is it to have the mind that was in Christ I " " If 
your mind were in me," I replied, " I should act just as 
you act, and if the mind of Christ is in us, we shall 
act just as Christ would have acted, if placed in sim- 
ilar circumstances to ours : for it is the mind that 
moves to action." Were all who are called by the 
name of Christ actually to possess his mind, and re- 
flect his image, and to exhibit their living realizations 
of that faith, which says, " I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me," it would be an every 
day sight to see " one chase a thousand, and two put 
ten thousand to flight." And if we may thus speak of 
the calling of Christians, where shall we find words to 
speak of their responsibilities ? 
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We know that Christ has purchased for us all the 
grace we need, but we do not properly appreciate the 
fact that our privileges are high responsibilities — solemn 
duties. These privileges are blood-bought, and the 
honor of God, and the establishment of his kingdom on 
earth, stand connected with our availing ourselves 
of them. I cannot but believe that, long since, ' a 
redeemed world had been renovated, had individual 
professors acted upon the principle that their privileges 
were duties. Where is the professor, who takes the 
Bible as the book which marks out the boundaries of 
his inheritance, who, if you ask, " Do you believe it 
to be your privilege to have Christ constantly dwelling 
in your heart ? " would not say, " O, yes, for he hath 
said. He would dwell in me, and walk in me." But, 
alas ! how few exhibit, by their lives, that they have his 
constant and conscious indwelling ! And yet, what tre- 
mendous consequences stand connected with professors 
availing themselves of their privilege, in this regard i 
The Savior says, " I in them, and thou in me, that the 
world may believe that thou hast sent me." From this, 
we see it plainly inferrible, that, unless those who name 
the name of Christ exhibit before the world an indwel- 
ling Christ, the world will not believe ; then, if the 
world parishes in its unbelief, upon whose skirts will 
the blood of these souls be found? — souls for whom 
Christ hath died ! 
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4&IW Idua. 



" That is a man of one idea. HoKness is his hobby. 
Seldom have I heard him preach a sermon, speak in a 
meeting, or fall in with a friend, but, before he gets 
through, he will be on his old hobby — ^holiness. Yes, 
holiness, with him, is alpha and omega." 

About thus remarked my friend, as the character of an 
eminently holy, laborious and successful minister passed 
in review before him. And this friend was a Methodist 
minister, who, had I asked him, " What is the distin- 
guishing doctrine of Methodism ? " would, probably, 
have said, " Holiness." For this doctrine, the founder 
of Methodism suffered the greatest opprobrium, and, for 
this, does Methodism, even to the present hour, stand 
out as most objectionable before several other denomina- 
tions. How little do those who indulge n observations 
of this soit conceive of the mischievous and far-reach- 
ing consequences ! A person has a right «o his opinion 
as a member of community ; but has a man who, by sol- 
emn ordination vows, has taken upon himself obligations 
to sustain the doctrines of a church which has given 
him suffrage, a right to give utterance to sentiments 
which would poisonously aflFect its vital interests ? The 
church, surely, will not hold a man guiltless who does 
this. But who are these men, who talk about those, 
who, in their ministrations, give the doctrine of holiness 
the prominence which the Bible and the Methodist Epis- 
copal Church give it ? Are they of that class of men 
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whose ministrations have been most signally blest by the 
head of the church? Are they those whose deep- 
toned and all-pervading piety makes its mark most 
permanently upon the social circle and church commu- 
nity ? Are they those, who, by their symmetrical 
lives, exhibit most of the power and beauty of internal 
holiness ? And yet more serious in aspect, in view of 
eternity, is the question, Is the ultimate object of all 
reHgious ministrations, that is, — " that every man may 
be presented 'perfect in Christ Jesus," — naore fully met 
in ministers of this description ? 



''Wm mt Wmi | i^/' 



Paul professed a state of perfection. And he regard- 
ed progress in thi^ state as so important, that he expres- 
ses his absorption on this subject, thus : " This one thing 
I do, forgetting the things which are behind, and reach- 
ing forth unto those things which are before," &c. He 
then exhorts all who are perfect to be thus minded. 
** But, surely, Paul was not always harping on the word 
holiness," says my friend. No \ but Paul regarded this 
as the ultimate object of all pious effort, the one aim of 
all preaching, warning and teaching. " Whom we 
preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in 
all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus." Paul well knew that to fail of this was 
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to feil of heaven. He was aware that not one of the 
many converted through his agency could reach the 
heavenly goal, unless presented perfect. Suppose one 
of his sons in the gospel had said, *^ Father Paul, why 
tell us to mind this one thing, by being thus engrossed 
in one topic ? We shall, surely, be branded as men of 
one idea. Why say * Without holiness no man shaU 
see the Lord ' ? We profess to be in a state of justifica- 
tion, and you do not think a justified soul can be lost ! " 
Perhaps we might have heard this afiectionate spiritual 
sire say, " My children in the gospel, know that, in 
order to retain the grace of justification wherein you 
stand, you must obey God, and go on to perfection. If 
disobedient in this one thing, you will be condemned, and, 
of course, you cannot be condemned and justified at the 
same time. You cannot retain a state of justification, 
unless you mind this one thing, and go on to perfection. 

" But, Father Paul, if we obey your admonition, and 
mind this one thing, what will become of these poor 
perishing sinners around us, who have not yet learned 
even the first principles of the doctrine of Christ ? Shall 
we leave them to perish while we are thus occupying 
ourselves with our own experience, and saying, with 
you, * This one thing I do ' ? " 

" No, my dear children ; ih nlinding this one thing, 
you include every duty of this sort. Duty, in every 
form, is included in perfection ; it implies an assemblage 
of all the christian graces. It is having that mind that 
was in Christ, and did your Savior, in minding tlus one 
thing, absorb himself in his pwn experience ? ■' 
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" But, Father Paul, shall we not, by following you, in 
minding this one thing, appear as men of contracted 
minds, and, by this indication of a limited understanding, 
shall we not circumscribe our influence ? Should we 
be regarded as men of one idea, what hope can we 
eni\.'rtain of ever rising to influential positions? By 
doiug this one thing, then, we must forever abandon all 
hope of preferment or extensive usefulness in this 
world." 

" Did your Savior sustain an influential position in 
the ebtimation of the professors of his day ? Yet did the 
want of this curtail his usefulness ? * Be ye followers 
of Chi'ist, as dear children.' " 



Pinideml i^riats and i^rium^Its. 



Few know how properly to appreciate the &ithful 
ambassador from the court of heaven. How varied are 
his cares, and joys ! Well-nigh as varied as are the 
preferences of those to whom he ministers are his allot- 
ments. And who can say how various these preferences 
among his people may be, when the difierence in cir- 
cumstance, and in social and religious training, is con- 
sidered ? The high, low, rich, poor, literary, and illit- 
erate congregate. Each requires a portion of food in 
due season, or must go away unfed. 

Our views of propriety are often formed, and our 

18 
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preferences adopted, as the result of our previous social 
and religious training. Thus, some applaud what others 
condemn as a mortal sin. No wonder that an inspired 
apostle exclaimed, " Who is sufficient for these things ? " 
Ah, Paul, in his itinerant life, had his " shady *' and his 
" sunny " side. But, though " troubled on every side," 
he was not distressed, though "perplexed, he was not 
in despair ; persecuted, but not forsaken ; cast down, 
but not destroyed." Yet, though he bore about him, 
in his body, the dying of the Lord Jesus, and had a 
fellowship with his sujBFerings, he shared in Christ's 
triumph. Christ dwelt in his heart. The life of Jesus 
was manifest in his mortal flesh. And, with an indwel- 
ling Christ, who of God was made unto him wisdom, 
righteousness, sanctification, and redemption, no wonder 
that he exclaims, " I can do all things through Christ 
which strengtheneth me." 

But, O, do not — ^for Christ's sake, do not — add to the 
care of your pastor. And, though he is the minister of 
God unto you, do not forget that he is a man of like 
passions with yourself. Though we trust he is " dead 
indeed unto sin, and alive unto God," yet he is stLQ in 
the body. In common with other Christians, he has 
his natural preferences. He has both social and intel- 
lectual tastes of his own, such as are common to recti- 
fied humanity. 'Tis cruel not to regard these innocent 
preferences. The loving, gentle Spirit of Christ will re- 
prove you if you do not. It is his wish to be " all things 
to all men ; " yet do not aim too scrupulously to bring 
him down to your measure. Do not chide your minis-* 
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ter, in thought, or word, just because he does not come 
up to the line you have drawn. For your friend, or neigh- 
bor, who has an equal right with yourself, stands ready 
with his own measure to do the same. Hence wiU 
come conflicting words, and opinions, which engender 
strife, paining the tender heart, and making less potent 
the ministry of him who has been sent as an ambassador 
for Christ, directly from the court of heaven to you. 



llfpM^n in l^tvom. 



Hebe is a minister in my mind's eye, who has long 
tood on the walls of Zion. His head has whitened, 
and his cheek has furrowed, in the service of the King 
of kings. Though still a resident on earth, he is well 
known in heaven. His many long years of faithful ser- 
vice as an ambassador from the court of heaven, have 
caused his name to be very favorably and familiarly 
known among all the higher orders of heaven. Pure, 
affectionate angels are often despatched from the throne 
to tender their most loving assiduities. And, though 
all the heirs of salvation are favored with angelic min- 
istrations, yet few have so largely served the interests 
of God's kingdom, by bringing many sons to glory, 
and few, therefore, are more favorably known in heaven, 
&r more affectionately ministered unto. 
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" Angels his servants are, 
And keep in all his vay 8 ; 
And in their hands th^ bear, 
This sacred child of grace." 

Scores of blood-washed spirits have abready entered 
the abodes of Paradise, whose feet were turned into the 
paths of righteousness through his instrumentality. Our 
God is " not the God of the dead, but of the living." 
And do not these redeemed spirits, won to Christ 
through the agency of this aged ambassador, lovingly 
remember him as, in groups, they gather on the eternal 
hills ? Yes ! And O, how they are longing to receive 
him into everlasting habitations ! 

They guard tds erery footstep, watch each tear, 

And treasure erery wish of holy birth ; 
And oft with hearen^s own fruit his spirit cheer, 

To urge his longing homewHrd firom the earth. 
And, when his Father gently whispers leave. 

That darkened fkith shall change to open sight; 
Myriads, with upraised wings, the word reoelTe, 

And usher him into the realms of light. 



Do you use your minister well, or is he less beloved 
and less honored because the infirmities of age begin to 
approach, and because the pious solidity of his manner 
is less calculated to court popular applause than the 
manner of some younger or less pious minister ? Would 
you love to have an insight into the vicissitudes of 
some ministers ? Let me tell you of a scene which is 
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witnessed behind the curtain. Here is a minister past 
the meridian of life. With faithfulness and much suc- 
cess, he has served his people. And now, in the order 
of Providence, he is removed to another sphere of 
labor. He needs no commendation. Many epistles of 
commendation have been written, not with ink, but with 
the Spirit of the living God ; not in tables of stone, 
but in the fleshly tables of the heart. And thus he 
leaves for another field of labor. He is about to enter 
upon it, when opposing influences obtrude. The people 
rise en masse, and reject him. He goes, not to the 
authorities of the church, but goes directly to him from 
whom he receives his commission. He does not " strive 
nor cry, neither is his voice heard in the street ; " but 
he brings his cause to the court of heaven, and makes 
his requests known. 

As the disciples returned to Jesus, so he returns, and 
tells him all. Having committed his cause to him who 
judgeth righteously, he, .hour after hour, in lone, 
prayerful waiting, asks the bidding of his divine com- 
missioner. Hours, and even days, pass away, when 
this pleading, heart-stricken minister is summoned from 
his closet. He, in whose hand is the heart of kings, has 
taken the cause of this faithful ambassador into his own 
keeping, and lo ! without any personal interview, or the 
employment of any means but those of fasting and 
prayer on his part, the very people who had rejected 
him are now waiting with open hearts to receive him. 
He goes, filled with the might of the Spirit. God 
greatly owns his labors, and many are added to the Lord. 

18» 
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Ah, it was the Lord that turned the heart of this 
people, even as the rivers of water are turned, whither- 
soever he will. But who can tell the agony of that faith- 
ful minister's heart, during the hours of his rejection ? 
How much better, had this people gone to the Head of 
the church, and asked for a pastor after God's own 
heart, and saved this faithful minister these burning 
tears ! A good pastor is the gift of God, and God will 
send such to that people who, in humble, prayerful con 
fidence, wait upon him. " He that asketh receiveth." 



^wWttJj tlw I»8i 



Perhaps you are aiming too high. If you cannot 
reach that dignitary, walking yonder in his beaver of the 
latest style, and his fine broadcloth, we will step aside 
from the walks of the refined. We will not look for 
' polish of any sort. But yet, who knows but we may 
find a gem amid the quarry of rubbish ? Here are broken 
hats, and soiled and tattered garments. But the wearer 
has, in his possession, a gem of priceless value. But of 
this fact, he is scarcely aware. He has been cast into 
the lowest dregs of society. He has sipped the intoxi- 
cating cup, till his senses are benumbed. Though made 
in God's image, he has well-nigh sunk to the level of the 
brute ! He is bending low. His manliness of form, his 
intellect, his precious soul, made in the image of God, 
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are well-nigh lost from human vision — ^buried beneath 
the rubbish of sin. 

It was thought wonderful condescension, in the 
king who lingered behind his courtiers in the chase, to 
seek out the dying mother of the weeping little gipsy. 
But the King of kings, the Lord of lords, left his thrcne 
in glory, to seek and save the lost. Let us imitate his 
condescension, and " not mind high things, but conde- 
scend to men of low estate." Was a sacrifice needed to 
save the world ? The wealth of heaven was expended. 
Was Christ laborious and incessant in his efibrts to 
seek and to save the lost? He was weary when at 
Jacob's well, and often found not time, *^ so much as to 
eat." Yes, he came to seek and to save the lost. Seek- 
ing implies research, labor, Eesearch, aye, wearing la- 
bor may be needful, before we find these precious gems, 
so nearly lost amid the devastations of sin. But we 
must have them. The Savior hath need of them. He 
purchased them with his own blood. Every one of them 
is worth more than the universe. It is his will that 
they should deck his crown, and shine as stars in the 
firmament forever. Then we will think no pains too 
great to gather them. But let us get down low — ^very 
low — ^in the depths of humility, or we may not be able 
to bring up these priceless gems from the depths, into 
which sin has plunged them. 

THE INEBRIATE. 

Shall we tell you just how we sought out, and found 
one of these, who seemed sunk into the very lowest 
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depths of sin and degradation ? It was on an occasion, 
when a portion of the tribes of Israel go up to worship 
in the wilderness, as in ancient days. The public ser- 
vices of the day had closed, and those not disposed to 
remain on the ground over night were departing. We 
were about leaving for the night, with the physician of 
a neighboring village, when one of the most degraded be- 
sotted-looking inebriates, pausing at the door of the tent, 
inquisitively looked in. Such a down-trodden, low, 
sunken-looking being, I think, I never saw on a camp- 
ground before or since. One might have imagined, 
from his appearance, that he had not performed his 
toilet after any fashion, either in washing, or changing 
his apparel, for many days. As I looked on him, my 
heart yearned sadly over him, and I thought if the 
Savior was on this ground in person, as in Jerusalem in 
the days of his incarnation, would not this individual, 
above all others, attract his attention ? He " came to 
seek and to save the lost," and the nearer an individual 
is being lost, the more does he need salvation ; and the 
greater and more immediate his demand on our sym- 
pathies. But it was now high time to hasten away ; and 
the kind physician, whose hospitalities we were sharing, 
was not well, and waiting with some anxiety to leave the 
ground. *^ And what a wonderful display of voluntary 
humility, to go unsolicited, and interest yourself with 
such a spectacle of degraded humanity ! " said the 
enemy, tauntingly. But so strongly were the syn^pa- 
thies of my heart enlisted, that I resolved to overleap all 
opposing influences, and do just as I believed my Sa- 
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rior would have done, under similar circumstances. 
I addressed him affectionately, and said, " O, my friend, 
why do you indulge in that which is so destructive to 
soul and hody ? " 

" W-h-a-t — d-o — ^y-o-u — s-a-y ? " he stammered out, 
reminding one much more of the animal that had re- 
turned to his " wallowing in the mire," than of a human 
being. 

I repeated with a yearning heart, and in a sympathiz- 
ing tone, " Will you not resolve, in the strength of 
the Lordy that you will never taste another drop of 
liquor ? " 

I was only answered in a gruff, guttui-al half-intelli- 
gible tone, my meaning, probably, being scarcely appre- 
hended. The intoxicating draught had well-nigh done 
its worst for this poor inebriate, and it was only the 
fact, that he had a soul that cost the price of the Re- 
deemer's blood, that raised him above the brute crea- 
tion. But this consideration told with almost agonizing 
weight on my heart, and a kind, waiting husband, and 
waiting, hurrying friends, all failed to move me. 

My faith had claimed that soul for Jesus. Jesus, as 
my Almighty Helper, seemed to stand at my right hand, 
tliat I should not be moved. I heard his voice, whis- 
pering in my Spirit's ear, " Ask what ye will in my name, 
and it shall be done unto you." I asked, with a faith 
that would take no denial, for the salvation of that soul ; 
and, as ^^ faith mthout loorks is deady^ I resolved on the 
use of every possible means. With still greater impor- 
trinity, I urged the question yet again and again. 
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" Will you not resolve, in the strength of the Lord, 
to give up the use of intoxicating liquor ? It has already 
well-nigh ruined you, soul and body. It is destroying 
your prospects for time and for eternity. O, will you 
not give it up, and resolve, in the strength of the Lord, 
never txy take another drop? You, doubtless, have 
often resolved in your own strength that you would do 
this before. But, mark, I do not ask you to do it in 
your own strength." 

And still he stood mute, invulnerable to my most 
tender and expostulating entreaties. Each moment 
seemed the last that I could stay, and yet I could not 
give him up. But there was one thing, which, to the 
superficial observer, might have seemed discouraging, 
that, to my mind, inspired hope. Surely, he cannot be 
dead to all moral principle. This must have survived 
the wreck of all things else that ennobles man. Would 
he not, in answer to my imploring entreaties, say, 
" Yes," if it were only to escape my pleadings ? -\iid 
this inspired me to persevere, resolved that I would take 
no denial. 

Addressing him again, I said, " I want to pray with 
you, that the Lord may strengthen you ; but I cannot ask 
the Lord to strengthen you to do a thing, that you have 
not resolved you will do. How can I ask the Lord to 
strengthen you to keep a resolve which you have not 
made ? God promises grace to help in time of need. 
The moment you make the resolve in the strength of the 
Lord, that moment Almighty strength is pledged few 
your sustainm^it." 
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He suddenly yielded, and exclaimed, in a firm .voice, 
" In the strength of the Lord, I will ! " 
Seldom, if ever, have I witnessed such a sudden and 
miraculous effusion of the Spirit into any poor soul. 
His spiritual susceptibilities, which' before had seemed 
too obtuse ever to be reached, were now strangely 
touched, and, to the amazement of all, he cried out, 
'* Oh, wife ! wife ! wife ! how have we lived ! " 
He rushed to a bench standing near, and fell on his 
knees, crying for mercy. His wife, a poor broken- 
hearted woman, not known to us till this eventful 
moment, was quickly by his side, and there, in humble 
confessions to God, and to each other, they implored 
mercy through Christ. Many, and earnest were the 
petitions, presented in behalf of these penitent, weeping 
suppliants. And it was not till near midnight, that we 
felt that we could leave them. How delightful it is to 
see the charities of our divine Christianity so beautifully 
exhibited ! Here was one, who, by the errors of his 
life, had brought himself down to the very lowest dregs 
of society, by a resolve made in the strength of the Lord 
Jehovah, suddenly brought up, and laid on the heart of 
Grod's people, enlisting their most imploring supplica- 
tions, and tearful sympathies, and holding them waking, 
till near the midnight hour. Could any thing, but the 
blessed charities, the divine inspirations of our holy 
Christianity, have done this ? 

The next morning witnessed the inebriate and his 
wife, yet stronger in their purposes to lead a new life. 
They seemed to have lost all idea of self-dependence. 
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and were trusting in the Lord to strengthen them. In 
drawing nigh unto God, in the decision that they would 
forsake the intoxicating cup, and every evil way, God 
drew nigh unto them, and gave them to see the sinful- 
ness of their hearts and lives. They were now earnest, 
Immble seekers of salvation. When the invitation was 
given in the public congregation, to those who had re- 
solved to give up all, and follow Christ, to come forward, 
where they might have the prayers and sympathies of 
the pious, this man and his wife eagerly hastened forward. 

The hour of deliverance came. Toward evening of 
the same day, the inebriate was enabled to exercise faith 
in the Savior of sinners. I was near him when his soul 
was emancipated from the kingdom of darkness into the 
kingdom of God's dear Son. 0, it was indeed beauti- 
ful, to see that dark countenance suddenly lighted up 
with holy joy, as the Savior said, " Peace, be still " ! 
The sun, suddenly emerging from the darkest thunder- 
cloud, gives but a feint emblem of that sudden transition 
from darkness to light. The child of wrath had been 
bom into the kingdom of grace ! The heir of sin and 
death had been made an inheritor of God, and an heir 
of eternal life ! His wife was also, the same afternoon, 
made a partaker of the like precious faith. 

About two years subsequent to the conversion of the 
inebriate, I was again in the same region. Said the 
lady of the minister, in charge of a large church mem 
bership in that region, 

" Do you remember the inebriate you spoke to that 
evening, in the tent door ? " 
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" Indeed I do." 

" O, I wish you could have heard him give in his 
testimony, a week or two ago, in our love-feast ! He 
is getting on delightfully in religion, and has, ever since, 
been doing well for himself and family." 

Was not this a gem worth getting down very low to 
look after ? O, shall I not, in the day of eternity, see it 
sparkling in my Kedeemer's crown ? Surely, such a 
sight will be worth a lifetime on earth ! 



% WxmMxi% Jinjgcl Uti^ th* lianw* 



How do you like to go down low in the vale, quite 
i^ide from the higher walks of men, and hide away in 
the shade to work ? It is not always pleasant to nature 
to be hidden away from the observations of the mighty 
and the noble, is it ? But, with a suflSciency of grace, 
and led by the hand of the all-powerful and lowly 
Savior, we may find it even pleasant to get down low, — 
very low. And here, do we not only find the low, 
sunken and lost, but here do we sometimes find the 
underpinning of some great superstructure of error. 
And here, in lowly toil, unseen by the great and wise, 
in omnipotent strength, may we work away at the deep- 
laid foundations of error, till the loud cry is heard from 

19 
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aboye^ The superstructure is fallen — ^Mlen to rise no 
more ! It matters not, as the note of victory ascends, 
that he who gave the successful blow, is hidden away 
&om human applause. Some shining name may have 
taken the praise. But it matters not. The lowly 
Savior was present when the act was done. He is ever 
closely with those who, at his bidding, work low in the 
vale of humility. It was by his wisdom and strength 
the successful blow was given. Christ was the divine 
director, and it indeed matters little whether the agent 
employed should have a name written among men ; for 
a ministering angel from the eternal city was present 
and, marking the successful blow, wrote down the name 
of the agent employed, on the pages of immortality 
O, it is indeed good and pleasant to get down to pick 
up gems, and knock away underpinnings ! 



i^ P:ajgi8irate, ih laorgijr, m& ih M^ulimt 



But sometimes our Lord says, " Come up higher," 
and then, of course, it is a duty to go. Before honor 
ccwneth humility. If the Savior is with us, it ought to 
be equally pleasant to obey his bidding, whether it be to 
come up higher, or to go down lower. We have been 
down low, in the walks of life, and brought up our 
friend, the inebriate ; and we have just parted with him. 
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with his heart glad in the Lord, and a right spirit put 
within him. His heart has been changed. And, as the 
issues of life are from the heart, we have reason to hope 
for a life wholly and perpetually reformed. What a 
change in less than twenty-four hours ! 

But scarcely more remarkable was this than another 
scene we witnessed in about twenty-four hours after, in 
the same tent where we first saw the inebriate. The 
awakening Spirit of God had gone forth in a manner 
unexpected and unprecedented in our n^coUections, in 
that commimity, arresting numbers in the higher walks 
of life. And here, where we had, on the preceding 
night, till near the midnight hour, labored with the 
down-trodden inebriate, we were now called to labor 
till long after midnight with most of the principal 
men of the region. Here, in the tent of the physician, 
was the magistrate, the lawyer, and the merchant, with 
several other gentlemen of the same class, with their 
ladies, earnestly seeking the Lord, confessing their sins 
before the Lord and each other, and imploring the 
prayers of Grod's people. Several of these also were 
blest before morning, and, we trust, went down to their 
houses justified. " It is not by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit," saith the Lord. If sinners are arrested, 
it is through the Holy Spirit that the agencies are ap- 
pointed and made efficient. But do you think the Holy 
Spirit would have made use of the means by which these, 
in the higher walks of life, or their friends, were thus 
arrested, if we had not first humbled ourselves to raise 
up this low, sunken inebriate ? I do not. 
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My heart seems so drawn to you this moment that I 
have concluded to pause and communicate with you on 
paper. How are you progressing in that narrow, shin- 
ing way, in which your feet were set several years 
since ? The eye of my mind beholds you making rapid 
progress toward the heavenly city, where you will 
remember the Savior in vision told you, you had a right 
to enter. Never shall I forget that little incident in the 
dream you related to me ; when, as you had reached 
the end of your earthly joumeyings, you came up to the 
gate of the heavenly city, and began to knock. The 
Savior, looking over the battlements of the city, bade 
you enter in, saying, " You have no need to knock for 
entrance ; you have a, right to enter ; you knocked in the 
other world." And then you were permitted to enter, 
and see the crown in reservation for you. I am thank- 
ful that you did not feel quite satisfied to receive that 
jrown starless, as it then was. Who should be satisfied 
with a s^rless crown, when, after a little lingering on 
oarth, it may be set with many brilliant stars ? Well, 
you, my dear E., have been permitted to linger several 
years, and have you, with each successive year, been 
gaining stars for your crown ? " They that be wise 
dhall shine as the brightness of the firmament, and they 
that turn many to righteousness as the stars for evei 
and ever." O, I hope you may never, for a moment, 
aim at any thing less than an abundant entrance into 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



BCONOMY OF SALVATION. 221 

An ambition to be cherished. Always Tictorions. Conflict and oonqueet. 

the everlasting kingdom of oilr Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ. The ambition for a starry crown — an abundant 
entrance, is of the inspiration of the Holy Spirit, and 
should be cherished. With such inspirations were the 
apostles and the holy martyrs fired. 

We are permitted to see much to encourage us. 
Perhaps you know that we are not without our conflicts. 
But conquests are seldom gained without previous con- 
flicts. " If Zion's foes are still, it is because her friends 
are idle." When the Lord works, Satan musters his 
forces to withstand. Of this, you are aware ; for you 
have been placed in circumstances where you must 
often have been called to resist. But to the Christian 
warrior opposition ought rather to operate as an incen- 
tive than otherwise. Never has a battle been lost 
where a steady trust in Christ has been maintained. 
Those who are led into battle by following the Lamb 
withersoever he goeth, can no more be overcome than 
the Captain of their salvation can be overcome 

*i JesoB, the meek, the angry Lamb, 
A Lion if in fight." 

HOW NF,W VICTORIES MAY BE OBTAINED. 

Every new battle should be regarded as an earnest of 
a new victory. It is thus that the Christian believer 
may ever be rejoicing in hope. I know one who has 
learned to look at every new conflict as it presents itself 
as a signal for a new conquest. And, having cultiva- 
ted the habit of thinking and talking more about con- 
quest than the conflict, an idea has seemingly obtained 

19 • 
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with some that she has no trials — ^no conflicts. But 
how strangely do such mistake the true state of the 
case ! for I imagine that there are few called to endure 
so often and so much. Those who know her best well 
know that she is called to endure the hottest fire from 
the ranks of the enemy. 

" But shall belieTers fear? 
Bat shall belieyers fly? 
Or see the bloody cross appear, 
And all hell's hosts defy? 
, B> all aoll's hosts withstood, 

We all hell's power overthrow; 
And, conquering them through Jesns' blood, 
To Airther conquests go/' 



9l%e Mt^rJa (iuarM, not ik WtnJitmh 



If Nehemiah had not been engaged in reariu^ the 
walls of Jerusalem^ the enemies of the Jews would not 
have molested him. It was to hinder the work that 
the arts of the enemy were aimed. But Nehemiah 
seems to think but little of his personal safety. His 
own personal peril, or inconvenience, constitutes so 
small a part of his trial, that he scarcely condescends to 
mention them otherwise than incidentally, as in needful 
connexion with his work. His care was for the work, that 
it should not be hindered. "Why should the work 
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cease while I come down ? " " Should such a man as I 
flee, or go into the temple to.save my life ? " Had he 
regarded this interference with his work as a personal 
grievance, how* much time might have been consumed 
in vexatious contention, while the rearing of the walls 
had, meanwhile, ceased, and the enemies of Israel there- 
by gained their object ! Had this been the case, the 
name of Nehemiah had probably never been handed 
down to posterity. Had he warred months and years to 
guard his good name, instead of guarding his work, his 
name would have perished with his work, and neither 
his name, nor his work, been handed down with honor- 
able mention to posterity. How many, who would be 
the Lord's servants, have, after the same similitude, 
foiled! 

*^ Fix on his w<»rk thy steadfast eye, 
So BhaU thy work be done " 



(^amilg (Sathermjg* 



The cause of holiness is advancing in New York. 
To the praise of God, we would record that indications 
of this are most evident and satisfactory. At our " Fam- 
ily Gatherings," we have had remarkable displays of the 
power and presence of God. Of these " Family Gath- 
erings," you may not have been fully advised. The 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



224 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE 

TheloTe-fewt Scoret of witnesses Fifty ministers. Father Howe. 



ministers of our various churches, embracing between thir- 
ty and forty, having concluded to propose to the people a 
gathering from their various posts on the third Monday 
evening of every month, for a general love-feast, the 
proposition has been joyfully hailed, and the manifesta- 
tions of divine approval have been signal. The first 
love-feast was held at Greene-street church ; the latter, at 
Allen-street. Each meeting furnished a triumph for 
truth and holiness on a large scale ; and, doubtless, 
quite beyond any thing ever before witnessed in this 
city I did not number the witnesses, but should think 
scores testified, from present and experimental realiza- 
tions, of the power of Christ to save from all sin. In- 
deed, nearly all the witnesses testified to the enjoyment 
of this blessing. You can scarcely conceive of the in- 
terests of these occasions. The ministers and people 
came, not only from our city and suburb churches, but 
from portions more remote. 1 should think there were 
fifty ministers, at least, present at each of these love- 
feasts, and the place where we were assembled was 
crowded to its utmost capacity with the delighted mem- 
bers from the various charges. One dear, veteran min- 
ister, of the Troy Conference, came all the way from 
Troy to be present at our last gathering. This was 
Father Howe. He gave an affecting, condensed account 
of his early and later experiences ; told of his increasing 
and keener convictions in regard to the importance of 
holiness in the membership, and in the ministry, and 
testified, of his own heart-perceptions, of its blessedness. 
I imagine that visitors from abroad must have concluded 
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that the experience and the profession of hoKness were 
obtaining among the Methodists in New York. But I 
need more space than I can now occupy, in order to 
give you a full description of these intensely interesting 
Pentecostal occasions. The blending in solemn, mighty, 
and all-prevailing prayer, the united Amen, the blissful, 
high-toned strains in praise and song, reminded one of 
the great multitude, who, as the voice of many waters, 
sounded forth "Alleluia, for the Lord God omnipotent 
reigneth! Let us be glad and rejoice, and do honor 
to him ; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, and 
his wife hath made herself readv." 



®0 a djalifmnian. 



PROVIDENCE INDICATES THE WILL OP GfOD. 
My heart says, praise the Lord, in view of what have 
been the sustainings of his grace with you since you 
left for your remote field of labor. I say, " your field 
of labor ; " for you are now, probably, in the sphere to 
which God has directed you. We may take providen- 
tial indications as the voice of God as truly as though, 
with Moses, we heard his voice from the burning and 
unconsumed bush. Oftener, perhaps, than elsewhere, 
is the voice of the Lord heard by his devoted followers 
while they walk with him amid fieiy trials. 
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An unhallowed tliirst for gold, — sl haste to be rich, — 
has doubtless taken many to California, to the harm of 
soul, body, and estate. But, if I understand your case, 
you were not of this number. Financial embarrass- 
ments were, I have thought, probably permitted in your 
case with the specific design of sending you to a field 
where your labors were greatly needed. While you 
were, perhaps, grieving over these matters, and feeling 
that all these things were against you, God was only 
making way for you to save many souls alive. How 
many, to whom, in the daily routine of business, you 
have access, may hear messages of salvation from your 
lips, who probably, in no other way, might be reached ! 

Many, whose sordid inclinations have led them to be 
wholly unmindful of a better inheritance, and whose 
absorption in acquiring earthly treasures has kept them 
from pious associations, may, by providential orderings 
in secular affairs, be thrown in your way. " Providence 
is God in motion." When Providence sends a man 
of this description to you, may you not regard it as a 
voice from heaven, assuring you that God intends that 
you improve the opportunity of his acquaintance in 
fitithfulness to his soul ? 

BUSINESS SUBSERYIENT TO SOUL-SAYING. 

I have often thought that more good might be done 
by a faithful Christian, in his counting-room, or in his 
shop, by making all his business transactions subservient 
to soul-saving, than is accomplished by some men who 
confine their ministrations to the pulpit. You will not 
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infer, from this, that I undervalue the services of a 
faithful ministry. Doubtless, many more would be en- 
gaged in an exclusive calling as ambassadors for Christ 
if the principle of holiness, in its experimental work- 
ings, were properly developed among business men. But 
what I wish to say is, that there is a way in which all 
the Lord's servants may be prophets ; a way by which 
multitudes ought to be approached with the teachings 
of the gospel, which, by mere pulpit ministrations, may 
not be reached. Ministers, however good and faithful, 
cannot do the work of the private Christians. And the 
more earnest and devoted a minister is, the more dis- 
posed will he be to cry out, with Moses, " Would 
God that all the Lord's people were prophets ! " — " apt 
to teach." 

The object of Christ's mission to earth was, to save 
souls. And can the Christian have a calling which may 
not, in its first aims, include this ? Not to ministers 
alone, but to Christians of everj^^ order, does Christ say, 
^^Ye are not of the world, even as I am not of tlie 
world." II the Christian does not, to the observation 
of the world, make his secular calling subservient to his 
holy calling as a Christian, he has no right to take upon 
himself the Christian name ; for, surely, he is not Christ- 
like. The worldling knows that the Christian, by virtue 
of his profession, ought to differ greatly from the mere 
secular man ; and, though he may sometimes scoflF, yet 
his conscience approves and honors that man who, by 
earnest outward exhibitions, proves the sincerity of his 
heart. And, though he may not feel any paiu inflictec^ 
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by a reproving conscience while in the company of that 
professor whose aims in life appear no higher than his 
own, yet, in heart, he chides his inconsistency, and says, 
^* What do ye more than others ? " 

CHRISTIANS IN SEARCH OF GOLD. 

Formerly, it was a source of satisfection to me that so 
many professed Christians were disposed t^ go to Cali- 
fornia. I was inclined to think it of God. I knew that 
the silver and the gold were his, and imagined that the 
discovery of such vast treasures at this time might be 
designed to draw, from every quarter of the globe, a 
mass of dark, unregenerated spirits. And then it 
seemed only like our God to draw or urge, by providen- 
tial indications, those to this place whom his grace had 
made subjects of divine illumination. It was with this 
design I thought he called you, and several others of 
my Christian friends. How graciously did he prepare 
you to go, by emptying your heart of earthly love, and 
fitting it up for his indwelling ! Jesus, the Savior of 
sinners, the light of the world, then came, and took 
possession ; and your body was made a habitation for 
God through the Spirit. The specific design of God, in 
the preparing you, was not that you might make gold 
your first object, but that he might, through you, search 
out souls which were ready to perish ; that the light he 
had enkindled in your soul might enlighten many a 
dark mind whom the light of life might not, through 
other means, penetrate. This, my brother, is the spe- 
cific work for which the Lord has sent you tp Califor* 
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nia. Should you snatch one soul from endless burn- 
ings^ which might not be otherwise reached, surely you 
will be a thousand-fold repaid for your exile from your 
dear family and other delightsome associations. Think 
of Christ, who left the bosom of his Father, and all the 
blissful associations of heaven, for the one and only 
design of saving sinners. It was his joy to do the will 
of his Father. He lived not to please himself. Think 
then, of yourself, as a worker together with him in sav- 
ing sinners. Yes, this is, indeed, the holy calling of 
the Christian y and, if he does not make his secular call- 
ing subservient to it, he has assumed a name of which 
he is not worthy. " Seek first the kingdom of God and 
his righteousness, and all these things shall be added.'* 
Make your earthly calling subservient to your heavenly 
calling, and trust God for the consequences. 



Wm iridat fxtig. 



THE WEDDING TOUE. 



We paused over night at a hotel, at one of our small- 
est cities, within twenty miles of a village where we 
anticipated spending a few days in laboring to save 
precious souls. Late on the evening of our anival, an 
interesting bridal party entered ; they were, as we after- 
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wards ascertained, from the village for which we had left 
our remote home. The party consisted of two grooms 
with brides, and the full complement of bridal attendants, 
making eight in number. 

At the breakfast-table, and in the reception-room, we 
met these interesting young friends. Our ideas of the 
demand of earnest and enlightened piety, do not debar 
us from effoits to please our young friends, where we may 
do it without being guilty of the sin of foolish talking and 
jesting. It is a wise and pleasant admonition upon 
which we studiously love to practise. "All things to 
all men," and to the praise of God it is due to say, it is 
not imfrequently in this way, that we win some. 

And thus it was in this case. We had been in conver- 
sation but a short time, before it was incidentally ascer- 
tained that I was the person whose coming had been 
announced in their pleasanjt village home, and from which 
they were expecting to be a few days absent on their 
wedding tour. The Lord enabled me to succeed in 
gaining their aflFectionate attentions. To go farther than 
this, and introduce with success the subject of re- 
ligion, to an irreligious^ gay, bridal party, appeared 
almost too much to expect. But all things are possible 
with God, and all things are possible to him that beHeveth. 
Greatly did my heart covet these lovely young friends 
for Christ ; and I trusted in the Lord for skill and pow- 
er to meet the emergency, but I have seldom found it 
more difficult to exercise faith than on this occasion. 

" How inconsistent," said the tempter, " to ask that the 
attentions of this bridal party should be arrested to the 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



ECONOMY OF SALVATION. 281 



Trust and resolution. The new year and a new heart. Warning. 

subject of reUgion', amid the hilarities ordinary on such 
occasions !" But trusting in the wisdom and omnipotence 
of grace, I resolved to make an effort, believing that 
the Holy Spirit would speak through me. It was now 
Friday, and the ensuing Sabbath would usher in the 
new year. Addressing one of the grooms-men that 
sat nearest me, I softly said, 

*^ Would it not be a glorious thing to begin the new 
year with a new heart ? 

He manifested some embarrassment, and, after a little 
hesitation, replied, 

** It certainly would." 

*^ Have you, my dear young friend, given your heart 
to the Savior ? " 

"I have not." 

" You know that heart belongs to him. He has long 
been saying to you, ^My son, give me thy heart.' 
Is it not a serious thing to live in constant, conscious 
disobedience ? Surely, God will not always be calling 
you. He is calling you, just now, to be his disciple just 
as much as he ever called Matthew, or Peter. If they 
had refused to come just when he called them, do you 
think he would have called either of them again ? God 
has said, * My Spirit shall not always strive with man.' 
And, if you continue to refuse, while you know God is 
calling you, what right have you to believe that yet 
another and another call will be given ? Yeai* after year, 
has God spared you, and this year the sentence may have 
passed, ^ Thou shalt die.' Though so near the close of 
the year, many will yet enter the eternal world before it 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



232 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THB 

Th«anN>w. Oompelled to feel, tmt not to yltld. ** Ah, 70a >t« wnght It-*" 

closes. You may be of the number, if you longer con- 
tinue to cumber the ground, by not bearing fruit to the 
glory of God. O, if spared, will you not begin the new 
year with a new heart ? " 

The arrow of conviction penetrated his heart. He 
was moved, and acknowledged his duty ; promised to 
think seriously, but did not fully commit himself to 
begin at once. I told him that it was my intention to 
keep him continually in the anns of faith and prayer, as 
in the more immediate presence of God, during the day, 
assuring him that the Lord would answer prayer in 
re-speaking these things to his heait. And, though he 
would not compel him to yield, yet he would compel 
him to feel. 

The young friend with whom I was conversing, was 
intelligent and gentlemanly, and evidently had a marked 
respect for religion. He was brother to one of the 
brides. We sat a little aside, conversing ^ in a low tone, 
and, though it was not my intention that the company 
should hear our conversation, as I did not want the 
attention of our young friend divided, yet it was not 
surprising that I should, now and then, witness the mis- 
chievous glances at the young man, which seemed to 
say, "Ah, you have caught it ! " 

We soon parted, the bridal company to make prepara- 
tion for their tour to a distant city, and ourselves to go 
to the village, about twenty miles distant, where the 
nuptials had been celebrated in the village church, the 
evening previous. The young man with whom I had 
conversed, seemed to be the leading spirit in the party, 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



EOONOMY OF SALVATION. 2SS 

An awfiil power. Piety and cheerftibMBs. Faith that remoTee moantatnt. 

and master of ceremonies. Before parting with him^ I 
aflFectionately said, " Remember, one will be praying for 
you, during the day, and, in answer to these intercessions, 
Jesus, your Redeemer and Savior, will le pleading for 
you. God will send his Holy Spirit to your heart. And, 
when you feel an urging to set out to seek the Lord 
with all your heart, you may know that it is the Holy 
Spirit operating on your heait, in answer to prayer. 
You may turn the Spirit away ; yes, man possesses the 
awful power to resist the Holy Ghost. But, O, let it 
no longer be »aid of you, " Ye do always resist the Holy 
Ghost." Yield to be saved. In doing this, you only 
yieXA. to be made happy. 

•^ Religion neyer was designed 
To make onr pleasares less ! " 

Religion forbids nothing that is really necessary for 
our enjoyment. " Godliness is profitable to all things, 
having the promise of the life that now is, and that 
which is to come." We parted. 

MARRIED LIFE COMMENCED ARIGHT. 

During the day, I was not unmindful of my promise. 
But it was well my faith was not bounded by human 
probabilities, or, surely, it would have failed. The 
tempter would fain have forced me to believe that it was 
strangely inconsistent to plead for the speedy conversion 
of that young man. But the Lord enabled me to exer- 
cise that faith which removes mountains. O, how truly 
our God " giveth power to the faint," and " to them 
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who have no mighty he increaseth strength." So might- 
ily did the Spirit help my infirmities^ that my faith 
encompassed in its arms the entire company. In pre- 
senting them before the Lord, I felt that he would take 
them in his own hand of power, and, though he might 
not irresistibly compel them to be saved, he would 
mightily arrest, and, to the degree it was consistent with 
the economy of grace to constrain the human will, they 
would be constrained to yield. 

*^ Who, who shall In his promice stand, 
Or match Omnipotence? 
Ungrasp the hold of his right hand, 
Or pluck the sinner thence? " 

Our God can call things that are not, as though they 
were. 

^' He cTerywhere hath way, 
And all things serre his might." 

" Providence is God in motion." By a providence 
unlocked for, the bridal party was hindered from prose- 
cuting their contemplated journey. One of the newly 
married gentlemen being a lawyer, he found a matter 
of business, which he had thought trifling, to be more 
serious than he had anticipated, requiring his immediate 
attention to such a degree as to detain him. With the 
party thus broken, the other portion of the company 
were unwilling to proceed. The next day, they 
returned to the village, and a part of them came to the 
church in the evening, where God was gloriously mak- 
ing known his awakening and saving power. 

The succeeding day, bright, and beautiful, ushered in 
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the new year. It was also the blessed Sabbath. And, 
tnily, it was as one of the days of the Son of man. 
Probably not less than seventy, on the evening of that 
day, manifested, before God, men and angels, their 
determination to "flee from the wrath to come.** 
Among these were several of the bridal party. And 
here our young friend, the groom 's-man, whom we had 
so earnestly importuned to begin the new year in the 
service of God, gave his heart to Christ. He was 
clearly and powerfully converted. And so, also, was 
his sister, the bride, and also her husband. Only three 
evenings previous, had this newly married pair, before 
that altar, pledged themselves to each other, and now 
they had together pledged themselves to Christ 
"Withia a few moments of each other, were they bom 
into the kingdom of Christ, and enabled to rejoice with 
*^ joy unspeakable and full of glory." O, it was indeed 
a lovely sight to witness these newly affianced ones 
newly affianced to Christ, weeping tears of joy on each 
other's neck, praising the Lord in the ardors of their 
first love ! Before the first week in the new year had 
passed, nearly all that bridal party, with scores of othei s, 
were newly begotten into the kingdom of Christ. 

^( I most lore on, God ! 
This bosom must lave on ! but let thy breath 
Touch and make pure the flame that knows not death, 
Bearing it up to heayen, LoTe*s own abode." 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



236 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE 

GfMt ■oUoitade. News from GaUftMrnia. *' It Ib the Sabbftth." 

Thb affectionate husband of my Iriend, Mrs. S ^ 

haying gone to try his fortunes in California^ his wife 
had been placed in circumstances calculated to excite 
great solicitude in his behalf. She had written several 
times, but had not received any return.' The cholera, 
raging there at this time, raised her painful apprehen- 
sions to the highest point. The last night of a week of 
untold anxiety closed in upon her. It was spent in 
longing and solicitude, such as the heart of an affection- 
ate wife may alone conceive. Sunday morning dawned, 
when, on a sudden, "News from California! — News 
from California ! " saluted her ear. The cry was just 
under her window. Almost involuntarily she flew to 
the window. Her hand was upon it to raise the sash. 
The prospect of speedily receiving the intelligence for 
which she had waited in such agonizing suspense seemed 
to absorb even the remembrance of the sanctity of the 
day, when the Spirit whispered gently, " It is the Sab- 
bath." We need not say she was arrested, for her 
heart was not only affectionate, but it was also under the 
restraints of deep piety. Nature, for a moment, par- 
leyed ; but her spirit, in the resoluteness of earnest 
piety, said, " Shall I do this thing, and sin against 
God ? " Grace prevailed ; and, as she turned from the 
window, she looked to see what the God of all consola- 
tion would say to her from his precious Word, when, 
lo ! her eye rested upon these words, " He shall not be 
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afraid of evil tidings ; his heart is fixed^ trusting in the 
Lord." It was the voice of her compassionate heav- 
enly Father^ and^ as its assuring, soothing tones fell 
on her Spirit's ear, a quietness began to spread itself 
over and possess her entire being. It was a holy, bliss-* 
ful quiet, befitting the sacred day upon which she 
had entered. O, the divinity of the words of him who 
spake as never man spake ! How omnipotent in raising 
up the bowed down ! Monday morning came, and with 
it letters were received, by the hands of different indi- 
viduals, from the husband of Mrs. S to his affection- 
ate wife. Mr. S— stated that his reason for writing 
by several different conveyances was induced by his great 
anxiety that some one of these might reach Mrs. S 
before she saw the papers, as a person of the same name 
as himself had died with the cholera in the place 
where he was residing. Mrs. S subsequently pro- 
cured the Sunday Morning News, and saw, among the 
announcements of death, that of a gentleman residing in 
the same place, and bearing the same name as her hus- 
band. Had she piuchased the Sunday Morning News 
die day previous, the blissful hours of the Sabbath, 
instead of being spent in holy quiet, would have been 
passed in the agonies of imaginary widowhood. 

** My God, I would not long to see 
My fltte, with ourioiu eyes ; 
What gloomy fortunes wait for me, 
Or what bright scenes may rise 

Blind unbelief is sure to err, 

And scan thy woric in Tain ; 
Thou art thy own interpretor, 

And thoa shalt make it plain." 
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" Did I not see you on the camp ground at East- 
ham ? " inquired a fine^ open-countenanced young man^ 
as I was on board a splendid New England Steamer^ 
Tnalring my Way to New York. 

" You probably saw me there, for I am now on my 
return from the meeting held at Eastham.'* 

« Well, I went all the way from N , N. Y., to 

the Eastham camp meeting to obtain religion. I saw the 
notice of this meeting in the Christian Advocate and 
Journal ; and, the moment I saw it, I - thought that 
would be a good place for me to go for that purpose. 
Not that I did not know that the Lord might bless me 
nearer home ; but I seemed impressed with the convic- 
tion that I had better go there ; so I cut out the notice, 
and put it in my pocket, resolved that, when the time 
came, I would go." 

" You, of course, obtained what you went for ? " 

" O yes ! I immediately set about it, and at the first 
prayer meeting before the preacher's stand, I went for- 
ward as a seeker, and publicly confessed my sins. I 
had been an awful sinner, for I had been a hypocrite. 
The Lord pardoned me, and made me very happy in his 
love, as soon as I sought him with all my heart." 

** You certainly have reason to be very thankful." 

" Yes, surely I have ; for not only has the Lord par- 
doned my sins, but he has blessed me much since, so 
that I now feel that I am all the Lord's." 
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" I praise the Lord in your behalf, and feel very 
much interested in your experience, and I should like 
to have you tell me all about it." 

"Do you remember of speaking one day, in the 
Betliel tent, of a young convert, who received the bles- 
sing of holiness ? Well, when I heard it, I thought, 
that is Jtcst what I need, and then I resolved, in the 
strength of the Lord, that I vxmld have it. After the 
meeting was over, I thought I would look out for some 
one, who appeared to enjoy the blessing, and would in- 
quire what I must do in order to obtain it. I soon saw 
a man, whose countenance looked as though he enjoyed 
it, and I asked, if he could tell me how I might be 
wholly sanctified." 

« What did he tell you ? " 

" He said I must Jirst consecrate myself wholly, and 
then I must believe." 

"What then?" 

** I then went off by myself a distance in the grove, 
resolved to take the direction I had received, and began 
to consecrate myself. But I could not go far before one 
great duty met me, and to get all on the altar, without 
consenting to do that duty, was what I could not do." 

** Would you have any objection to tell me what that 
one great duty was ? " 

Here the young man manifested a momentary embar- 
rassment, and then said, 

" Why, it was to preach the gospel, but I told the 
Lord I could not preach. I said it was not in me to do 
it, I was ignorant and weak, and I could not preach — I 
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knew I could not. But there was the duty ; consent to 
preach I must, or I could not go a step farther." 

Here he paused, as if he thought what he was about 
to say might go beyond my belief, and then resumed, 

" Why, I really believe that all would have been 
over with me, and I should have lost my justification ^ 
if I had not consented to preach, for / could not go one 
step farther. O, how I felt ! and there T struggled ! 
God saying I must preach, I saying I could not preach. 

** Just then I took up my Bible, and opened it, think- 
ing I would see what the Lord would say to me, and 
what do you think the Lord said ? Well, it was this : " 
— he then repeated verbatim^ — " * For you see your call- 
ing, brethren, how that not many wise men after the 
flesh, not many mighty, not many noble are called ; but 
God hath chosen the foolish things of this world to con- 
found the wise ; and God hath chosen the weak things 
of the world to confound the things which are mighty ; 
and base things of the world, and things which are 
despised, hath God chosen, yea, and things which are 
not, to bring to nought things that are ; that no flesh 
should glory in his presence.' I was so struck that I 
had not another word to say, and I gave up the point, and 
told the Lord that I could preach and would preach, 
if he called me to it." 

*' Were you enabled then to believe ? " 

^^ Not quite yet, for I found there was something 
more to get upon the altar, something which was as dear - 
as my life, and the struggle was even greater on this 
point than the other." 
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Hardly daring to venture farther, yet greatly desiring, 
for my own instruction, to trace the way of the Lord 
with this interesting young disciple, I ventured yet again 
to say, "Would you have any objection to tell me, what 
this yet greater thing which you were required to give 
up was ? " 

** Well, it was this. I have, for some time, had my 
affections interested in a young lady. Previous to my 
addressing her on the subject, a young minister had been 
somewhat attentive to her, and I was rather apprehen- 
sive that he might stand in my way. I spoke to her on 
the subject, but she said she would never marry a minis- 
ter. This all came up before me, and I saw that all 
Would not be on the altar, till she was given up also. 
The struggle was hard, but, by the help of the Lord, I 
succeeded, and all was given up." 

*'Well, then you were enabled to believe?'* 

" Yes, then I was enabled to believe God did receive 
me. I could not doubt, for there was the pcotnise that 
God would receive me, if I gave up all. I dared not 
doubt. And O, siich a change ! Why, I felt it through 
my body as well as my soul. I knew that God had 
sanctified me wholly." 

The above, reader, is, as nearly as we can remember, 
the substance of a conversation with a young man of 
fine natural, and some acquired abilities. It shows how 
rapid the processes of grace may be, when there is 
promptness in yielding to the monitions of the Spirit, 
and where the young disciple is quickly met with teach- 
ings, calculated to inspire his faitji. The question ia 
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sometimes asked, "Where does justification end, and 
sanctification begin ? " Let such carefully ponder the 
manner of the Spirit's leadings with this young convert, 
and they will find an answer to the inquiry. God had 
brought his ancient people up to the borders of. the 
promised land, and they, looking at the formidableness 
of their enemies, and their own weakness, instead of 
relying on the promise of Almighty aid, refused to go 
forward, and were consequently condemned for their 
disobedience and unbelief. As they would not go for- 
ward, they were compelled to go back. Were they 
justified before God ? Beader, where are you to-day ? 
You cannot retain a state of justification, if you are 
refusing to comply with the command of God, "Go 
foi-ward," If there is some great duty in the way of 
your entire sanctification, as in the case of this young 
man, hasten to get the matter settled between God and 
your soul, or, by your refusal, you will lose your justi- 
fied state, and God will write you down condemned, 
despite of all your fancied ideas of justification. You 
cannot be justified and condemned at the same time. 
It involves a contradiction of terms. 

SUPPLEMENTARY. 

** Bat now, bdng made free from sin, and become servants of God, ye hare yoor 
fruit onto holiness, and the end eyerlasttng life."-— Romans vi. 22. 

Since writing the preceding, the writer has received 
a letter firom the young disciple therein referred to. It 
will interest the reader to know how evidently the 
fruits of holiness are being brought forth in his case 
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The letter has just been received, and was written about 
four weeks subsequent to the experience we have related. 
Surely, the manifest absorption in the cause of Christ, 
tbe holy boldness, and the maturity of faith here exhib 
ited, are sufficient to convince the church of the utility. 
Bay, the duty, of urging young converts to the attainment 
of present and entire holiness. Who can question the 
expediency of relating experience on this subject, when 
we observe the effect in the case of this young convert ? 
It was the recital we had given of the experience of this 
grace, in the case of a young convert, that the Lord 
made use of in inciting this young man to seek the 
blessing, and in enabling him to apprehend that it was 
the privilege of young converts to be holy. And yet 
some have been so mistaken as to question gravely the 
expediency of encouraging young converts to expect this 
attainment early in their heavenward career, and have 
judged the profession of this attainment from the lips of 
such, injurious. 

In the letter just received, our young friend informs 
us, that, immediately on reaching home, he told his pa- 
rents what great things the Lord had done for his soul. 
His father was an unconverted man, and had not been 
willing to be addressed about his eternal interests. But 
now he sat, and heard his son talk, all the afternoon, 
about the wonderful transformations grace had wrought. 
The son, since the Lord had translated hinn from the 
kingdom of darkness, had been much in prayer for the 
awakening of his father, and now he says, " I saw how 
the Lord had been answering my prayer." When evening 
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came^ the son ^yroposed having family worship. So fei 
had grace prepared the way, that the father quickly 
assented. And now the affectionate son, in the strong 
arms of faith, brought his father to the feet of Jesus. 
" I prayed," says he ^' for my father's awakening, and 
the Lord heard and answered. I then explained to him 
the nature of a change of heart, and prayed for his con- 
version, and, glory be to God! he has since been 
converted. My mother, I had thought, knew something 
about religion; but, when I began to tell her my 
experience, she said, she did not enjoy religion ; her 
religion had been nothing more than morality. I asked 
her if she was willing the Lord should give it to her 
any way he saw fit, and she said. Yes ! Then, said I, 
mother, you shall have it." The son then knelt 
down beside his dear mother in prayer, and greatly did 
the Lord strengthen his faith, as he brought her, also, 
in mighty prayer, to the foot of the cross. Believing 
that he had received the thing he had asked, he arose, 
strong in fSuith. On rising from prayer, his mother 
expressed herself as not feeling as clear as she could wish ; 
but so confident was he that his prayer had brought 
virtue from Jesus in her behalf, that he, with an assured 
£dth, told her that she would feel better soon ; she had 
only to keep trusting in the Lord, expecting the evi- 
dence, and it would be given. So sure was he of this, 
that he left the room, and retired up stairs, when, not 
long after, his mother called him, exclaiming, ^' The 
Lord has cast all my sins behind his back." The mother 
expressed her amazement, but her son assured her, that 
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he did not think it at all strange, for she might have 
had the evidence sooner, if she had only believed, as 
soon as the Lord wanted her to. He closes up his 
interesting letter, by saying, *^ O praise the Lord, he is 
doing such a great work here. * * * * I am making 
preparation for the ministry as fast as I can." He 
speaks of entering an institution shortly, where the 
fecilities for study may be favorable ; says the brethren 
are calling him to exhort, and the Lord gives him man- 
ner and matter, and he is trying to live in the discharge 
of every duty, and the Lord blesses him beyond all he 
can ask or think. 

What a work of the spirit do we here behold, in one 
so recently converted ! No wonder that the adversary 
has taken pains to persuade us, that converts so young 
in experience, should not be taught to expect the bless- 
ing of entire sanctification, and that the professions of 
those who believe they have so attained are calculated to 
exert a dissuasive influence. 

Tremendous, indeed, would be the inroads on Satan's 
kingdom, should a Christianity, marked by these rapid 
and scriptural processes, prevail. This is the Christi- 
anity that was exhibited in the lives of the apostles. 
How soon might a book of acts, similar to the acts of 
THE APOSTLES, be Written, giving a history of the modem 
achievements of Christianity, which might compare with 
those of an earher period, if its entire renovations and 
power, were thus early and earnestly exhibited, in the 
lives of its professors ! 
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**1 DO not sell liquor to inebriates, or any thing of 
diat sort ; but, for travellers, as they pass on their way, 
it seems necessary to keep a little on hand." 

Said the lady addressed, " I have a son — an only son. 
From his earliest existence he has been set apart for the 
service of Grod. In view of his early dedication, I ex- 
pect that the Lord will employ him for eminent useful- 
ness. I am training him in view of this. Should you 
give that dear boy the first drop which might eventuate 
in his contracting a taste for the intoxicating cup, I 
should feel that you had wronged me more than if you 
had taken millions from my puise." 

It was about thus, that a deeply interesting interview 
was commenced with a gentleman who kept a house for 
public entertainment in the village of . This gentle- 
man, though erring, was not wholly insincere ; perhaps 
not intentionally so in any degree. He had been, for 
some time, in a state of great religious desire and per- 
plexity. He had applied to the lady for pious counsel. 
Had he been really insincere, he would not have sought 
the sympathy of those whom he believed to be truly pious. 
He knew that there was joy in salvation, and he want- 
ed to be made a partaker of that joy, without making 
the necessary sacrifice. As a redeemed sinner, he knew 
it was his duty to give himself up to his Bedeemer, and 
he had tried to do so. Yes, he had actually made the 
offer of himself to God. But still darkness and per- 
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Obedience, not tears. Earnest and perseTering oflferers rejected. Unbelief. 

plexity prevailed ; he could not believe that Grod ac- 
cepted his offering. And in this attitude he had remained 
several days, still presenting the offering, and still sadly- 
conscious that it was not accepted. Could tears have 
induced the acceptance of his offering, tears were not 
wanting. 

" God will not accept imperfect sacrifices," said the 
lady. " There were those, in the days of the prophet 
Malachi, who brought their sacrifices to God, and great 
ly desired that he would accept them. These offerers 
were earnest, persevering, and even tearful, in their en- 
treaties. It was said of them, ' And this ye have done, 
covering the alt^a: of the Lord with tears, with weeping 
and crying out, insomuch that he regardeth not the 
offering any more. Ye have wearied the Lord with 
your words.' And thus they waited long in earnest- 
ness, and in the sadness of unfulfilled desire. Why 
did God not accept the sacrifices of these offerers ? Let 
him answer for himself. * Because ye offer the lame, 
and the torn, and the sick.' * Ye offer polluted bread 
upon my altar.' * Cursed be the deceiver which voweth 
and sacrificeth unto the Lord a corrupt thing.' These 
offerers could not have believed that God accepted their 
offering. Had they made an effort to believe, they 
would have made an effort to " believe a lie," for God had 
declared that he would not accept such sacrifices. They 
could not believe, neither can you believe that God will 
accept your sacrifice. Unless you confess and forsake 
your sin, you can have no foimdation for your faith ; 
for the promise of mercy is only to those who confess 
and forsake." 
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" I cannot say that I have felt any particular condem- 
nation in view of this matter. I am careful how I sell, 
and to whom, making it a point never to deal out to 
those who are in the habit of intoxication." 

Said the lady, "How is conscience to be regulated 
but by the word of God ? You know that the word 
of God condemns you. You certainly do not need any 
direct revelation from heaven to convict you of sin in 
this matter. Through the Bible, God is as directly 
speaking to you now, as though he were audibly 
addressing you from his throne in heaven. There is 
awfiil danger of having the conscience seared. If you 
do not feel, you have reason to fear that you have 
already too long resisted. Eesist no longer, or God 
may give you up to your delusion, and you be left to 
believe a lie because you have pleasure in unrighteous- 
ness. 

The gentleman said something by way of extenua- 
tion, expressive of a hope that his case was not so des- 
perate as might be inferred from the suggestions of the 
lady. 

A moment's pause ensued, when the lady, feeling 
that a period of infinite moment in the career of that 
gentleman had come, — ^that a decision was now to be 
made which would be eternal in its bearings for good or 

evil, — solemnly said, " Mr. , let me say, as in the 

presence of God, a crisis in your history has come. I 
believe, if you ever sell another drop of liquor, or permit 
another drop to be sold through your influence, that you 
will be a lost spirit, and will soon meet the victims of 
your traffic in the lower regions ! " 
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A loved and honored circle were sitting around, and 
each one seemed struck with amazement at the unex- 
pected and seeming severity. The fact is, she had fixed 
her eye on eternity. She knew that this deathless 
spirit, with whom she had this day for the first time 
met, she would again meet at the bar of God, and she 
feared that the blood of his soul might be found on her 
skirts, did she not faithfully declare the whole counsel 
of God. And though seemingly severe, her heart 
yearned in pity over him, knowing that he had been 
blinded by the god of this world, and could not no\v 
see afar oflF. She had learned to call no man master 
when eternal interests were at stake, but, thinking that 
she might have incurred the censure of that dear circle, 
by her plainness of speech, she sat in silence, trusting in 
God to make her words effectual. A solemn and 
almost unbroken pause succeeded, until supper was 
announced, when, in an under tone, the dealer in 
liquor said to the gentleman of the house, " We have 
come to close quarters here." The spirit of the lady, 
who had brought him into these close quarters, was too 
tender not to feel for one on whom she had inflicted 
such a wound, and she said but little until after supper, 
when she again affectionately approached him, and softly 

said, " Mr. , how does this matter stand in your 

mind now ? " 

'^ Never to sell another drop ! " he exclaimed. 

It was a Christian circle, and a season for social con- 
verse and prayer was proposed. During this season, a 
yoimg man, who had accompanied Mr. to that 
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pious dwelling, was enabled to give himself wholly up 
to Christ, and rejoice in conscious acceptance. 

While this was going on, Mr. manifested much 

emotion, when, turning to him, she said, " How is it with 

you now, Mr. ? *' With joyful surprise he sobbed 

out, ** O ! I believe I am now accepted ! " What was 
the bliss of that waiting company on hearing that 
announcement, especially of that feithful friend who 
had dared to wound deeply, that Christ might heal 
thoroughly ! 

It was Sabbath evening. Mr. , on his way 

home, engaged his young friend to assist him on the 
succeeding morning, in taking out his casks of brandies, 
etc. He retired to his pillow, but he could not sleep. 
The clock struck twelve, and the sacred hours of the 
Sabbath being passed, he hastened to the room of his 
young friend, and said, ** I cannot sleep tiQ those casks 
are removed ; will you assist me in taking them out into 
the turnpike road ? " " Bless the Lord, I will,*' replied 
his zealous friend. There, at midnight, unseen but by the 
eye of those invisible beholders, who rejoice over one 
sinner who repenteth, the bungs were drawn, and the 
contents of those casks, containing moral and physical 
poison, flowed in copious streams down the turnpike. 
The next day, the streams of salvation began to flow out 
upon his family. Both his wife and daughter were 
enabled to rejoice in Christ as their full Savior. "1 
have a new husband ! " said the happy wife the next 
day, as this now happy husband took her to revisit that 
dear Christian circle. And how many husbands might 
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be made all new^ and how many families might know 
the joys of salvation^ if the £ither and husband would 
alike resolve not to touchy taste or handle the unclean 
thing! 



(^oi!s ^fkmaminjgs. 



**lte €M speaketh onee, jm, twioe; yet man perodteth it not! >'— Jos zzzm. 14. 

GtOd's throne will be guiltless. It is his will that all 
shoxdd be warned. But, in the case of every sinner^ 
the last warning will come. It is the Holy Spirit that 
gives the call, but his operations are diversified. Some 
are called by dreams and visions of the night ; others, 
by various painful providences, personal and family af- 
flictions, loss of property, death of friends. The cases 
of some are specially laid on the minds of pious friends, 
involving large responsibilities on the part of Christians, 
in view of a most minute attention to impressions. 
Here is an instance. My friend, not long since, said to 
me, " An impression came on my mind to go and see 
the husband of one of my class members. I was unac- 
quainted, and I thought how singular it would appear 
to go unasked, and obtrude myself on his attentions. I 
did not obey the impression, and, in a day or two after- 
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wards, received word from his afflicted wife that he had 
fallen down suddenly, and expired without a moment's 
warning." Did not God int^.end that that individual 
should have had one more call And who knows but 
that call might have saved that soul from death ? If so, 
of whom may his blood be required ? Let me ask, do 
you observe all those gentle urgings which are, from time 
to time, made on your mind thus by the direct agency 
of the Holy Spirit ? Or are you restive, and is it need- 
ful that you be managed with bit and bridle ? If so, 
beware, or you may, as in the case of our friend, be 
chargeable with blood-guiltiness. Let me tell you of 
some instances of very marked forewarning which have 
recently come under my own observation in the case of 
three young men. 

PROVIDENTIAL ADMONITIONS DISREGARDED. 

On Saturday evening, about twilight, my husband 
was hurried away to see a lady, about half a mile dis- 
tant from our home. On entering her residence, he 
found her wholly beyond the skill of any, save him who 
raised Lazarus. While eating her supper, she had 
fallen suddenly back, and expired. A few hours later, 
at the solemn midnight hour, we were su >denly roused 
by the announcement that a gentleman, residing not far 
distant, had fainted. My husband, on reaching the 
object of his call, found him reclining on the sofa, but 
the angel of death had come stealthily, and had noiseless- 
ly borne his spirit to the eternal world. He had spent 
the evening in listening to a philosophical Ipcture, and 
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had invited his friend to go and hear the Rev. Mr. 



at the Universalist Church, on the next morning. He 
had aflFectionately desired his wife to retire an hour oi 
two previous, saying he had a little matter he wished to at- 
tend to, and would shortly follow. She fell asleep. On 
waking, about the dead of night, and finding her husband 
was not by her side, she called, but received no answer. 
On reaching him, she imagined he had fainted ; but his 
spirit had departed. 

On Sabbath morning, our pastor called at an early 
hour, and breakfasted with us. I mentioned death^s ui - 
looked-for doings of the night before, and our belo^ c I 
pastor, with ourselves, felt that the living ought to 
be admonished. 

It was a season of some religious interest at the church 
we attended, and, after our pastor had delivered a faith- 
ful discourse, he asked my husband if he would exhort, 
and make some reference to the solemn instances of 
mortality he had witnessed the preceding night. My 
husband did so. During his solemn appeal to those who 
were unprepared to meet God, three young men hasten- 
ed out of the house, with noisy steps, and an excited man- 
ner. " This is the way the Methodists are always trying 
to frighten the people," said they, in angry tone, as they 
hurriedly left the house of the Lord. It proved to 
be the last time for two of these profane young men. 
The next morning, at an early hour, they were all three 
at a large establishment in Hague street, when the steam 
boiler in the lower part of the building exploded, and 
a large number of human beings were blown into 
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mid-air^ and some to an almost incredible distance^ 
while others were buried in the mins. Two of these 
young men perished. One only of the three was left, 
and he was dug out of the ruins. He now says, he 
means to give his heart to God. The Lord only knows 
whether he will keep his promise. 



^ d^txg 4 d^M Mater. 



THE TRAVELLER ENTERTAINED. 

The Lord has never disappointed my faith. Such a 
thing cannot be as that one who trusts in the Lord 
should be confounded. But there are some things in 
which I have received very marked answers to my faith, 
and this is one. The Savior said, **A cup of cold water, 
given to a disciple in the name of a disciple, shall not 
lose its reward." I know it would interest you, if I 
could narrate the many circumstances under which I 
have proved this strikingly true. I shall have time to 
give but one or two instances out of scores. Here is 
one : I was travelling from Baltimore to New York ; 
and made arrangements to pause at M. H., to see a dear 
friend. Dr. P. being unable to accompany me, other 
friends accompanied me as fer as P., leaving me about 
twenty miles to go by railroad, and nine by stage. It 
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was near night when I arrived at B., where I was to 
take the stage. I found the stage gone^ and^ therefore^ 
had no alternative but to go and remain over nighty at 
the house of the minister residing in the place, Mdth 
whom I had some acquaintance, or at a public hotel. It 
was always against my views of propriety, and repug- 
nant to my natural feelings, to make a minister's house 
a matter of convenience, amid the multiplicity of caies 
of a minister's family ; and, to go to a hotel without my 
husband to accompany me, I feared, might not be one of 
the ways of the Lord ; for God only promised to keep us 
. tn all his ways, not <mt of his ways. Perhaps, in this, 
the Lord intended to test my naturally independent 
spirit, in order that it might be proved, that all was un- 
der the reign of grace. I called at the parsonage, and 
the Lord had prepared the way before me, as the friends 
seemed to feel themselves much obliged by my coming ; 
the minister's wife, especi^ly. I found all athirst for 
inward purity. The minister was much discouraged ; 
said the place was the hardest ground he had ever work- 
ed on. He was now coming toward the close of his 
second year, and had had no revival, and asked me if 
I would not return on a quarterly occasion, about four 
weeks from that time, and labor with his people. Ear- 
nestly did I plead Mdth the Lord, that the cup of cold 
water, " given in the name of a disciple," might not lose 
its reward. The duty of returning at the expiration of 
four weeks was urged on my mind, and I promised, if 
the Lord would open my way, I would do so. I found 
my way remarkably opened, and went. It was pro- 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



256 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE 

Two meetings a daj. Large congregation. Fifty seekers of purity. 



posed^ on Monday, that we should have afternoon meet- 
ings, especially for the church, and evening meetings, 
in view of the awakening and conversion of sinners. 
Both the minister and his wife thought it utterly in vain 
to attempt to hold afternoon meetings, in consequence of 
the deadness of the church. I said we would go out 
and invite them personally. They said it woxdd do no 
good ; they knew not one that would be likely to ac- 
cept the invitation. 

In answer to my solicitations, a meeting was announc- 
ed on Monday evening for the next afternoon, when, lo ! 
the body of the church was nearly full. We spoke of 
the necessity of entire sanctification ; that it was not left 
optional with God's redeemed people, whether they will 
be holy ; the command is absolute, " Be ye holy." 

It is due to the grace of God to say, that the Holy 
Spirit accompanied God's truth Mdth an irresistible 
unction. We did not soften down the truth, but felt 
that we had a commission to declare the whole counsel 
of God, ** whether the people would hear or forbear." 
We then stated the terms upon which God promises to 
sanctify wholly, and, in the name of the Lord, solemnly 
asked, who, of that company, would comply with the 
conditions, and set themselves apart to get the blessing ? 
It was estimated that about fifty rose to acknowledge, be- 
fore men and angels, that they would resolve, then and 
there, to comply with the conditions upon which God 
has promised to sanctify wholly. From that hour the 
work of the Lord went on with power. That evening, 
and each succeeding meeting during the week^ the power 
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of God was eminently present to awaken the sinner ; to 
justify the seeker, and to sanctify the believer. Before 
the close of the week, about thirty were newly raised 
up to testify that the blood of Jesus cleanseth. And 
such clear and consistent witnesses, I have seldom seen. 
I believe there was not one witness of this grace at the 
commencement of the week. And what to me seemed 
a singular feature in the dispensation of grace was, that 
the most of these who received the sanctifying seal were 
official members, trustees of the church, class leaders, 
etc., — ^not one female, that I can remember. Between 
thirty and forty, I think, professed conversion, and still 
the work was going on when I left. Did not the 
Lord permit this minister to see the reward for the cup 
of cold water ? 

THE GENEROUS HOSTESS REWARDED. 

Seldom have we visited a family but the Lord has 
indulged us in seeing the reward, either in the conver- 
sion of children, or the sanctification of parents. I 
might enlarge and fill sheets. But I must not ; I will 
give you one more incident out of many, which occurred 
but a short time since. We w^re at a camp meeting, 
and slept and breakfasted off the ground with an admi- 
rable family who were given to hospitality. Nature had 
made the lady one of the more noble of her daughters, 
— noble in person, in habits, and in the refinements of 
grace. She was deeply interested in regard to the at- 
tainment of the witness of holiness ; but so incessant 
were her assiduities in attending to hospitalities at their 
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family tent on the camp ground, and at their mansion off 
the ground, that I could get but little opportunity to 
converse Mdth her. She seemed to get but little time to 
concentrate her mind prayerfully on the attainment of 
any object ; but, O, how my soul desired, in her behalf, 
the entire sanctification of her soul, body and spirit! 
I remembered that it was an ordinance in Israel that was 
to abide forever, that those who staid by the staff were 
to share equally with those who went out to battle, and 
I felt that it could not be in the order of God that her 
necessary much serving should prevent her from receiv- 
ing a rich, spiritual blessing, which might be an inheri- 
tance as enduring as eternity. And this I asked in her 
behalf. The last night came, and we were about to 
commence a meeting in a neighboring tent. The people 
were crowding in, and the rain was falling fast. The 
dear Christian lady, whose hospitalities we had shared, 
also came in, and affectionately extended her hand to 
say, ferewell ! How I longed that I might see the cup 
of cold water rewarded ! I still retained her hand, and 
asked, in faith, that it might be now. While present- 
ing her through the blood of the everlasting covenant, 
telling her that the blessing of entire holiness had been 
purchased, and already belonged to her by the right of 
purchase, and all she had to do was to claim the 
promised grace — ^taking God at his word, the Holy 
Spirit spoke through the humble instrument to her in- 
most heart. She believed, and entered into rest. But 
what a rest ! Who can portray it on paper ? I still 
held her hand, as she stood before me, unconscious. 
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apparently, of every thing but the glory upon which «he 
had entered. But the visions of glory were too much 
for the body to endure. She gradually began to sink — 
sink away — till her tall, dignified form lay completely 
prostrate, and it was near half an hour before she was 
able to rise. The reward for the cup of water came 
late in the process of the meeting, but O, how refresh- 
ing and glorious were its inspirations ! Alleluia 1 
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I HAVE some rich poor friends, and some poor rich 
friends. If it will not annoy you, I will introduce you 
to one of each class, and then ask you to tell me whose 
acquaintance you prize the highest. Time, you know, 
is only the dressing-room for eternity, and we form 
friendships here, in view of perpetuating them in heaven. 
I will introduce you to my friends, and then tell me ' 
which you will take most closely to the fellowship of 
your heart. 

Here is my friend Mr. . He has accumulated a 

fine property, so that he is now quite able to move 
away from his snug house, and the friends that would 
remind him of his former ordinary estate. His name 
is on the register of a Christian church, but so engross- 
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ingly haye his attentions been occupied Mdth bank 
stocks and ledger, that he has not, for a long time, been 
able to settle his account Mdth Heaven. He does not 
remember, perhaps does not know, that, in view of be- 
nevolent enterprise, he, whose steward he professes to 
be, has said, " Let every one of you lay by him in store 
as God hath prospered him." And so it has not enter- 
ed into his conceptions to give as the Lord hath pros- 
pered him, but rather to live and expend in mere worldly 
display, as the Lord hath prospered him. Though he 
lives in this splendid mansion, and has his servants at 
pleasure, yet it is really wonderful to see what a pittance 
he gives toward sustaining the poor and friendless, and 
the various institutions of Christianity. 

He does not seem to know the fact that it is as truly 
a religious duty to give according to his ability, as it is 
to pray. He does not know this, because he seldom, if 
ever, finds time in his closet, with his Bible and with 
his Grod, to search into these matters. He lives on the 
surfece of all religious duty. Five hundred dollars is 
but a light expenditure, if spent in household equipage 
family wardrobe, or in the sumptuous entertainment of 
friends. But fifty dollars for the widow and the father- 
less, or for any benevolent enterprise, which will not 
enroll the name of the donor on the annals of fame, is 
(00 large an expenditure to even contemplate, and such 
I have never known him to give, except on some pub- 
lic occasion. His children are not pious. Much eflFort 
has been made to fit them to shine in the world, but, 
alas ! how little to prepare them to shine in heaven, or 
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in the image of the heavenly ! If what little he has 
given has been given in view of the observation of 
men^ he has for this no reward from his Father in 
heaven. 

Do you think this man rich toward God ? How much 
treasure do you think he has laid up in heaven? 
This is one of my rich poor friends. How do you like 
him? Do you think you will covet the influence of 
his friendship in the other world ? 

If not, then I would advise you not to cater to his 
opinion, or covet his friendship, in this world. Do 
not sanction his costly entertainments by your presence. 
It is unbecoming the simplicity of the gospel of Christ, 
and beneath your dignity in view of your high and 
holy calling. If you do it, you may make yourself 
a partaker of other men's sins. 



PU |<ror firlt <J|H«iil. 



And now, permit me to introduce you to one of my 
rich poor friends. I cannot give you her name. That 
is recorded in heaven, and this is honor enough. But 1 
will briefly state facts. We will look in upon her in 
various avocations of life. Here she is helping her hus- 
band in his little grocery. His circumstances are limi- 
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tedy and will not allow of liis employing a clerk^ neither 
can she afford to keep hired help. But here all is tidy, 
and pleasant to eye and ear. Pies and bread, milk and 
tape, needles and nuts, in short, every variety of tax on 
patience and time in connexion with household duties. 
But here patience is having its perfect work. And 
though the hands may be in perpetual motion, her heart 
is as truly in the service of God as though she had 
received a commission from heaven, specifying her vari- 
ous work in all its minutiae. Her standing over the 
counter, to retail articles, is made the occasion of fre- 
quent and earnest converse on the subject of religion, 
and, through this means, souls have been awakened, 
some have been converted, and others sanctified. That 
little room, attached to the store, has been the birth- 
place of souls. And, though so small and humble in 
appearance, it has often been filled with the hallowing 
presence of God, and numbers have received the seal of 
the Sanctifier, while bowed there. Though this husband 
and wife have but one little room and chamber, yet this 
is the abode of neatness, hospitality and affection. And 
this is not all ; the sick and the poor are visited, and 
the distressed in body, mind, and estate are relieved. 
Our poor rich friend has always something to give. 
Her income is small, but the tenth is scrupulously laid 
aside, according as God hath prospered her. Persons 
have often wondered how our poor rich friend's funds 
came, and where from. She is ever ready for every 
good work, and gives wholly beyond many who have 
the amount of her means a hundred times told. What 
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do you think of our rich poor friend, and our poor rich 
friend ? Which do you thint will have the brightest 
crown at the glorious appearing of the great God and 
our Savior Jesus Christ ? 



Jl d^mjtttattt urdi orAtxd mi mt 



I WOULD rather God would cut short the work in 
righteousness, and take me home to heaven, than to be 
ever vacillating in my feith and in my purposes. 
When I gave myself up wholly to my Redeemer, it was 
in the bonds of an everlasting covenant. I looked well 
at the terms of the covenant, resolved that it should be, 
in all things, well ordered and sure. After I had made 
an inventory, and signed myself, with all that I had or 
ever expected to have, over to Gk)d, the enemy did not 
dispute the point that I had given up all, as far as I knew, 
to God, but he suggested that there might be something 
I did not know of that I had not surrendered. I re- 
plied, I make no provision for future emergencies; I 
give up all, whether known or unknown,* resolved that, 
as God shall reveal his will, I will say, " Behold thy 
willing servant, determined all thy will to obey ! " Now 
you have been much troubled on this point of giving 
up all. With thousands of other sincere, earnest souls, 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



£64 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE 



The deed. What we ring. When it becomes daty to belieye. 

you have said, " How may I know when I have given 
up all ? " This, certainly, is not so difficult a point to 
apprehend as you imagine. If I should, by an instru- 
ment at law, convey to you my dwelling, with all it con- 
tains, whether known or unknown, and then should 
afterwards find something that I had not known of at the 
time, would I have a right to appropriate the included 
yet unthought-of article to myself? All you have, or 
may ever expect to have, worth possessing, tiiready 
belongs to God. You have been wholly redeemed, and, 
as the property of your Redeemer, have no right to 
hold any thing as your own. And have you not, in 
word, already given up all to God ? How often have 
you sung, 

'' Though late, I all forsake, 
My friends, my ott, resign " ! 

And now, is it any longer at your own option, whether 
you will be wholly the Lord's ? Let the language of 
your heart from this moment be, 

*< Lord, I am thine, and not my own, 
Thy servant, purchased onto thee ; 
My every power is thine alone. 
The dear-hooght right of Calyary." 

The moment you make the entire surrender, that mo- 
ment (and not till that moment) does it become not only 
your privilege, but your solemn duty, to believe that 
God accepts you wholly. God has given you grace to 
present yourself a living sacrifice. You come through 
Christ, and an offering presented to God through Christ 
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M holyy acceptable. Yes, it is holy and acceptable 
because it is presented through that blood that cleanseth 
from all unrighteousness. And who would dare doubt 
but that a sacrifice presented to God through this all- 
cleansing, ever-purifying medium, is holy and acceptable 
to God ? To doubt it were indeed sinful. And would 
not such doubts bespeak a light estimate of the blood 
of the Son of God? 

" If all the sins which men haye done, 

In thoof^t or will, in word or deed, 
Since wcnrlds were made, or time began. 

Were laid on one poor rinner'a head. 
The Btxeun of Jesus' preciout blood 

Gould wash away the dreadful load." 



THE COLORED WOMAN AND THE LAWYER. 

'* The rich and the poor meet together," and how the 
Lord, " the Maker of them all," can, in a few moments* 
time, bring them on an equality, has just been illustrated, 

in a manner I shall never forget. Lawyer came 

to my husband's office, at a very early hour, this morn- 
ing, all excitement, and suffering quite seriously from 
injuries received in the awful disaster which has well- 
nigh clothed our city in mourning. He was on board 
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the burning '* Henry Clay." By an amazii^ train of 
fortunate providences, he was not consumed by the de- 
vouring flame, or, with scores of others, plunged irto a 
watery grave. Being unable to swim, he remained on 
the burning vessel until pursued by the flames to the 
last possible refuge. He then threw two cane-bottomed 
seats into the river, hoping, if he missed one, he might 
alight on the other. But here his purpose failed. He 
missed both, and, on plunging into the water, sank to 
the bottom. Through the mercy of Grod, he rose again, 
and succeeded in getting hold of an iron brace which 
supported the guards of the boat, which was now fast 
being enveloped in flame. Here,^ he supported himself 
till he could retain his hold no longer, and again h«f 
sank. Again, through the mercy of God, he wa» 
brought up, and succeeded, yet once more, in getting 
hold of a brace, and, for a short time, sustaining himself, 
when, through failure of strength, or the burning heat, 
one finger after another unloosed its grasp, until his last 
hold on life or hope apparently vanished, and he sank 
as if to rise no more, until the sea should give up her 
dead. And yet, through a miraculous Providence, he 
again arose. On reaching the surface of the water, his 
head dashed against something, which, though in a state 
of extreme exhaustion, he grasped. It proved to be the 
gangway plank. On fixing his feeble hold here, he 
soon found that he was only sharing this, his last hold 
on life. Holding on at the other end of the plank, in 
the firenzied struggles of expiring hope, was an athletic 
colored woman ! In the violence of her struggles, she 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



ECONOMY OF SALVATION, 5^67 

The lawyer snppUoatM. The oniTersal leTeller in sight. The reecae. 

several times almost "wrenched tlie plank from the 
feeble grasp of the lawyer, and every struggle seemed to 
make the probability more certain that the lawyer and 
colored woman must together sink and perish. Law- 
yer is one, whose high-toned spirit, and peculiar 

cast of mind, would dispose him to be among the last to 
bupplicate such a being as her, who was now so emi- 
nently jeopardizing his last weak hold on life. But 
now, with most moving expostulations, he implored his 
frantic companion, for Heaven's sake, that she would 
not wrest away his only remaining hope, assuring her^ 
that, if she continued thus violent in her eflforts, both he 
and she must quickly and inevitably sink together. 

Ah, the rich and the poor had, indeed, met together. " 
Death, the universal leveller, with whom distinctions are 
unknown, was now in sight, and, as he was about with 
one grasp to seize these fresh victims, a small boat came 
to their rescue, and they were saved. Such was the 
haste of those who had drawn them into the small boat 
to rescue as many as possible of these who had thrown 
themselves into the water from the burning vessel, and 
were now, in ever}' direction, struggling for life, that, in 
drawing the lawyer into the little boat, they dragged 
him in with his face downward, and but little more 
than halfway over the side, barely sufficient to ensure 
the poise, and here he lay, hanging over the side of the 
boat, with his face downward, too weak to move, until, 
with the other rescued ones, he was taken ashore, and 
kindly cared for. 

And now, in view of the miraculous preservation of 
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Lawyer , who would not have thought that, in re- 
lating this to his pious physician, in less than a day after 
its occurrence, he would ascribe his preservation to God, 
and would, at once, resolve on devoting his life to the 
service of his Preserver and Redeemer? but not one 
word of thankfulness to God, or of a resolve to devote 
his spared life to his service, did he utter. Surely, if 
men '* will not hear Moses and the prophets, neither 
would they be persuaded, though one rose from the 
dead." 



lift a ^\m. 



WEALTH FIRST, THE lONISTRT AFTEB-WARDS. 



He believed himself called to the work of saving 
souls. He seemed to have descended from the tribe of 
liOvi. By an aged grand-father, who had long been in 
the sacred office, he had, in early life, been dedicated 
to the service of the sanctuary ; and, by a father who 
also ministered at the altar, he had, in spirit, been con- 
secrated to the work of saving souls. When God con- 
verted his soul, he became very ardent in his sei-vice 
A few months afterwards, he obtained the witness of 
entire sanctification. He had before had serious con- 
victions in regard to what might be his call> but now, 
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with a distinjctness which was unmistakable^ he knew 
that he was called to* be 

'*by God, 

The Lord, commissioned to make known to men, 
The eternal oonnoils ; in his Blaster's name, 
To treat with them of eyerlasting things." 

He did not mean to be disobedient to the call of the 
Spirit, but a golden bait was thrown in his way, which 
he did not discover to be of Satan till too late. He had 
a wife whom he had taken from a comfortable sphere in 
life. " Shall I subject this dearly cherished one to all 
the vicissitudes of an itinerant minister's wife " ? thought 
he. How much better to place her in circumstances 
first where my mind may be relieved from the thought 
that she may be exposed to contingencies which may 
burden my heart ! How much more cheerfully, then, 
may I wing my way with messages of salvation as an 
ambassador for Christ ! 

. And thus he reasoned, when a lucrative office under 
the government was oflTered. Fifty thousand dollars 
might soon be realized, human probabilities considered. 
The enemy told him that this sum might soon be 
obtained, and then, with a light heart and a rapid 
course, he could soon redeem the time spent in the accu- 
mulation of his fortune. He did not seem to perceive 
the true character of the bait, but God raised him up a 
faithful friend. We expressed to him our misgivings, 
and would fain have hindered, but he was so sure he 
might present Christ on shipboard, and in California, that 
the point was yielded. 



23* 
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He soon embarked. On shipboard, he failed to 
exhibit Christ. The first failure was as he sat down to 
the first meal. The Holy Spirit suggested, "Ask a 
blessing openly on the food, and let it be known that 
you acknowledge God in all things." But the tempter 
said. It would have the appearance of being righteous 
overmuch. The tempter prevailed. And, with shame 
and sadness, did our friend spend his first night on the 
sea. And now he became painfully conscious that his 
spiritual strength was failing, and that he was out of the 
path of duty. Soon he began to neglect all religious 
duties, and at length totally departed from God. What 
a change! 

" From what a height of happiness cast down! " 

Splendid talents, which might have been employed in 
the service of Christ as an ambassador from the King 
of heaven, yielded up to the service of sin ! Still he 
hoped for a brilliant earthly career. But, in this, he 
was doomed to a most fatal disappointment. His health 
utterly failed, and he became a wreck. Disappointment 
and disaster, with raven wing, brooded over him, and 
utterly darkened every prospect. His earthly schemes 
all failed, and, after a year or two, he returned home 
only to die. He was a spiritual and physical wreck. In 
the day of his calamity, he sought earnestly, and with 
most bitter repentant tears, the mercy of God, through 
our Lord Jesus Christ. In some of the bitter pangs 
through which he passed, I was with him, and never 
can I forget his sad bewailings. Truly, in that cup of 
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repentance, was the " wormwood and the gall." The 
liord had mercy on his soul, but his sin was a sin unto 
the death of the body. He lingered a few months more 
op. the shores of time, a pitiable wreck, in body, mind, 
and estate, and has now gone to reap the rewards of 
eternity, but not of a life spent in the service of Christ 
as a faithful minister. 



^ Jttcojg. 



THE INCOG IN THE NUESERT. 

Here is a happy family group. These little ones are 
bright and gleeful. The God of nature is in himself a 
fountain of happiness. Children are made t;o be happy, 
and, if not pinioned by disease, or ungentle usage, their 
little hearts, and agile forms, will bound upward un- 
fettered as the joyous bird. Children may be sportive ; 
it is surely as natural, as for birds to fly. But, though 
natural, and therefore unsinful, as for the sportive lamb 
to indulge in its playful gambols, yet children cannot 
always be sportive, without damage to household equi- 
page, wardrobe, and limb. 

And here is a changed scene. Our happy little family 
group are all in dismay and sorrow. A vase has been 
broken, and a nice garment torn. Not intentionally ; O, 
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no ! The disaster was as purely accidental as was that 
of the earnest clergyman, who, when in the heat of his 
subject, came too near that splendid lamp, and sent it 
whirling below. That minister was not met wit^ 
severe words, and an uplifted hand. Our incog has 
another way of meeting ministers, and other people in 
church, than little loving hearts in the nursery. 

In fact, I imagine our incog has something to do in 
causing disasters. He raised the wind in the days of Job, 
and has he not, as the Prince of the power of the air, 
raised it many a time since ? Yes ! And he has just now 
been raising it in this nursery. He did not come in 
sooty garments, or with cloven foot. No! Surely, 
he had been resisted, had he come thus. But I will 
tell you just how he came. It was in a flowing 
garment of light. And thus stealthily did he hide 
his Satanic steppings, as he approached that pious 
father or mother, and in subtlety whispered, ** You do 
well to be angry." The incog is instantly obeyed, and 
lo ! the havoc. Seeds of anger are sown in these young, 
guileless hearts. Dire seeds, such as were sown in the 
heart of Cain, are, by the parents' own hand, sown in 
these infant hearts. And who can doubt but this seed 
will germinate ? Do you not already see its fruit in 
that angry cry, and those retorting words ? But do not 
imagine the end is yet. A plentiful crop awaits you in 
after-life. And you may gather its bitter fruit in eter- 
nity. O, beware of the first entrance of the incog in 
the nursery ! 
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THE INCOG IN THE KITCHEN.^ 

But the nursery is not the only place where our in- 
cog stealthily obtrudes. He was in that kitchen and 
laundry, when you unkindly chided that servant. The 
peaceful airs of Paradise, which, through redeeming 
mercy, may, and ought to, pervade every dwelling, are 
his bane. And he would fain, with pestilential breath, 
contaminate the air of your dwelling ; but he will do it 
stealthily. Again we tell you, don't expect to see him 
come with sooty robe, or showing his cloven foot. He 
knows your likes and dislikes quite too well for that. 

In fact, I imagine you are really too pious to entertain 
his Satanic majesty with a good relish knowingly. But he 
is awaie that yourself and family have very many privi- 
leges, social and religious, of which this poor domestic, 
made alike with yourself in the image of God, may not 
partake. He would have you unmindful of the diflfer- 
ence, and the corresponding obligation, on yoiu: part, to 
meet the deficiency by the kindliness of your behavior. 
Who prompted you, when you administered that re- 
proof in such an ungentle manner ? And when you 
permitted your pampered children to perplex those in 
your employ, and to manifest a disregard to the increase 
of tbeir labor, comfort and convenience, whose dicta- 
tions did you yield to ? O, there is care, toil and pri- 
vation enough in the kitchen ! It is cruel to have the 
incog there. 
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liiE INCOG IN THE PAELOR AND CHAMBER. 

But does he not often get in the parlor, and in the 
secrecy of the closet, or the chamber ? "Was he not in 
your parlor, when you meted out allusions derogatory 
to the character of that Christian minister, that pious 
friend, and that neighbor, such measure as you well 
know you would not love to receive again ? And when 
you made that display of folly and fashion, so unbecom- 
ing the simplicity of the gospel, was he not there to 
urge you to it, and to assist you in it? When you 
were influenced to pursue a course, calculated to intro- 
duce your children into fashionable life, rather than to 
introduce them to the attentions of the purely pious, 
and to expend your means largely for fashionable follies, 
instead of sacrificing to God that which cost you some- 
thing, — ^whose dictations did you obey ? 

When you went to your chamber, and, in conformity 
with the usages of the pious, knelt before the Lord your 
Maker, and the Holy Spirit reproved you for the errors of 
your spirit and life, who was it that influenced you to turn 
away from that reproof, with the suggestion, that others, 
professing as much religion as yourself, did the same ? 
And when, from a condemning conscience and physical 
indisposition, you were held -waking in the midnight 
hour, the Spirit urging you to renewed and entire dedi- 
cation, whose influence did you obey, when you resolved 
that you coul^ not be quite willing to be singular fiw: 
Christ's sake ? Ah, the subtle incog ! He lurks in the 
parlor and the chamber. 
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THE INCOG IN THE COUNTING-HOUSE. 

But where may we not find the incog ? Here he is, 
in this place of merchandise, prompting this man of 
business to an unhallowed haste to be rich. Stealthily 
is he preparing thorns for the dying pillow of this un- 
restf 111 man. In his restlessness, he gives him opiates, 
which, though they may not give quiet to the weary 
body, are fast deadening the sensibilities of the soul. 

Poor man ! He is becoming blind, and cannot see 
afar oflf. Our incog is the god of this world, and this 
grovelling man of money once perceived this, but he is 
every day growing blinder, and the cause of this increas- 
ing blindness is becoming yet more perceptible to his 
fer-seeing, pious friends. Time once was, when he used 
to turn his eye upward ; but now he seldom or ever does 
this. This long-continued looking downward, in search 
of the root of all evil, is fixing a mark of most debasing 
tendency upon him ; but this he does not perceive. Alas 1 
our insidious incog has well-nigh done his worst here. 
Subtle, cruel fiend ! There he stands disguised {is a friend ! 
And do you see how he raises the dust ? It appears 
as gold, and eagerly our poor counting-house friend will 
weary out life's hours in catching at these particles, that 
lie may put them in his coffer. What a pity he does 
not perceive how these particles are blinding his eyes I 



" Oar aim if happineM,* tit yours, t is mine, 
Tls the panmit of all that lire on earth, 
But some mistake the marie, and wearj oat 
Ukl'B hoars in ehasing shadows.*' 
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THE INCOG IN THE CHUECH. 

Nor is this all. Here he is among these church mem- 
bers. Did you notice that uncharitable, half-spoken 
insinuation? That unwary professor did not exactly 
mean to do wrong, in that unkind insinuation. But 
our fiendish incog whispered it in his ear; and he 
whispered it out. Had the incog been clothed in fiend- 
ish garb, our friend would have abhorred obedience 
to his bidding. 

But the words have gone forth. How slight, seem- 
ingly, were the insinuations ! but they were seeds of dis- 
cord. And, now that they have been once sown, who 
can tell what the harvest may be, when fairly reaped, 
perhaps in the disbanding of that now peaceful church ? 
See that man, with his one talent, closely eying his 
Christian brother, to whom his Lord has entrusted five 
talents. The servant with his one talent, and the ser- 
vant with his five, are equally precious in the sight of 
him who is "no respecter of persons." Each one is 
required to use just what he has, and no more. But 
how enviously is that one-talented member eying his 
brother, who is striving to make full use of his five tal- 
ents ! **Ah ! " whispers our would-be pious incog, *' are 
not all the Lord's servants prophets?" What better 
right than yourself to that more honorable position, has 
that brother ? And thus begins the whisper of dissatis- 
fiiction, which ends in outspoken wrath, and ultimate 
destruction. Had oi^: incog come in his native garb, 
our on^rtalented, yet not wicked friend i^ight have 
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remained in his own sphere, and been useful. But, by 
yielding to that first whisper, he is allowing'our incog to 
exal^ him to a position, which he has no talent to fill, 
and in which he dishonors himself, and the cause of 
piety. Soon will he thrust him down, and make him 
the sport of fiends. 

THE INCOG IN THE PULPIT. 

But where will not, and where has not, our incog 
appeared ? He enters God's holy temple, and has been 
known even to ascend the sacred de^, in company with 
the minister. But so subtle in deceivablness is our incog, 
that the minister knew him not. We do not say, that 
he might not have known him ; for there, right before 
him, lay an infallible test, by which he might at once 
have tried him, and known that he was not of God. 
But of this he, who had come to minister for Christ, 
was unmindful. He did not go to the law and to the 
testimony, to try the spirit, and, before he was aware, 
the foul incog took the advantage. Instead of preach- 
ing Christ, Jie preached himself. He made a display 
of himself, as a very close, theological thinker. Noth- 
ing could be more evident to God, angels, and the 
deeply spiritual portion of his auditors, than that he was 
^\illing to exhibit himself sls a seiinonist, of extraordinary 
powers of analyzation, an adept in all the technicalities 
of theology, of marked ability for profound biblical 
criticism, and pulpit oratory. And of this he has con- 
vinced his auditors. But though his auditors go away 
under this conviction in regard to the man that has 

24 
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ministered to them^ who goes away with renewed and 
powerful conrictions of the necessity of Christ as a present 
Savior ? Who goes away newly convicted of the infi- 
nite claims of Christ on the heart, or with renewed 
heart-realizations of his saving power ? Ah ! the incog 
was in the pulpit, and what a wonderful gain did he 
make out of that minister, and through his influence ! 
What a gain of sacred time ! This was the Lord^s day. 
And here were about fiye hundred auditors. Maik that ! 
Yes, mark it ; for our incog, with his many invisible 
attendants, marked Jt closely, and with fiendish frolic. 
Only think — ^five hundred hours of sacred time ; time 
which ought to have been improved, in earnest eflForts to 
prepare the soul for immortality, and eternal life. Here 
are five hundred souls standing on the brink of eternity, 
some whom, perhaps, for the last time, the Holy Spirit has 
brought to this temple sacred to holy service. 

O, did not our incog make memorable gain, when he 
went with that minister into the sacred desk, and in- 
duced him to preach himself instead of preaching Christ ? 



'* Angels oar march apfon^ 
Who still in strength excel ; 
Our secret, sworn, eternal foes, 
Goontless, inTisible. 
From thrones of glory driyen, 
By flaming Tengeance hnri«d, 
They throng the air, and daricen hflaTsii] 
And role this lower world." 
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a;k MinhUfa M|e. 



*' If I should get the blessing, I am sure I could 
never keep it. I am naturally so volatile — so light ! " 

And who do you think it was, that said this ? Why, 
it was* a minister's wife; one who, by virtue of her 
position, had placed herself before the people as an ex- 
ample in faith and practice. Of this, we reminded her, 
as we urgea upon her the solemn auty of present holiness, 
as the indispensable pre-requisite of a minister's wife ! 

How serious are the responsibilities of those who 
place themselves in this position ! " But," say some, 
" we do not wish others to follow us as examples in 
faith and doctrine. We do not profess to have an ex- 
perience which will warrant this." But, my dear Chris- 
tian sister, whether you desire it or not, scoYes, if not 
hundreds, will be thus looking up to you. If conform- 
ed to the will of Christ, in experience and in spirit ; if 
you manifest an evident renunciation of the world, with 
all its vain pomp and vanity, hundreds will take knowl- 
edge of you, in the various places where the vocation of 
your husband may lead you, and will be influenced by 
your example to do likewise. But, if you do not, you 
will neutralize the effect of your husband's ministra- 
tions, and, instead of luring souls to heaven, throi;gh 
your influence, you may find, in the end, that scores 
stopped short of "the prize of their high calling in 
Christ Jesus," by following your tardy example. An(? 
do you feel quite ready to meet them at the List day ? 
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How much better that you at once rise and step for- 
ward, and, in the majesty of Almighty grace, stand forth 
in connection with your husband, and, in inspiring atti- 
tude and word, proclaim, ** We are well able to go up 
and possess the good land " ! You know that we are 
well able. You have as good a Savior as Paul had. 
The Savior is with you now. If ^e should now make 
himself visible to you, as to his disciples in journeying 
to Emmaus, and say to you, " Believest thou that I am 
able to do this ? " what would you say in reply ? 

You would not dare to say, " Lord, I am so volatile, 
so irresponsible in my feelings, so prone to yield to my 
natural preferences, and shrink from the cross — I can- 
not think of standing out, in an attitude before the peo- 
ple, that word seem to say, " Follow me." You would 
rather say, " Lord, all things are possible with thee, 
and all things are possible to him that believeth." 

Our dear friend, the minister's wife, who said she 
was so volatile, felt much as you ; only, perhaps, more 
volatile, timid and irresponsible ; for we have seldom 
seen a minister's wife, who seemed more disposed to 
shiink away from the responsibilities of her high calling. 
We had 'met at one of those yearly gatherings, where 
the tribes go up to worship in tents. Her husband, who 
felt deeply the cares of his holy vocation, and was en- 
deavoring, with clean hands and a pure heart, to minis- 
ter in the sanctuary, greatly desired that his lovely, 
intelligent wife should be his help-meet, in meeting his 
ministerial responsibilities. Now,, do not smile, and 
think me over-exacting, when I say that this was just 
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what he had a right to expect of her. And we are free 
to say, before God and man, that, when a minister gives 
himself to God and the church, he wrongs himself, and 
wrongs the church, if he does not marry in view of a 
helper in his calling. And not only does he wrong 
himself and the church, but he wrongs the lady of his 
choice, if he does not first see that her natural and re- 
ligious preferences are such as to ensure an aptness for 
the duties of her holy calling. And may it not be owing 
to a want of careful observance on this subject, that 
many a minister's wife has pined out a short existence ? 
God saw that, by neither grace nor nature, she was fitted 
for her sphere. Her husband foiled in his election. 
He thought more about her pecuniaiy condition, and 
his mere natural preferences, than about a helper, meet 
to aid him in bettering tbe spiritual condition of his 
flock. 

For this cause many are sickly, and many die. But 
is the fragile, inefficient wife the only suflerer under 
these circumstances? Might not that minister, whose 
cares with his unhelpfrd family are ever crushing his 
spirits ; might not such an one have risen high in the 
scale of eminent usefulness, if he had sought a wife with 
as much prayerful circumspection as Fletcher did ? " 

But, with this minister's wife, it was not a want of 
natural, intellectual or physical ability for her work. 
The only difficulty with her, as with a great many other 
ministers' wives was, the want of full salvation. And 
this, her intelligent, and deeply pious husband knew, 
and it was therefore he said tr us, — 
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" Do interest yourself for Mrs. ." 

This was at the commencement of a camp meeting 
occasion, and deeply and most prayerfully did we inter- 
est ourselves in her behalf during the entire process of 
the meeting ; but we were almost invariably met with 
the discouraging response — 

** If I should get the blessing, I am sure I could never 
keep it.'* 

She did not manifest a want of interest in the subject, 
but she manifested a lamentable want of feith in the wil- 
lingness and ability of Christ to keep her. She was as 
the Israelites would have been if, when they were com- 
manded to go over and possess the goodly land, with 
the promise that God would save them from the hand 
of their enemies, they had said, " Nay, Lord, we are 
afraid, if we obey thy command, and go over to possess 
the land, that thou wilt not save us, after we have 
gone over, but wilt leave us to be overcome by our 
enemies." Who can conceive of greater temerity, 
or any thing more insulting to God, the promise-keep- 
ing Jehovah? 

It was now toward twilight of the last day of the 

meeting. Mrs. , not intending to remain on the 

ground over night, came to bid me an affectionate and 
hasty adieu. 

" I am going," she exclaimed. ** Yes ! and going 
without full salvation." 

She burst into tears, and said, 

** I am sure it is not because I do not need it ! " 

" No ! It is not because you do no* need it, for you 
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need it greatly. You cannot be equal to the duties of 
your high and holy calling without it. And you also 
know just how you might have it. If you knew you 
Had but one moment more to live, would you not cast 
yourself wholly, and just as you are, on Christ ? And 
7ould he not save you to the uttermost ? " 

" Yes, I know he would." 

^* Then why do you not now, just as you are, cast 
fourself wholly on Jesus for present salvation from all 
lin ? God does not leave it optional with yourself 
whether you will do it now ; he commands you to do it 
now. He says * Look unto me and be ye saved,' — ^not 
to-morrow, or five minutes hence, but now. You may 
be in eternity to-morrow, or five minutes hence. All 
you need is present salvation. You •cannot breathe this 
moment for five minutes hence. Neither can you be- 
lieve for five minutes hence. If you are now relying 
wholly on Christ, to save you this moment, he is saving 
you. Are you now trusting wholly in him to save you 
from sin ? " 

"lam.'* 

" Do you think you are sinning now ? " 

" No." 

" How are you now being saved from sin, if it is not 
by the power of your omnipotent Savior ? You could 
not save yourself from sin one moment, any more than 
the veriest fiend. And if Christ is saving you, is it not 
your duty to give him the glory due to his name ? Do 
not wait till you feel an impelling influence to praise 
him^ You do not wait to thank a friend that does you 
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a great favor, till you feel some impelling influence ; but 
you do it because it would be unseemly not to do it. If 
Jesus is now saving you, will you not now say, 

" My Redeemer from all sin, 
I wiU praise thee-"? 

She quickly repeated the words, and in tearful, ador- 
ing gratitude, praised her Redeemer from all sin. A 
divine consciousness, inwrought by the power of the 
Holy Spirit, was given, and she proved the cleansing 
efficacy of Jesus' blood. She had begun the new song 
sung by the blood-washed spirits redeemed from earth, 
and which no man could sing, but they who had first 
learned it on earth, and, with the angel company, she, 
in word and in spirit, repeated, " Unto him that loved 
us, and washed us from our sins in his own blood, and 
hath made us kings and priests unto God and his Father, 
to him be glory and dominion for ever and ever. 
Amen!" 

So engrossing were the beatitudes, with which the 
vision of her mind was now filled, that she could not at 
once leave that sacred spot, as anticipated. She lingered 
till after supper, when a meeting was proposed in the 
large tent in which we now were. 

A large concourse gathered in, among whom were 
several beloved ambassadors of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
We had been but a short time together, when our newly 
blest friend, the minister's wife, forgetful of her former 
timidity, arose, and sweetly said, 

*^ I have been trusting in Jesus to save me from all 
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sin, one hour; and he has saved me. Praise his 
name ! And now I have been asking myself, if Jesus 
can save me one hour, why can he not save me two 
hours, if I will trust in him ? And if he can save me 
two hours, can he not save me a day, a month, or a year ? 
If he can save me a year, can he not save me two years, 
and all along through life, till I get to heaven, if I will 
only trust in him ? " 

The effect of such a testimony from one who had 
been so shrinking and volatile, was almost electrical. 
A teacher in Israel of some celebrity, and a professor 
in a neighboring literary institution, was so interested 
and edified, that he, in less^han an hour, was also on his 
feet, as a newly raised witness of the power of Christ to 
save from all sin. " Never," said he, *' did I see the sim- 
plicity of the way to be saved from all sin, as by hearing 
that simple testimony of Mrs. ." 

Many other witnesses from that literary institution, 
and elsewhere, were enabled, that night, to testify of 
Christ as a full Savior. No one present can forget the 
interest of that blissful, powerful scene. The work 
went on all night, and it was about four o'clock the next 

morning before Mrs. could leave. The inspi 

ration of the occasion seemed mostly to take its rise 
from the unsophisticated, yet powerful testimony of the 
timid Mrs. , who was so sure, if she got the bles- 
sing, that she could never keep it. 

Some years have passed since this eventful camp 
meeting reminiscence ; but still we have reason to hope 

that the once fearful Mrs. keeps the blessing, or, 

in other words, the blessing keeps her. 
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PRATING BY PROXY. 



Did you ever hear of such a thing as proxy worship ! 

Well, just step aside with me. Let us enter this tem- 
ple dedicated to the worship of Almighty God. And 
then tell me what you think of proxy worship. Do 
you see that minister kneeling in the desk ? What is 
he doing ? He is engaged in worship. Ah, then, this 
is the temple of the Lord. And this kneeling man is 
obeying the divine admonition, uttered by David, " O 
come, let us worship and bow down ; let us kneel before 
the Lord, our Maker." And now, my friend, turn your 
eye away from the sacred desk. What do you see ? 
Here is a large concourse, sitting at apparent ease. Some 
are looking at the minister. Others, I imagine, are 
observing the latest fashion. And here are others, with 
head reclined, in dozy attitude. But why does not 
this assembly, convened as they are for worship, obey 
the inspired, expostulatory injimction, ** O come, let us 
worship and bow down, let us kneel before the Lord, 
our Maker," and, in scriptural attitude, worship the 
God of the Scriptures ? I can tell you just the reason. 
The practice of proxy worship has obtained in this con- 
gregation. Of course they pay their minister. And 
what are ministers paid for, but to do the work of the 
congregation? If the minister is paid for doing the 
praying, ought he not to do it ? The unkneeling, rest- 
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fill attitude of this congregation, betokens restfulness of 
m/nd, and of course is calculated to commend to outer 
court worshippers the pleasantness of proxy worship. 
And may not this be one reason why so many outsiders 
come in, and unite in church fellowship with this body 
of professed Christians ? Surely, there is nothing repul- 
sive to the most irreligious heart in proxy worship. 
For why should these proxy worshippers even exclaim, 
with some ancient sinners, concerning the service of the 
Lord, ** Behold, what a weariness it is " ? We live in 
the age of progress, and it is not singular that some 
modern Christians have found an easier way to get to 
heaven than those of ancient times. Did you ever hear 
of the Celestial Railroad ? Well, these Christians are 
going to heaven, not in the trudging way of good old 
Christian, of Pilgrim's Progress, but by the new, easy 
way — the Celestial Railroad. It is true that this new, 
and more easy road is not described in our scriptural 
chart, as was Bunyan's. But why make much ado 
about this ? Many people cannot find much time to read 
the Scriptures, and proxy worship is so much easier and 
more modem than scriptural worship. 

SINGING BY PEOXY. 

But stop I The minister rises, and, in solemn cadencej 
repeats, *^ Let us praise God by singing the sixty-sixth 
Psahn." ** Let «w praise God " ! Who does he mean ? 
Not this whole congregation of course. Why should 
he? f<H: this portion of the worship of God has also been 
paid for. And, though set forth in the catalogue of 
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scriptural duties as about equal in prominence with 
prayer, yet, as with prayer, it is performed by proxy. 
Do you see that thoughtless-looking, gaily attired little 
group, sitting up yonder ? Well, that is the orchestra, 
and this is the place which this congregation of proxy 
worshippers have set apart for the singing to be perpetra- 
ted. This little singing group, who have been hired 
to perform the singing part of worship are mostly, if not 
all, non-professors. The words which the minister has 
given out, you observe, are deeply solemn, and those 
utterances demand a devotional heart. You wonder at 
the inappropriateness of manner, and at the inappropri- 
ate outlandish air which has been selected. But this 
should not be cause of surprise. Could you expect this 
thoughtless young company, uninitiated as they are, in 
the proprieties of grace, to select an air suited to these 
deeply devotional words? Why expect it? If their 
hearts have never been subjected to devotional trainings, 
how can devotional perceptions emanate ? And then there 
are also t)ther reasons well known to the choir frater- 
nity, and I hope I shall be pardoned for revealing the 
secret, but it is so explanatory that I must tell you. 
Old-fashioned stragglers as ourselves sometimes chance 
to get into this congregation. Not being acquainted 
with the modern mode of proxy-singing worship, they 
make an effort to obey the dictates of their pious hearts, 
and, with David and Paul, attempt to " Sing with the 
spirit and with the understanding also.** These attempts 
being vastly unpopular with the choir, they have con- 
cluded, in self-defence, to keep ever practising on new 
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and unheard-of tunes. You observe their lame^ hesita- 
ting manner in singing. This is to be accounted for 
from the rapidity with which they are obliged to leap 
fix)m one new tune to another ; otherwise those not initi- 
ated in the secret of proxy-singing worship might get 
the start of them by chancing to catch some of these 
flying airs. 

It is, therefore, a needful secret, in the plan of proxy- 
singing worship, that these who are employed to sustain 
it, should be ever leaping on from one new tune to 
another. Otherwise, how could it be sustained ? The 
limping manner, therefore, in which this portion of 
proxy-worship is conducted, flows out as a necessary 
consequence of the system. 

These proxy-singing worshippers are not, perhaps, to 
be particularly blamed for those stammering, hesitating 
performances. They, surely, are to be pitied. The 
fjEWJt in the case is, that they really have not had time to 
learn the tunes, and how can they do otherwise than 
hesitate, when they scarcely know whether they are 
going right or wrong ? But do not let us blame the 
system, or the perpetrators. A system whose adapta- 
tion fully meets the end proposed is pronounced admi- 
rable. And see how admirably this succeeds ! Listen ! 
Scarcely do you hear an interfering voice. Then do not 
blame the perpetrators. They have succeeded to a 
charm in doing what they have been hired to do. Sel- 
dom, if ever, is the choir, or the congregation, annoyed 
now with having others sing than those duly recognized 
as proxy-singing worshippers. And so pleasa^ and 

25 
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quieting to the body and conscience has this proxy mode 
of praising God by singing been founds that it is rapidly 
obtaining in all churches of every name. 

Surely, it is much easier to pay one's money than to 
weary one's voice by maintaining those ancient modes 
practised by the Old and New Testament saints, and 
other teachers of religion of olden time. How much 
more thought and exertion seems implied in the mode 
of worship in David's time ! Witness his exhortation 
to all the people to praise the Lord and sing unto him 
with a loud voice. Mark his many persuasions to this ; 
Psalm xxxiii. 3 ; Ixvii. 4 ; Ixxxi. 1 ; cv. 2, And then 
Christ and his disciples together sung a hymn, and 
Paul, exhorting to unity in congregrational worship, tells 
just what he, as one of a worshipping assembly, will do ; 
" I will sing with the Spirit, and with the understanding 
also." 

Ah, Paul, how wilful would you be, were you to 
carry out really such a resolve in this age of progress ! 
And, then, there was good old Luther too ! O, had he 
lived in these days, what an innovator would he have 
been ! Only listen to him in his good Old Himdred. 

" Praise God, from whom all blessings flow ; 
Praise him , all creatures here below ; 
Praise him abore, ye hearenly host, 
Praise Father, Son and Holy Ghost." 

Ah, and here is yet another man, of ancient time, 
who, I imagine, were he now with us, would have been 
so far behind the times as not to regard the practice of 
proxy-singing worship even a privilege that it were as 
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largely paid for as the best paid choir of proxy singers 
in the land. Here is a book of doctrine and discipline, 
which was sent forth from under his supervision. Lis- 
t^i while I read a few lines on this subject from this 
curiosity of a book. We will read from a section un- 
der the head : 

*^ Of the Spirit and Truth of Singing. 

*^ Question. How shall we guard against formality in 
singing? 

^^ Answer. 1st. By choosing such hymns as are proper 
for the congregation. 

*^ 2d. By suiting the tunes to the words. 

** 3d. By often stopping short, and asking the people, 
*Now, do you know what you said last? Did you 
speak no more than you felt ? ' 

"4th. Do not suffer the people to sing too slow, 
'iiiis naturally tends to formality, and is brought in by 
those who have either, very strong, or very weak voices. 

" 5th. In every large society, let them learn to sing 
and let them learn our tunes first. 

" 6th. Introduce no new tune till they are perfect in 
the old. 

" 7th. Exhort every person in the congregation to 
sing ; not one in ten only. 

" 8th. . , . Public singing is a part of divine worship, 
in which all the congregation ought to join." 
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CONVICnON OF THE UNLBAMED AND UNBELIEVING CONTEMPLATED 



Is there not some scriptural attitude becoming the 
humble s^mitual worshipper, a mode by which Bible 
Christians may attain to some uniformity in worship ? 
The unbelieving world is looking upon us. Little do 
mere worldlings know about the hair-splitting theology, 
which divides the various evangelical denominations. 
But there is one thing they do know, and that is, that 
we all profess to regard the sacred Scriptures as the foun- 
dation of our religion, a sufficient rule for faith and 
practice. No worship is acceptable but spiritual w<> • 
ship. But "The hour cometh ondnow is, when the 
true worshippers shall worship the Father in spirit and 
in truth ; for the Father seeketh such to worship him. 
God is a Spirit, and they that worship him mtist worship 
him in spirit and in truth." How greatly important, then, 
in view of this solemn declaration, directly from the lips of 
the Savior, that we should seek to know the mind of the 
Spirit ! If we fail to do this, how can we be spiritual 
worshippers ? And without a careful study of the ivril' 
ten wordj how can we know the mind of the Spirit ? 
Here we have the mind of the Spirit ; for " Holy men 
of God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Ghost ; " 
and Peter says, " Now the Spirit speaketh expressly on 
this wise." Human opinions are changeable and con- 
flicting. But here we come to the lively oracles, and. 
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througli these, listen- to the living voice, oTthe ever- 
living, unchangeable Jehovah. The sane spirit that 
spoke through holy men of old, here as truly speaks to 
us as though its living utterances were issuing forth from 
him that sitteth upon the throne. Yes, **holy men 
of God spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost." 
Actuated, then, as they were, by the Spirit, we shall, 
in following the teachings of their example, be guided 
in judgment on this point, and be wise, understanding 
what the will of the Lord is. 

Not for ourselves alone is it needful that we maintain 
spiritual — scriptural worship. Unbelievers, and the 
unlearned in spiritual things, are ever mingling with us. 
If we imagine that we may worship God in our own 
hearts and lightly regard these outward observances, we 
are not Christians of the same stamp with Paul. The 
acts of the genuinely spiritual Christian are as truly 
inspired as were the " Acts " — actions of the apostles. 
It was the spirit of Christ dwelling in the apostles as 
their "wisdom and righteousness," which produced 
their (icts; an! it is the design of grace that every 
believer should be " a habitation of God through the 
Spirit," and should experimentally apprehend an in- 
dwelling Christ, "who of God is made unto us, wis- 
dom, righteousness, sanctification and redemption." " If 
any man have not the spirit of Christ, he is none of 
his." If a Christian be actuated by the Spirit, he wi]l 
be careful that not only his thoughts and feelings be 
under the dominion of the Spirit, but that action, as an 
exponent of thought and feeling, indicate the interna/ 

25* 
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workings %{ the Spirit to the outward wprld. ^* Know 
ye not that y« 'ur body is the temple of the Holy Ghost, 
which is in you ? " " It is Grod that worketh in you to 
will and to do /" What a responsibility does this feet im- 
pose on all who name the name of Christ, to ^^ be toorkers 
together with God," by seeking to know the mind of the 
Spirit, and to show themselves taught of God, and actu- 
ated by the Sjmit ! This is needfid, as truly in social, 
and public worship, as in closet devotion, 

Paul seemed specially desirous, that spiritual worship 
should be maintained, in view of the conviction of the 
unlearned and unbelievers. Witness how singularly 
important he regards a due attention to the proprieties, 
of religious worship. Not only does he contemplate the 
conviction of the unlearned and unbelieving, but their 
ultimate and speedy enlistment as worshippers. Surely, 
Paul seems almost strangely sanguine on this subject. 
Indeed, you will not think I give it undue prominence, 
if you will only with me study his views, contemplat- 
ing as they do, the conviction and conversion of the 
unbelieving. He says, " And thus are cne secrets of his 
heart, that is, the heart of the unbeliever, made manifest, 
and, so falling down on his face, he will worship God, 
and report that God is in you of a truth." How impor- 
tant, then, it is, to observe scriptural proprieties in wor- 
ship, if such achievements of grace may be expected to 
follow ! 

How did Old and New Testament saints appear be- 
fore Grod ? Was there any uniformity of mode observed 
in. their approaches to him ? Here is Abraham, botved 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



ECONOMY OF SALVATION. 295 

KnteUdg ironhippen. WhopatDuiielcmhiBkiMM? 

in lowly prostration Sefore the Lord, pleading for the 
doomed Sodomites. Here is Abraham's servant, who 
worshipped tJie Lord botdng himself to the earth. Here 
is Moses, Mling down before the Lord, pleading forty 
days and nights for his sinning brethren. Here is Da- 
vid, on his knees, morning, noon and night, before the 
Lord, his Maker, and calling on all the people in the 
pnblic' assembly, to bow down and worship. Here is 
Solomon, at the dedication of the temple, kneeling be- 
fore the altar, with his hands spread towards heaven. 
Here is Ezra, saying, " I fell on my knees, and spread out 
my hands unto the Lord my God." Here is Job, who, 
amid his sad bereavements, " fell down and worshipped." 
And here is Isaiah, declaring the solemn purpose of 
God on this subject, " I have sworn by myself, the 
word is gone out of my mouth in righteousness, and 
shall not return, that unto me every knee shall bow." 
Here is Daniel, touched by the invisible power of 
God, and " set upon his knees." Yes, God himself put 
Daniel on his knees. And, here, again, he tells us, 
** He kneeled upon his knees three times a day." And 
this he did, though exposed to the gaze of his unbeliev- 
ing and malicious adversaries. Here are the wise men, 
falling down and worshipping the infant Jesus. And 
here are even unclean spirits, forced to pay the homage 
due to the Son of God, and, falling down before him, 
they acknowledge the reverence due to his name. Here 
is Peter, falling down on his knees to Jesus, and ac- 
knowledging, in lowly prostration, his sin in the eyes of 
infinite purity. And here is our divine Exemplar, in 
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the hour of his agony for our sins, kneeling before his 
Father. Here is Stephen, to be received among the 
upper court worshippers, as his last act on earth, kneel- 
ing down in prayer for his murderers. And here is 
Paul, also kneeling down by the sea-shore in social wor- 
ship, on an occasion of affectionate £au*ewell with his 
brethren. Kneeling in prayer, certainly, was a mode 
much favored by Paul — a mode upon which he person- 
ally practised, and to which he directs special attention. 
Here, he again, from the prophet Isaiah, cites the divine 
declaration, "As I live," saith the Lord, " every knee 
shall bow to me." And still, as though the point were 
never to be yielded, in exalting the name of Christ 
above every name, he says, " That, at his name, every 
knee shall bow, of things in heaven and things on earth." 
Yes, every knee, of things in heaven and things on 
earth ! Behold the twenty-four elders fall down before 
the throne of the Lamb, with their harps and golden 
vials which are the prayers of the saints. But are they 
the prayers of these unkneeling saints ? 

Think of impure, erring, dependent man, approach- 
ing into the presence of a being of immaculate purity, 
on whom he is dependent for forgiveness, and for the 
all that momentarily sustains him, in natural and spirit- 
ual life — think of such an one, in an unbowing attitude, 
attempting to worship the Lorji, his Maker. What a 
spectacle must an assembly of such worshippers present 
to the eye of God, and the adoring, prostrate worship- 
pers in the upper sanctuary ! Contrasting our unwor- 
thiness, our dependence, and our position, how strangely 
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incongruous and unbecoming must such an attitude 
appear ! Can angels, and the pure spirits of the just 
made perfect, love to linger over such a scene ? 

Whatever their compassions may be, they surely can- 
not feel the sympathy of love, nor a oneness of spirit 
in worship with those who would thus irreverently ap- 
proach their Sovereign. Who, but those as untaught in 
the proprieties of life as a Hottentot, would approach 
with a petition even an earthly sovereign, without as- 
suming some reverential attitude? How soon would 
s^ch an one be spurned from the presence of an earth- 
ly potentate,* as unworthy his notice 1 But here are 
.worshipping church associations, and social circles, where 
the blessed and only Potentate, the " King of kings, 
and iiord of lords," is approached with petitions, in- 
finite in importance, and requiring an infinite display of 
condescension and clemency, presented in an unhum- 
bled, irreverential attitude. 

** Tell it not in Gath, publish it not in the streets of 
Askelon ; lest the daughters of the Philistines rejoice, 
lest the daughters of the uncircumcised triumph." 

^' Angel powers the throne surround; 
Next the ss^ts in glory they ; 
Lolled with the transporting sound, 

They their silent homage pay ; 
Prostrate on their face hefore 

God and his Messiah fkll, 
There in hymns of praise adore, 

t the Lamh that died for att.** 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



298 ILLUSTRATIONS OF THE 



Ooaplets from the Qonery. SalTation and simplicity. A rue i^lit. 



^rriptural ^iiijgittjg* 



'' Lord, how delightftil 't ia to see 
A whole assemblj worship thee ! 
At oooe they sing, atonoe they pray, 
They hear of hearen, and learn the way." 

You smile at my simple couplets. I learned them 
when I was a child. These, with a great many good 
things which I shall never forget, were acquired amid 
the teachings of the nursery. Yes, these lines are 
among those sweet, truthful things which the God of all 
grace loves to write in early life on the heart of child- 
hood. And I am so wilful as to resolve that, with me, 
they shall never be unlearned. I profess to have been 
converted. And ought not converted people always to 
retain their simplicity ? However wise people may be 
in their own conceits before conversion, it is necessarily 
concomitant with conversion to become simple as little 
children. And if it is so necessary to become as little 
children, it surely must be quite as needful that wr 
remain so, in order to remain in a state of fitness to 
enter the kingdom of heaven. Will you accept my 
apology as an explanation, or a warrant, for all future 
or past innovations of this sort ? 

Our simple lines give a truthful idea of scriptural 
worship. Who, that has witnessed the rare sight of 
a whole assembly worshipping God in singing, but has 
been reminded of the upper sanctuary choristers, and has 
felt yet stronger and more hallowing inspirations drawing 
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him heavenward ? For few and &r between, have been 
these occasions. But, with such, we have sometimes 
been favored; and as, in grateful reminiscence, our 
hearts have recurred to them, we have exclaimed, 

'* I hare been there, and still would go, 
>T is like alittte hearen below." 

It was such singing that David loved. How mani- 
fest, and oft-repeated, are his preferences! "Sing 
aloud unto God, our strength ; make a joyful noise 
unto the God of Jacob ! Sing unto the Lord, ail the 
earth. Sing unto the Lord ; bless his name ! " " Praise 
him, all ye people." " Make a joyful noise unto the 
Lord, all the earth ; make a loud noise, and rejoice, 
and sing praise." " Let every thing that hath breath 
praise the Lord." Yes, David loved a concert of 
voices in singing. He was not afraid of the harmony 
being broken, though a united assembly of " young men 
and maidens, old men and children," might all, with 
uplifted voice, unite in acclamations. 

Nothing is more certain than that David loved con- 
gregational singing. And what can bring earth and 
heaven- into such close proximity, and so nearly resemble 
angel worship, as a congregated multitude, with uplifted 
heart and voice, praising him that sits upon the throne ? 
No wonder that convoys of newly-arrived angel spirits 
alight, and unite in such a hymn as it goes up to God. 
But, do angels sing ? Yes, and it is amid just such 
assemblies as these that they love to linger. Surely, it 
was a truthful sentiment, and not a mere fancy of the poet. 
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when^ in contemplation of such an assembly as this, he 
sang— 

" Angels now are horering round us, 
UnpeioeiTed, they mix the tlirong ; 
Wondering at the lore that crowns as, 
Glad to join the holy song, 
Allelaiaf Ioto and praiae to Christ belong." 

A TROPHY OF CONGREGATIONAL SINGING. 

But for congregational singing, my honored father 
might have b^en a sceptic. Do you ask how singing 
and the conviction of the sceptic stand connected ? 1 
will tell you just how. The God of Nature had 
given to my dear father, as he has given to many 
others, a soul ever ready to vibrate to the harmony of 
sweet sounds. In early life, he had been made acquain- 
ted with the doctrines of the cross ; and had partially 
proved the saving power of grace. But, when he grew 
up to manhood, and was removed from under the 
restraints of parental teachings, he fell among infidel 
companions. The works of Paine, Voltaire, and other 
infidel writers, were urged upon him. As he read on, 
his mind became yet more and more vitiated, until, at 
last, he was on an awful poise between truth and error. 
But the angel of the covenant did not wholly forsake 
him. He concluded to give Christianity one more trial 
of two weeks, resolved if, at the expiration of that 
period, he did not prove it true, he would, without 
further trial, abandon it forever. 

On the succeeding Sabbath morning, he went out in 
search of a place of worship. In regard to denomina- 
tions^ he seeips not to have made his election. But, on 
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passing a church, he heard, not the high-toned organ, 
but the high-toned melody of human voices, attuned to 
lofty praise. The God of Nature is also the God of 
all grace. The God who had inspired in the heart of 
these spiritual worshippers these blissful strains, had 
inspired in his heart a great love of the harmony of 
sweet sounds, and now a chord was touched, which 
vibrated in connection with gracious influences. He 
thought surely, there cannot be a better place than this 
to test the truth of Christianity. How wonderful are 
the condescensions of redeeming mercy ! Just at the 
expiration of his appointed time for the test, he was en- 
abled, from his own heart realizations, to prove Chris- 
tianity overwhelmingly true. As a redeemed spirit, he 
learned the song which none but the redeemed from 
earth can learn. It was the new song which is now be- 
ing sung by the redeemed company in heaven, and which 
never can be sung in heaven, but by those who first 
learn it on earth. During a lengthened and useful pil- 
gi;image on earth, his heart was ever attuned to its bliss- 
ful strains, and now, with the forty and four thousand 
before the throne, he is singing it in heaven ; a trophy 
won to Christ through the heaven-inspired charm of 
scriptural singing. But when was there ever a sceptic 
convicted, or a soul converted, by the mere tones of the 
f^rgan, or the unscriptural practice of mere choir singing ? 

" Join we then with one accord, 

In the new and joyful song ; 

Absent firom our loving Lord, 

We shall not continue long. 

26 
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HOW FEANCES EXPERIENCED RELIGION. 



"Frances has been, for some time, seeking the 
Lord ; and why she does not find salvation, I do not 
know." 

So said an affectionate, pious aunt, as she introduced 
me to her interesting niece. 

" Frances, do you believe that Jesus bore all your 
sins in his own body on the tree ? " I asked. 

The dear girl pensively replied, " I do." 

'* Then why may you not see all your sins on Jesus 
laid ? If Christ has really borne all your sins in his 
own body, then it is not his will that you should bear 
them any longer. ^Behold the Lamb of God that 
taketh away the sin of the world ! ' Now look to him, 
and, since Christ has paid your debt, why not reckon 
yourself free ? " 

And thus we reasoned ; but still Frances was sad 
And still I pressed the question, 

"Do you, indeed, believe that Jesus paid your 
debt?" 

The mind of Frances assented to the truth ; but still 
in heart she did not believe. 

" Suppose, Frances, you had contracted a large debt 
in this village, and you were greatly distressed on ac- 
count of it, having nothing wherewith to pay. You 
have a dear friend living at a " distance, in whom you 
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have great confidence, who loves you dearly. This 
friend, hearing of your distress, sends you a letter, say- 
ing, * Distress yourself no longer, Frances, I have paid 
that debt.' You know what has been his love towards 
you, and he has never given you reason to distrust his 
word, and you know, also, that he is abundantly ablei ; 
what would you do under such circumstances ? " 
" I would reckon myself free from that debt." 
"Well, would you not feel it your duty to thank 
your friend for having paid the debt ? or would you 
wait till you felt some impelling influence constraining 
you to do it ? " 

Here a smil^ lightened Frances' face, and she said, 
" I would surely thank him, because I ought to do it." 
** You say Jesus has paid your debt — ^bome all your 
sins in his own body on the tree ; and have you thanked 
him for having done this for you ? " 

Frances seemed ashamed at the thought that she had 
been so ungrateful ; ai\d, though she did not seem to 
think of getting into the enjoyment of religion just 
then, yet she saw that she had treated her loving Savior, 
who had died for her, as she would not have treated an 
earthly friend, and, though she felt no impelling influ- 
ence constraining her to praise her Savior, she began 
to say, 

** I thank thee, O, my Savior, that thou hast borne all 
my sins in thy own body on the tree. Thou hast paid my 
debt. I do thank thee ; I will praise thee. Glory be 
to Jesus, my Savior!" And thus she continued in 
most joyful strains, rejoicing in Jesus her Savior. 
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The next morning she entered the room with a 
heavenly radiance beaming in her face. She told us she 
had been so happy all night, that she had slept but lit- 
tle ; her heart had been so overjoyed and absorbed in 
praise and love to Jesus, who had paid her debt. 

" BelieTe that Jesiu died for thee ; 
And, ■ore as he liath died, 
Thy debt is paid, thy soul is firee. 
And thou art justified." 



''J dotti mtm k ht mn&t 



If it were known that the greatest feast ever given 
was announced, under the auspices of the President of 
the United States, to come off ^t a very early date, at 
the capitol at Washington, and a special invitation were 
given to you to be present, how would the reception of 
this invitation affect you ? Would not the thought of it 
incite pleasurable emotions, and would you not, as you 
read it over and over again, feel yourself signally hon- 
ored in having thus received a special invitation to par- 
take of the hospitalities of the chief magistrate of your 
country? You would not be ashamed to let your 
friends know that you had received such an invitation, 
would you? But, shall I say it? I hesitate — yet it 
is an astounding fact, sinners think less of the King eter- 
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nal, invisible, the blessed and only Potentate of heaven 
and earth, than they do of the President of the United 
States. My heart feels sad at the recollection ; but it is 
a fearful feict, which I have seen -demonstrated within 
the past two hours. I went to the King of kings, and 
implored his gracious majesty for his Son's sake, and in 
view of the ample provisions of the gospel, to permit 
me to extend an invitation to a rebellious, perishing sin- 
ner. I received permission, and was it not, indeed, 
wonderful condescension ? Gladly did I go directly from 
the throne of grace, and I carried the invitation directly 
from the God of heaven to that sinner. And how do 
you think she received it ? "I don't mean to be made 
unhappy to-day," she exclaimed. 

The God of heaven has made a feast. The provision 
has been purchased at an infinite expenditure. He 
sends an invitation to every sinner, and appoints the 
time when he shall come. The invitation is already 
gone forth, " Come, for all things are now ready." Let 
me affectionately ask you, how do you feel on the recep- 
tion of the invitation ? Do you feel that it is infinite 
' condescension that the master of the feast should invite 
you ? Does joy spring up in your heart, that you have, 
been thus signally honored? As you read over the 
invitation with earnest inspection, and observe that it 
says, " Come now," does your heart quickly respond, 
" I come ! O, Lord, I come ! Gladly do I renounce my 
sins, and the honors of the world, and immediately will 
I forsake all, and follow thee "? So did the early dis- 
ciples. And when, in answer to the invitation, they 
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came^ how long did it take to receive them ? But sup- 
poso, in answer to the invitation, they had said, " Lord, 
\ perceive the invitation reads, ^Come now!* yet I 
<»nnot come now ! i have certain worldly pleasures in 
contemplation at present, which I prefer rather than the 
enjoyment of thy favor. I will keep the invitation on 
hand, and, when I get wearied with earthly enjoyments, 
and feel like accepting the invitation, I will come, trust- 
ing in thy clemency to pardon my long-continued and 
insidting rejection of thy favor. I well know that, in 
thus refusing the invitation, I provoke thy majesty, and 
I also know that I cannot have forgiveness unless I 
repent bitterly of these provocations ; but, after I have 
provoked thee till some such time as I get ready to 
accept the invitation, I then intend to repent, and be 
truly and heartily sorry ! " Sinner, do you know that 
repentance, just as truly as is the remission of sins, is 
a gift from Grod, and that you cannot any more repent 
than you can * create a world, unless God gives you the 
gift of repentance? Do you remember the fearful case 
of one who found no place for repentance, though he 
sought it carefully with tears ? O, repent, while you 
may ; fly to Christ now, who is exalted a Prince and a 
Savior, to give repentance unto Israel and remission of 
•ins. 

" Now Ood inTites ; how blest the day ! 
How sweet the gospel's Joyflil sound! 
Come, sinner, haste, haste away, 
While yet a pardoning Ood is found.'* 
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I FEAR that my dear friend has been hindered, 
in his Christian course, by an undue attention to tech- 
nicalities in theology. The Bible is a wonderfully sim- 
ple book ; and, if you had taken the simple word of 
God as the man of your counsel, instead of taking the 
opinions of men in regard to that word, you might have 
been a more enlightened, simple, happy and useful 
Christian. Forgive my plainness of speech. I know 
you want me to do you good ; and the most hopeful 
way of attempting this will be, to express the honest 
convictions of my heart. If Carvosso had thought it 
needful to wade through as many theological works, in 
order to find out what the Bible means by the witness 
of the Spirit, as you have done, the history of his sim- 
ple, matter-of-fact sayings and doings had never blessed 
the world. It was enough for him to know that the 
God of the Bible had said, " He. that believeth hath the 
witness in himself." He was a plain, simple man, and 
had not time, nor incliaation, to put himself in the way 
of getting entangled in the fine-spun webs of theologi- 
cal discussionists. And, while these well-meaning men 
and popular divines were weaving fabrics for the nicer 
sort of people, he went to the naked word, which is able 
to make wise the simple, and, conscious that he had the 
Spirit testifying with his own spirit, and speaking forth 
from his abundant heart-experiences, the Spirit dwell- 
ing in his heart made the simple truths he uttered 
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mighty. Hundreds, through his agency, believed ; 
and, as ever, the Holy Spirit, true to its office on the 
heart, testified of the work wrought. And that humble, 
laborious servant of Christ is receiving a crown that the 
most profound theologian might not be ashamed to own. 
arely, he will have many stars. Would that you and 
I may have as bright a crown ! The day of eternity 
will reveal that it will not be the greatest adept in hair- 
splitting theology that will be accounted the wisest man, 
and have the brightest crown, but he that winneth souls. 
Get souls fairly won over to Christ, and then get them 
to look believingly to Jesus, and the Holy Spirit, 
through whose power the work has been done, will not 
fail to testify to its own operations every step of the 
way in the process of the sinner's salvation. I speak 
from experience. I was, for years, hindered in spiritual 
progress by theological hair-splittings and technicalities, 
and it was not until I resolved to let all these things 
alone, and take the simple, naked word of God, and 
conform my life wholly to its precepts, though I might 
have an experience unlike every one in the world beside, 
that the steady light of truth beamed upon my heart. 
I had, before this, thought the subject of faith exceed- 
ingly intricate. But, now, all difficulties vanished. 
O, how I wondered at my former stupidity ! 

I had read doctrinal treatises on faith; every thing 
within my reach, my heart had grasped after ; but, now, 
to my surprise, I found that I had, all the time, been 
overlooking its simplicity. Faith, I saw, was simply 
taking God at his word ; not some mystical sound that 
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was to burst upon my spirit's ear, confounding my 
senses ; but the plain, written word of God, applied to 
my heart through the same power, and by the same 
inspirations, by which it was written : that is, holy men 
of God spake as they were moved by the Holy GhmU 
Consequently, the voice of th^ Scriptures is the voice 
of the Holy Ghost. In hearing God speak through this 
medium, through which holy men spake as moved by 
the Holy Ghost, I hear God speak as verily as though I 
heard him speak from the heavens in a voice louder 
than ten thousand thunders. In intellect, I had always 
believed, in common with the Christian world, that the 
Bible was, (what I had always termed it,) the Word of 
God. Now, I saw I had only in heart to carry out my 
principles. Faith, now, to me looked like the easiest 
thing in the world. Believe, and be saved ! To doubt, 
• when God had spoken, looked strangely presumptuous. 
I saw how greatly I had dishonored God by doubting 
his word ; that I had been sinning after the similitude 
of the ancient Jews in requiring signs and wonders — 
something beside the word of God ; and I resolved that 
never again should my Savior say to his erring child, 
" Except ye see signs and wonders, ye will not believe." 
My purpose was fixed, that I would sooner die than 
doubt. I did believe with my Jieart ; and, while with 
my mouth giving God the glory of my salvation, salva- 
tion flowed, in such copious measures, into my soul, that 
I seemed lost and swallowed up in the ocean of infinite 
love. Christ was All in All. Entire and conscious 
identification of interest with the Redeemer's kingdom 
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became a reality. I had no separate motives or desires, 
to gratify, but every particle of my being seemed laid 
under contribution to glorify God and joyfully acknowl- 
edged the sanctifiying seal, while the Spirit attested 
with my spirit most assuringly that the triune Grod had 
come to his human temple— had taken full possession 
of my heart, and now reigned unrivalled. 

And how could such a work as this have been 
wrought, but through the direct agency of the Holy 
Spirit ? Did you or I ever have the least consciousness 
of salvation through Christ, either in a higher or lower 
degree, other than as this consciousness has been 
inwrought by the power of the Holy Spirit ? It is not 
the work of the Spirit to take off the attentions of the 
soul from the Savior, and the facts of salvation to curi- 
ous and absorbing questionings about the manner of his 
own working. No ; this is not the work of the Holy 
Spirit. Noiseless, and hallowing, yet penetrating and 
powerful as the viewless wind, he comes to the heart of 
man as sent in answer to the pleadings of a risen Savior. 
** He shall not speak of himself, *' says the glorified 
Redeemer, but whatsoever he shall hear that shall he 
speak. ** He shall glorify me ; for he shall receive oi 
mine, and show it unto you." The Spirit sanctifies by 
leading us into all truth. The Holy Spirit is our sym* 
pathizing and Almighty Helper. He **helpeth our 
infirmities," and reveals our Savior. While we attend 
to these holy revealings, and believingly venture on 
the Savior for salvation, we honor the Spirit, and \lw 
Spirit itself testifies with our spirit of the faithfulness of 
our Bedeem,er. 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



BCONOMY OF SALVATION. 811 

^ThMl wwOd fill you with aiBMnBient. Toa may kaow wh«a ths Spirit if ai work. 

" And both the witnesses are jdned, 
The Spirit of Gkxi with ours." 

O, my dear brother, if you only had clear and truth- 
ful apprehensions of what have in fact been the.work- 
mgs of the Holy Spirit on your heart, jfrom your early 
existence to the present hour, you would be filled with 
am&ement. When you breathed that first infant prayer 
to Heaven, it was the Spirit that inspired it, and helped 
your infant infirmities, as you would fiiin have lisped it 
in the ear of God 1 To every minute act of your life, from 
life's early hour to this, the Spirit has been witness. In 
all your various provocations, the Spirit has been grieved. 
But O, the love of the Spirit ! Though so often grieved, 
he has not taken his departure, but is still with you. 
Though he may not testify of himself, yet your heart 
may be .assured of his inworkings, by those views you 
have of the Savior, as every way adapted to your neces 
sities. You could not get a glimpse of the Savior, no 
not for one .moment, only as the Spirit reveals him. 
When the Savior says, "Look unto me and be ye 
saved," it is the Spirit that silently and earnestly urges 
you to rely on the word of your Savior, assuring you 
that he cannot be unfaithful. And when you do thus 
fully rely on his word, it is the Spirit that waits to 
assure you that the Savior does receive you. 

" To apply the witness with the blood, 
And sign and seal the sons of God.'' 

O, my dear brother, I wish I could tell you what a 
divine experimental realization I continually have of 
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Jesus' saving, cleansing power. I should love to tell 
you how the Spirit takes of the things of Grod, and 
reveals them unto me. I should love to tell you just 
how consciously and abidingly I realize that <^ He that 
believeth hath the witness in himself." I should love 
to tell you how my heart appi-ehends the Scriptures as 
the lively oracles, and not a dead letter, but spirit and 
life. O, I would love to be a living epistle, and speak, 
to a congregated world, of the excellency of God's 
word! I would love to tell that the Scriptures are 
living truth, and the voice of the Spirit ; and that '^ He 
that believeth hath the witness in himself." 



Said a deeply devoted congregational minister, in our 
social meeting yesterday afternoon, " I have long had 
the stake placed here ; I will never leave off praying ! 
However much I may be tempted, or perplexed by 
diversified trials, never will I leave off praying. Here 
I have placed the stake. Satan shall not drivu me £rom 
my knees I " This, surely, is well ; but my own mind 
was deeply impressed with the importance of suggesting 
that die stake be placed £Euther up the hill of spiritual 
progress. 
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At a subsequent part of the meetmg, I rose, and asked 
if every one in those crowded rooms, however diversified 
in experience, would not, then and there, make an 
effort through gi-ace to place the stake a little farther on, 
and at this distinct point. * A perfect and entire yield- 
ing up of all to Christ, an entire trust in Christ, and 
a continuous reliance on Christ, for all needed grace 
under every diversity of circumstance or experience.' 
Never will the best, or most experienced Christian on 
earth get to a point in his earthly career where he will 
not every moment need salvation ; and there is not a 
point, however peculiar in circumstance or experience, 
where he may not have salvation, if he will only place 
the stake at this point — * A present, continuous trust in 
Christ.' ' 

If we never did save ourselves for one moment, and 
never can save ourselves, and Christ alone can do the 
work, why can he not now do the work just as well as 
at any future moment ? Why can he not, at this and 
every moment all along through life, save with a pres- 
ent and full salvation, if we will only trust in him ? 
And is not this the duty of the present moment, the 
present performance of which is not left optional with 
ourselves ? And does not God require that we should 
just now put the stake here, resolved through grace that 
it shall never be removed ? 

Cannot Christ save as effectually in five minutes as in 
five hours, or five years ? Did he not say, " All things 
are possible to him that believeth" ? Did it make any 
difference whether Lazarus had been dead four days, or 
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fear years, in view of the fact that it was the Almighty 
Savior that was to raise hiia up ? But how evidently it 
was the design of Jesus to call forth, to the honor oi 
his own name, an acknowledgment of Martha's £iith 
and trust ! * Thy brother shall rise again ! * * Whosoever 
liveth and believeth on me shall never die I Believest 
thou this ? ' * Yea, Lord, I believe,* says Martha. And 
who will dare to doubt that, in the moment when he shall 
trust in Christ, for a resurrection from a life of sin to a 
life of holiness, the Almighty Savior will be his Savior, 
and that he will continue to save him so long as there 
is a reliance on him for it ? 

'BatisitpoMlblAthatI 

Should liTe andain no more? 
Lord, if on thee I d&re rely, % 

Tb» fUth ihiUl bring the power.' 

If the mark of our high calling of Grod in Christ 
Jesus is holiness, then we cannot place the stake at any 
lower point. We must come up to this mark, and con- 
tinue in this way, or we are living below the zero point 
on heaven's thermometer. 



affe Jttt0jg and th §otM'3^ok 



Who put his hand into that good man's pocket, and 
purloined his pocket-book, as a little company of Im- 
manuel's army were starting on their way to win spoils 
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for Christ ? It was the incog. Do you ask how he did 
it, in order that you may be secured from depredations 
of this sort ? Of this, I cannot well inform you ; but I 
may tell you something of the way to make gain out of 
our incog's depredations. Here are some friends of 
yours who met with just such a disaster ; but such a 
loser in the affair was the incog, that he has never at- 
tempted to perpetrate any thing of the sort upon them 
since. 

The little company had just stepped on board of 
a crowded steamer. One, accompanied by his wife, 
had just left the captain's office after having paid his 
fare, when lo ! the needful pocket-book was missing ! 
No alternative, but that of returning, seemed left. 

** Now," said the incog, assuming the guise of the con- 
sistent reasoner, " you say, * All things work together 
for good.' What possible sort of good is going to come 
of this ? If that fifty dollars had accidentally fallen 
from the pocket of its possessor, it might have dropped 
into the hands of some poor, necessitous person, where 
you might have had the satis&ction of feeling that it 
had done some good. But the money, having fallen into 
the hands of desperadoes, will only be consumed m riot 
and wrong. And is not this also enough to assure 
you that it is not in the order of God, that you should 
go on this mission ? " 

Just at this moment others of the party arrived, when 
the missing pocket-book, and the consequent deficit of 
needful funds for the tour, were the theme of converse. 
Said one, who had some knowledge of tactics in the art 
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of heayenly warfare, fearful that Satan might manage to 
bring about his contemplated victory, "This is the 
way Satan manages, if he thinks the Lord is going to 
work ; then he gets up something to withstand the 
order of God." From that moment it was resolved 
that the incc^ should have more than a defeat, and even 
that coital should be made out of his depredations. It 
was soon found that money might be borrowed, and the 
journey prosecuted. 

Said one of the party, from whom the pocket-book 
had been stolen, **One soul outweighs the universe ! 
What are fifty dollars compared with the salvation of one 
soul ? If one soul were unsaved at the farthest verge 
of the universe, and it would take every man, woman 
and child in America to go to the rescue of that soul, it 
would be an expedition well worthy the enterprise, in 
view of the estimate that the Savior has placed upon the 
souL And now, by the aid of the Holy Spirit, and 
through the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, Satan shall 
be the loser by this stratagem." 

Trusting for wisdom in him, who "teacheth our 
hands to war, and our fingers to fight,** she from that 
moment began to devise new and more enlarged plans 
by which to win souls to Christ. She had accustomed 
herself to the practice of being **in season and out of 
season," but now she devised expedients by which she 
might become more peculiarly so. 

Many an opportunity did she make, during that tour, 
which the uninitiated in the art of soul-saving might 
not have thought of. Noiseless, yet sometimes well-nigh 
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viewless as the still wind, would she get aside from 
observation, and penetrate into little unlooked-for nooks, 
and, unseen by the multitude, labor with some poor 
boatman, or straggling stranger ; and often did she wit- 
ness the falling tear and the newly-formed resolve. We 
do not doubt but more than one soul was induced to 
turn to the Lord, through these unobserved out-of-the- 
"way efforts. 

But there was one occasion of marked interest during 
the tour, which made the defect, to the eye of God, 
angels and men, openly certain. It was towards even- 
ing of an eventful day. Through well-nigh an excess of 
labor amid the multitude, and in private, nature had be- 
come exceedingly weary. A portion of God's sacramen- 
tal hosts, having encamped in a grove sacred to di\dne 
service, were about closing up the afternoon meeting. 
It was one of those peculiar pauses, when, in act, and in 
look, each one seems to say, that the battle for the time 
is finished. For nature cannot endure ceaseless warfiure, 
neither is she called to it. It was at such a pause, that 
the thought of the abstracted pocket-book recurred with 
force to her mind, and she began to desire now to be 
avenged of her adversary. Immediately it was sug- 
gested, " Now make a definite effort to win a soid to 
Christ. Present, definitely and concisely, to this m\ilti- 
tude the conditions of discipleship ; just the terms upon 
which Christ promises now to receive the sinner. 

The exercises of the meeting would have clo^d, but 
she prolonged them by rising, and said, " Christ is now 
calling disciples. He is calling some one on this ground 

» 27* 
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now. I will tell you the conditions of discipleship^ and 
then ask you, in the name of the Lord, whether you 
will comply with the terms. She then, pointing to the 
cross, gave a concise exposition of the way to come to 
Jesus ; said that neither tears, nor the length of time 
spent in seeking, would merit acceptance ; but that 
Christ could accept and save in half an hour just as 
well as in half a century, if there was only a full and 
unconditional compliance with the terms. She then 
asked, in a most emphatic manner, " Who, in the name 
of the Lord, will come now and comply with the condi- 
tions?" 

She had scarcely finished speaking, when some zeal- 
ous fiiends came, leading forward a fine, able-bodied 
yoimg man, whose spirit seemed deeply bowed in peni- 
tence. They brought him to the person who had pro- 
posed the inquiry, exclaiming, as they presented him, 

** Here, Mrs. , this young man says, he will comply 

with the conditions ! " The young man was the son of 
a pious mother, and was not wholly uninstructed in the 
way of life. He looked as though he might make a 
noble champion on the walls of Zion. He ought to 
have been a disciple of the Lord Jesus Christ long 
before, but never, till this hour, did he decide to take 
upon himself the cross of Christ. But now he complied 
with the conditions, and came penitently kneeling at the 
feet of Jesus. And how long do you think it took 
Jesus to receive him ? Surely, not longer than it took 
him in ancient time to receive a disciple. Do not think 
we deal too much in rapid conversions, if we tell you 
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that^ in less than an hour^ he was rejoicing in conscious 
acceptance. 

And now was not our incog the loser ? Never after- 
wards did he love to have the missing pocket-book men- 
tioned, for the very recollection was associated with 
triumph and victory. 



I HAVE greatly desired that you should hold fewt the 
beginning of your confidence steadfast unto the end. 
Unless I mistake your position, you have come to a point 
where a profession of your faith may, in the order of 
God, be the next step. Of course, I do not wish you to 
profess any thing that your heart does not most conscien- 
tiously believe. I would rather that you most thoroughly 
examine the foundation of your faith, so that you may 
be always " ready to give an answer to every man that 
asketh you a reason of the hope that is in you with meek- 
ness and fear." If you fulfil the condition upon which 
God promises the grace of entire sanctification, then, by 
the word of the immutable Jehovah, you are furnished 
with reasons which may not be controverted, why you 
should be established in the faith that he now fulfils his 
promises to you. 
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" This is the will of Grod, even your sanctification.*' 
In obedience to the will of God, you now, through the 
power of the Spirit, set yourself apart wholly for God ; 
or, in other words, you now, through the power of the 
Spirit, sanctify yourselt By the mercies of Grod, you 
have been constrained to present yourself a living sacri- 
fice. Yes, you have been made a priest unto Grod to 
ofier up spiritual sacrifices. And upon what altar do 
you thus, by the power of God, present yourself? Not 
upon the altar of those who serve the tabernacle ; for 
that, though at first ordained to be an altar most holy, has 
long since, by the will of God, been tiiken away. 
Christ himself has taken it away. " He taketh away 
the firsts^ and what for ? " That he may establish the 
second.*^ And where is the second to be found ? Christ 
answers, "For their sakes I sanctify myself." As 
though he said, " That altar of which, in former time, 
it was said. Thou shalt cleanse the altar when thou 
hast made an atonement for it, and thou shalt anoint it 
to sanctify it ; seven days shalt thou make an atonement 
for the altar, and sanctify it, and it shall be an altar mosc 
holy ; whatsoever* toucheth the altar shall be holy," — 
this altar, which, by the will of my Father, was or- 
dained to be an altar so holy that whatsoever was laid 
upon it was sanctified, I now take away. And " for 
their sakes," that is, for the reception of the offerings 
of my people, I set myself apart ; or, in other words, 
I sanctify myself for the reception of the sacrifices of 
my people. And now we are sanctified through the 
offering of the body of Christ." Here is the altar, of 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



ECONOMY OF bALVATION. 



ChrifttiAn's altw. OfEariiu^ acceptable through Ohriat 

"w^liich they who servp the tabernacle have no right to 
eat. " He establisheth the second " — glory be to God in 
the highest ! You, my brother, have found the Chris- 
tian's ALTAR. Not only have you found the altar, but 
already you say that you have laid your sacrifice upon it. 
If whatsoever touched the Jirst altar was, by its hallow- 
ing touch, sanctified, what shall we say of the second ? 
** If the blood of bulls and goats, and the ashes of a 
heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purify- 
ing of the flesh, how much more shall the blood of 
Christ, who, through the eternal Spirit, oflfered himself 
without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead 
works to serve the living God ! " And now, my brother, 
do you say that you present your body a living (that is, 
a continual)) sacrifice, and yet, would you dare to say, 
that you do not, in heart, believe that the offering is Italy, 
acceptable ? How presumptuous to doubt a truth so evi- 
dent! The Faithful and True hath said it, and, 
surely, you are not at liberty to say whether you will 
believe it. What temerity to doubt it ! 

Do you, indeed, present the sacrifice ? Now, brother, 
let this matter be forever decided. I entreat that the 
decision be made before you lay this book aside. In 
coming to this decision, you certainly have no new 
vows to make, in order to bind yourself to the most 
absolute, unreserved, and perpetual surrender to God. 
Already have you lifted your head to God, and you 
cannot go back. Not to recognize these vows now, and 
knowingly to present something less than an entire sac- 
rifice, would leave you in a state of condemnation. 
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How can you be jvstified before God, if you do not 
respond to every known call of duty ? " To him that 
knoweth to do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin." 

Doubtless you are still enabled to say truthfully, I do 
indeed, through the aid of almighty grace, present all to 
God through Christ. That the blood of Jesus cleanseth 
from all unrighteousness, is an express declaration of 
the word of God, a truth to be believed, and, therefore, 
sinfid to doubt It is through the blood of Christ, that 
we enter into the holiest. If you present yourself 
wholly through Christ now, you are commanded to 
believe now ; for ** the blood of Jesus cleanseth from all 
sin " ; and you cannot doubt without sin — ** He that 
believeth not maketh God a liar"! What an awful 
alternative ! 

If your fidth was to depend on your variable feelings, 
instead of the vxrrd of God, the hope of being without 
variablenes would be small. But can you not make up 
your mind to believe God irrespective of your feelings ? 
In the name of the Lord, I ask whether you will not 
now resolve to live a life of faith ; for it is written, 
** The just shall Uve byfaith.^^ Say now, with the poet, 

" Through unbelief I stagger not, 
For God hatii spoke the word." 

Over and again have you lifted your hand to God in 
regard to this duty of believing. " I will now trust in 
thee as my jrresent Savior from all sin," you have said, 
while the recording angel stood and noted down the 
vow from your lips. The fruit of faith was soon 
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enjoyed. The peace of God, the precious legacy left by 
Jesus to his disciples, was given you. But you do not 
seem quite satisfied with this, and because your eager 
cravings for something more are not met, I fear you are 
in danger of sinning after the similitude of those ancient 
ones who, while they were miraculously fed with bread 
directly from heaven, dared to say, " Our soul loatheth 
this light food." Do not forget that God says, " If any 
man draw back, my soul shall have no pleasure in him." 
I trust you still believe with your heart ; if so, the duty 
of professing your faith is as plain as the Bible can make 
it. But I need not repeat that to confess with your 
mouth before you believe in your heart, is reversing the 
order of God, and palpably wrong. And now, brother, 
resolutely believe, and then " hold fast the profession of 
our feith, (not feelings,) without wavering, for he is fe.ith- 
fiil that promised.** 



% llew dpmrtli 011 IlijgW |prmrijlw* 



And how do those who have received fiill salvation 
endure? Axe they faithful witnesses for Jesus? 
definite blessings always require definite acknowledg- 
ments. " Ye are my witnesses, saith the Lord." You 
have commenced a new church, and I do not doubt but 
that holiness^ in its distinct utterances^ shall be the 
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acknowledged impulse, from which it shall rise, and 
gather strong and imperishable influences, so that it 
shall be in erer-during remembrance before God, from 
the hd that this and that man were born there. This, as 
Mr. Wesley says, is the Methodist testimony. To the 
degree this is observed, Methodism prospers ; where it 
is not obsenred, Methodism does not prosper. To my 

mind it is seemly that Mr. , and those other good 

friends, of various denominations, who have so kindly 
and largely assisted in rearing a Methodist Churchy 
should see an exemplification of this, the distii^uishing 
doctrine of Methodism, in the lives and from the lips 
of those who compose the membership of this new 
church. We of course cannot present in our lives, what 
we have not experimentally apprehended in our hearts. 
Yet what we believe in our hearts, must be confessed 
with our lipsy for, " With the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation." The order of God must be obeyed, or 
the salvation cannot be attained or retained. 

By a due attentiou to the doctrine and experience of 
this grace, God will be glorified. Holiness has its 
beauties. It captivates, and, by a sweet, winning, yet 
all-powerful persuasiveness, brings ove: to its ranks the 
truly good, of whatever name or denomination. It is a 
doctrine of the Bible, and not merely the doctrine of a 
sect, as some imagine. Uzziah was signally reproved 
for steadying the ark. The Lord would not have us 
unduly careful in guarding this doctrine from the obser- 
vations of other denominations. It is just what th^ 
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have a right to expect of us, and, if they do not see the 
various exemplifications of this grace in our lives^ and 
bear corresponding testimonies from our lips, they have 
a right to regard us as inconsistent with our profession 
of belief and views of privilege. But, O, the power 
of inward and outward holiness! It makes an indi- 
vidual just what God, in redeeming us, designed W€ 
should be, — so unselfish, so lovely, and so mighty 
through the Spirit. And now, as the first-fruits of 
iioliness, the Lord has given you several young con- 
verts. Do you remember just how the germ was thrown 
in ?-^ the sister that received the blessing of holiness, 
and then the speedy conversion of her husband ? WeU, 
then, we will thank God that it is not a forty years' 
journey from Egypt to Canaan. The young converts 
which the Lord has committed to the guardianship of 
your young church, may be holy, and should at once 
be directed to seek earnestly for this attainment. 



"liMiuIwojtniolintts." 



Said a young man who was a lawyer, and whose pro- 
pensities seemed eyer inclining him to go from cause to 
offset, '^ Mother, I don't believe in holiness." 

28 
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'* Don't believe in holiness ! *' exclaimed the pious 
mother ; " why, my son, what do you mean ? ** 

'* I mean just what I say, mother ; I do not believe in 
holiness." 

*' You believe the Bible," said the astonished mother, 
" and you know, my son, the Bible speaks of holiness. 
Surely, you believe the Bible ? " 

"Yes, mother, I believe the Bible, but I do not 
believe in holiness." 

" Why, my son, what do you mean ? " 

" I will tell you, mother, just what I mean. Ever 
since I can remember, you have been praying for holi- 
ness ; and if there were any such thing as holiness to 
be attained, I am sure you would have had it long 
before now ; and, therefore, I do not believe that there 
is any such thing as holiness." 

We will not attempt to describe the amazement of 
that mother. From the earliest infancy of her son, she 
had set him apart for the service of the sanctuary. And 
her highest hopes would have been answered if he, in 
early life, might have answered to the call of God as did 
Samuel. But she had seen his fine intellect maturing 
in strength, clear and penetrating as a sunbeam, quick 
to detect error, and strong to attract, and concentrate 
others under its influence, yet not inclining him to dis- 
cern the right way of the Lord, nor to lead others into 
it. And now to hear him express his scepticism in 
relation to one of the cardinal doctrines of the Bible, 
and to know that her own failure in coming up to the 
Christian standard had been made the occasion oi these 
sceptical expressions, was too much. 
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On the ensuing class-afternoon^ she hastened to the 
class-room, and unburdened her heavy heart to her 
class-leader. Her leader was one who professed to 
enjoy the blessed consciousness that the blood of Christ 
cleanseth from all sin ; and, after this dear mother rela- 
ted the foregoing conversation, she felt deeply for her 
class-member. 

But she did not try to make less poignant the keen 
conviction of the Holy Spirit, of the necessity of pres- 
ent hoUness which, by this occurrence, had been 
wrought in her heart. Her class-leader admitted that 
the occurrence was calculated to reprove seriously, and 
admonished her to set about seeking the witness of the 
. blessing at once — ^assuring her that the blessing had 
already been purchased for her. When Christ bowed 
his head upon the cross, and said, " It is finished," then 
salvation from all sin, a redemption from all iniquity, 
was wrought out ; and how the blessing, as it had been 
purchased for her, was already hers, in case she com- 
plied with the condition upon which it was offered. 

This reproved mother found, on surveying what had 
been her position for years, that the Holy Spirit had 
induced a willingness to be holy ; she also saw that, by 
the Spirit's aid, she had been enabled to consecrate her- 
self ; but the difficulty with her had been, that, aft-er 
she had consecrated herself, she did not take the next 
step in the purifying process, and believe that God at 
that moment accepted the consecration. She saw that, 
during all these years, she might have believed ; that 
the Holy Spirit had brought her to the point wheie it 
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was not left optional with herself, whether she would 
believe, but where the command met her, " This is the 
command of God, that ye believe ;" and that her refusing 
to believe on the authority of God's word, without signs 
or wonders, had gi*eatly grieved the Holy Spirit, and 
brought upon her the merited rebuke. What she had 
been wanting was the witness first before believing. 
But now she saw that the witness came through believ- 
ing, not antecedently — " He that believcth hath the 
witness in himself." She had often united in the 
words : — 

*^ I cannot wash my heart, 
But by beUering thee ; '* 

and, had she acted on the principle involved in the 
words, she might long before have been cleansed from 
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit — sanctified through 
the belief of the truth. But now she brought it to a 
point to believe at once, irrespective of emotion ; 
resolved that she would not grieve the Spirit by per- 
mitting her views of the faithfulness of God to depend 
upon her uncertain emotions. She did believe, and, 
since that time, she has been a faithful witness of the 
power of Christ to save from all sin. 

CONV£ESION OF SINNEBfl AND SANCTIFICATION OP BELIETER8. 

Some might be disposed to dispute the point with us, 
were we to venture an opinion that this son might have 
been, perhaps, sooner conveited if this mother had 
sooner received the full baptism of the Holy Ghost 
We wiU not say so, but will remind those who would 
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question, that the early disciples received fer greater 
power after they received the full baptism of the Holy 
Ghost And it is written, " Judgment must begin at 
the house of God." We have known very marked 
cases other than the one we are just now about to pre- 
sent, where the conversion of dear ones, though long 
prayed for, was delayed till after the pleader had receiv- 
ed that power from on high which the full baptism of 
the Spirit brings. But we will tell how it was in this 
case, and then, if the patience of the reader holds out, 
we may mention other corroborative cases. 

Before this mother, and her friend, the class-leader, 
had left the class-room, they resolved to unite in pray- 
ing that the Lord would convert the son. " He is, 
indeed, too bright a sinner for Satan to have ; and so 
w^M does he understand Christian obligation, that I 
thirk he would make a bright, useful Christian, if 
only tboroughly converted," said the class-leader ,• 
and farther observed, " Let us pray that the Lord 
will copvert and make a minister of him, if it be his 
will.*' The plan was agreed upon, and the friends 
p?Ttr.i'. 

TX Wt»p but a short time afterwards that the son return- 
ed, afte." having spent the Sabbath with a brother-in-law, 
a ^hort distance in the country. That Sabbath had been, 
with tt V mother, a day of more than ordinary trial from 
the bufferings of the adversary. ^' He has gone fi'om un- 
der ministrations, which would be likely to be service- 
able to him, to mingle with society which may dissipate 
from his mind awakening influences, if he has any." 

24* 
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So said the tempter, and the day was spent amid con- 
flict ; yet faith, though assailed, did not yield. 

" Mother, what could I tell you that would give you 
the most pleasure ? " said the son on the following day, 
as he approached his mother, with his face beaming with 
smiles, 

** My son, you need not ask me ; you know that yoo 
could not give your mother greater pleasure than 
by telling her that you had given your heart to the 
Lord." 

" Well, mother, that is just what I have been doing.** 

The astonished mother could hardly believe for very 
joy, when the son thus narrated the circumstances of his 
conversion. 

On the morning of the day previous, he heard a ser- 
mon on the importance of decision. It was not the 
novelty of the truths uttered that arrested attention; 
but it was the Spirit in answer to the prayer of faith 
that gave edge to the truth. Yes, it was the sword of 
the Spirit that penetrated ; and he now saw thai tt^e 
time had come when he must either decide L-r God^ or 
lose his soul. If he decided for God, he felt tlji:t he 
must preach the gospel. And here was a straggle 
between his own will and what he believed to be a 
divine requirement. He loved the practice of law, 
and saw preferment before him. But, to hold out 
against what he believed to be the will of God, he felt 
would be to lose his soul. He counted the cost, and 
decided for God. 

The day of the Lord is near in the valley of decis- 
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ion." As he made the decision^ he took a step nearer 
to God. " Draw nigh unto God, and he will draw * 
nigh unto you/* was exemplified in his experience, as is 
ever the case with every sinner. He now saw himself 
to be a sinner — and such a sinner ! He struggled on till 
night, every moment his burden becoming yet more intol- 
erable. He retired. But so great was the load on his 
heart that sleep was not to be thought of. His brother- 
in-law, who holds the office of judge in one of our city 
courts, being probably the only one in the house who 
could sympathize, our friend rose in the middle of the 
night, and went to his room, and asked if he would rise 
and pray for him. The judge could not refuse, but, per- 
haps, would have been more at home on the bench try- 
ing a criminal. But he rose, and wept, and prayed with 
the penitent, till the Savior manifested himself to take 
away sin, and the redeemed, saved sinner could exclaim, 

" My dungeon shook, my soul was free ; 
I roflOf went forth, and followed thee." 

And thus was the happy tale told, and son and 
mother went on their way rejoicing. 

THE CONYEESION OP A HUSBAND DELAYED. 

And now let me tell of a wife who was one of my 
dearest friends. Thirteen years had she been wedded to 
one who had never given his heart's best affections to the 
Savior. Often did she pray and agonize for his conver- 
cion, and well-nigh as often had it been suggested to her 
mind, " Get the full baptism of the Holy Ghost, and 
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ike Lord will convert your husband." She did not 
mean to be disobedient to the voice of the Spirit ; yet, 
without scarcely intending to do so^ she did slight its 
influences. " And what can that have to do with the 
conversion of my husband?" was the thought with 
which she turned aside the Sjirit's urgings. 

She h;id long believed that she would be more useftd 
if she enjoyed that blessing, and had left the denomina- 
tion to which she attached herself on first commencing 
her religious career, in order to unite with a people who 
believed this blessing attainable. Yet, though she had 
so long known of her high and holy calling, and desired 
the grace, yet she never once brought her mind to the 
decision, " I tvill have the blessing, and have it now,^* 
till hearing a minister from the sacred desk say, 
" Not only from this blessed Bible do I proclaim this 
blessing as your privilege, but from my heart do -I pro- 
claim it ; for I feel that I have it all here ! " That 
moment, she resolved that she would have it, and, in 
a few hours, she was rejoicing in possession of the 
grace. It is not written, " If any man intends to do the 
will of God, he shall know of the doctrine ; " but, 
" If any mafti will do the will of God, he shall know of 
the doctrine." And how quickly, after it was her will 
to be wholly sanctified, did she receive the blessing ! 
It had long been God^s will. She had probably, hun- 
dreds of times, read, " This is the will of God, eveu 
yovr sanctification ; " and now just so soon as it was her 
will to be wholly sanctified, bow soon the work was 
accomplished ! 
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Her husband^ who had the command of a vessel, was 
absent at the time when the beloved of his heart received 
this full baptism of the Spirit ; but, on his return, 
which was within a few days, he could not but observe 
that grace had made a complete renovation. His heart 
was arrested. He accompanied her to the house of 
God. When an invitation was extended to those who 
had resolved to seek the Lord, her husband quickly 
responded, and from that hour became a follower of the 
Savior. 

So noiseless and unexpected, and yet so decisive, 
was this movement on the part of her husband, that 
my friend with amazement thought, ** What can this 
mean ? " when, suddenly as a flash, it was suggested, 
" Did not the Holy Spirit long since assure you, that, if 
you would get the full baptism, your husband would 
be converted ? " 

We will not pause to inquire why the special influ- 
ence of the Spirit was withheld from that husband on 
account of the spiritual deficiencies of that wife. As 
well might the early disciples have asked why it were 
needful that they should tarry at Jerusalem till endued 
with power from on high. And, had they been resolved 
on not waiting, inwardly questioning, " Wliy, what 
can that have to do with the conversion of the world ? " 
is it probable that the special influences of the Spirit 
would have been given, resulting in the conversion of 
three thousand in one day ? O, would the whole 
cbirch act upon this principle, what glorious results 
•mght b^ realized ! 
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I related the preceding narrative to a lovely young 
wife, whose hucband was unconrerted, " Now get this 
blessing,'' I observed, " and I. do not doubt but the 
Lord will hear your prayers for the conversion of your 
husband." She sought for and obtained the grace, and 
the next I heard from her was that the Lord had con- 
verted her husband. She was gathered from the circle 
of influence and wealth, and has become eminently a 
burning and a shining light. Her husband is also one 
of the Lord's noblemen. 

Now, do not understand me to mean that no one can 
be in any degree useful unless clear in the experience 
of entire sanctification ; but do understand me to 
say, that the sanctified believer, cleansed from all 
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, is calculated to be far 
more useful. And, if you want the Lord to use you in 
the conversion of the members of your household and 
others, get wholly sanctified. Resolve that you will not 
live another day without it. If you want to get the 
blessing in God's time, get it now ; for " Now is the 
accepted time ; behold, now is day of salvation." 

Art thou a Christian ? Dost thou say thou art? 

Hi^h is thy destination : 0, act well thy part, 

And be Christ-like^ and follow thy great Head, 

In all things hear his voice ; and, by that'Toice, be led 

Though, at his requisittons, shrinking nature tremble, 

still follow on, in all things Christ rewunble. 

Art thon a Christian? does a luring spell, 

A halo of bright glory, round thee dwell? 

Where all the Christ-like graces so oombine. 

As speak thy high relatlonsliip dirine. 

Which, as a holy charm, bids wondering gasers tremble, 

Ctontle, and good, and meek, thy Christ resemble. 



Digitized byVjOOQlC 



ECONOMY OF 8ALVATIOV. 886 

Inspintion of herolo example. Duty of showing others the wij* 



^how lb ^ooi Parfts- 



RELATION OF CHRISTUN EXPERIENCE. 



If I were required to plant my feet on a lofly emi- 
nence^ the ascent to which seemed steep and rugged, 1 
might, perhaps, with discouragement and perplexity, 
shrink away from meeting the requirement. But show me 
one who has once made the ascent — ^point me to the foet- 
marks where he firmly planted his feet in his upward 
flight, and I am more than satisfied. Courage and faith 
in a moment inspire my soul — ^perplexities vanish. 
Buoyant with hope, I rapidly make the ascent, and 
inspiringly call to those still lingering at the base, " We 
are well able to go up." " This is the way, walk ye in 
it." 

Many are lingering at the foot of Zion's hill, aye, 
multitudes are there, for 

" T^sdom shows a narrow path, 
With here and there a trayeller/' 

Are you among those who are ascending, and are the 
marks by which you ascend those which are clearly 
traced in the word of God ? Then you can, with the 
holy heroism of David, exclaim, " He hath set my feet 
upon a rock, and established my goings. And he hath 
put a new song in my mouth, even praises to our God ; 
many shall see it and fear, and shall trust in the Lord." 

And now I need not tell you of the reasonableness of 
being at much pains to show otheis, who would ascend 
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the footmarks by which you ascended. You see so 
many still faltering. Their feet have, indeed, been taken 
out of the " horrible pit " and out of " the miry clay ; ** 
but they are lingering on their way to Zion's Mount, 
ere they have scarcely begun to make the ascent. And 
your great Deliverer has caused the eyes of multitudes 
to be fixed on you, in order that you may illustrate the 
way by which you have experimentally tested the solidity 
of those footmarks by which you have thus far ascended. 
You cannot illustrate scriptural truth more instructively, 
or more inspiringly, than by your personal realizations. 
How often, or rather how continuously, did David, and 
other Old Testament saints, and also Paul, and other New 
Testament saints, give force and illustration to their 
scriptural teachings, by reciting their own experiences ! 
Again and again, both in the Old and New Testaments, 
b it repeated, " Ye are my witnesses." " We speak 
tiiat we do know, and testify that we have seen." Other 
testimony than that given from personal knowledge, is 
not valid in civil jurisprudence. And such testimony 
does our heavenly Lawgiver and Judge require of those 
whom he calls forth as his witnesses before a gainsaying 
world, 

Th» Eiog*8 highway ! how narrow is th« road ! 
How few there are who find it! yet the abode 
Of God, the Ghristtan's home, lies at its end ; 
iknd none oaa reach the goal, bat they who bend, 
With pnrpoee all onwaTeiing, steady, true, 
4b(1 step ondaonted, thoo^^h all hell porsoe. 
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" My experience is not my own. God has given it, 
and I do not feel at liberty to withhold it." So said a 
lovely and intelligent Christian lady, who had received, 
through Christ, the blessed gift of a pure heart. The 
Lord had given her abilities to shine in the social circle, 
and she had not been among the unnoticed amid scenes 
where refinement, intellect, wealth and fashion preside. 
But she had counted the cost of giving up all things 
not consistent with Christian simplicity ; and, with 
Hester Ann Rodgers, and other Christian heroines, she 
gave evident manifestations that she had renounced the 
spirit of the world by coming out from the world to be 
separate. God, as ever, when the conditions upon which 
he promises to sanctify wholly are fulfilled, set his seal 
to the work, and she now had an experimental knowl- 
edge of the blessedness of entire sanctification. It was 
of this experience that she had now been asked to speak, 
and to which request she meekly rose and said, " My 
experience is not my own.^* She then gave a recital of 
the process by which she through the Spirit had been 
wholly sanctified. We always suspect those who never 
tell their own experience on this subject, and exert a 
dissuasive influence on others in relation to this testi- 
mony, that they either never had, or have lost, the 
experience of this grace. No one ever received it but 
as a gift from God. God's gifts must be diffused or lost. 
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And no one enjoying this grace, but will testify to the 
truth of this. A light put under a bushel goes out, 
and then it neither enlightens ourselves nor others. 



9nu WiorA 0f Mr SMmmis* 



''Oiii gnat means of letiuning what God has given, is to labor to bring others Into 
this grace) and to'profera it to all mankind."— Wuunr. 

Among other testimonies not to be for- 
gotten, given in at the Tuesday meeting, was that of 
our excellent missionary now laboring at the Five Points. 
All that know him speak of him as a good man, full of 
faith and the Holy Ghost. He has been very successful 
at every point where he has labored since he entered the 
ministry. His success is doubtless attributable to the 
spirit of inward holiness that possesses his heart. It 
was not long after his powerful conversion that he felt 
an earnest longing for the witness of inward purity. 
One night, he retired to a barn, resolved to wrestle with 
the angel of the covenant, until the blessing was given. 
I think it was about the break of day before he was able 
to leave. He had prevailed, and such were the over- 
powering effects of grace that it was long before he felt 
that he could leave the place. On his return, he met a 
friend who was sceptical in relation to the subject of 

perfect love. Brother did not dare to hide the 

righteousness of God within his heart, but boldly de- 
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clared what God had done for hk soul. His £riend 
looked sceptical, but he said, " If you do not believe 
me, you may eye me closely, and you will see the fruit." 
Thus he overcame his sceptical friend, even by the 
ancient way. It was not only by the blood of the Lamb, 
but by the word of their testimony, that the andent 
worthies overcame. And now the unbelief of Brother 

's sceptical friend was overcome. He wondered, 

wept, and believed, and soon himself became an exper- 
imental witness of the same grace. 

Not long after this. Brother , with his heart filled 

to overflowing with the burning, purifying love of Jesus, 
was thrown in with a company of wicked colliers. Out 
of the abundance of his heart, be began to talk to them 
of his own realizations of the power of Christ to save to 
the uttermost. On hearing of that holiness " without 
which no man shall see the Lord," they began to feel the 
startUng force of the truth, " If the righteous scarcely 
be saved, where shall the ungodly and the sinner ap- 
pear ? " And here again, in a signal manner, the Lord 
set the seal of his approval to the testimony. Twelve 
of those rough, hardened colliers were overcome by this 
word of testimony. They sought mercy, and never 
rested till they found redemption through Christ. 

A Baptist brother from Rhode Island, who, I believe, 

is a minister, rose after Brother had given in his 

testimony, and said that he had been enabled, a few 
months since, to receive Christ as his Savior from all sin. 
Bat. for several weeks his evidence of that grace had 
iieeu flammed. The cause of this had not been dear to 
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his mind till, on hearing the testimony of Brother , 

he saw what had occasioned the obscurity. He had 
yielded to the opinion of mistaken friends who were 
opposed to the belief of salvation from sin in the present 
life. He had ceased to labor with his former definite- 
ness in helping others towards the attainment of present 
and entire sanctification^ and had refrained from speaking 
explicitly of his own enjoyment of this state. The 
result was, his evidence had become beclouded, and he 
was involved in perplexities. By the luminous testi- 
mony of Brother , he now saw his error. On re- 
solving that he would no longer hide the light enkindled 
by the Holy Spirit in his heart, but would boldly declare 
what great things the Lord had done for him, his light 
again burst forth from obscurity, and the Spirit again 
bore testimony with his spirit that the blood of Jesus 
was applied to the cleansing of his soul from all sin. 

At the last social meeting on the theme of holiness 
that I attended, a Congregational minister was present, 
who, ten or twelve years since, received the blessing of 
holiness. He received it the day our acquaintance com- 
menced, and a clearer or more blessed witness of this 
grace, I have seldom if ever known. The effect of the 
grace, in its manifestations of wisely-directed and ever- 
consuming zeal, does not greatly differ, whethfer its recip- 
ient be a Baptist, Presbyterian, Episcopalian, or Method- 
ist. It is Christ enthroned in the soul of the believer 
And, where Christ reigns unrivalled, burning love, 
consuming zeal, and the spirit of self-sacrifice, will so 
predominate as to evidence, that the disciple is in his 
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measure even as his Master. And so it was with thif 
Congregational minister, till he could rejoicingly say. 



"And I e^joy the glorions shame, 
The scandal of the cross." 



His brethren in the ministry witnessed his zeal and 
his success. One minister went so far as to say, to this 
and another who had with him espoused the same views, 
^ when summoned before a sjmod of ministers to answer 

for their belief in this proscribed doctrine, '^ Brethren, 
we love your spirit, but we cannot bear your terms.** 
But these holy men knew that " holiness," " sanctifica- 
tion," and " perfect love,'* were terms which had been 
given by the Holy Spirit's dictation, and were divinely 
expressive of a state in which all believers were required 

* to live, and they resolved not to be ashamed of Christ, 
, or his words, but to abide the consequences of a steady 

adherence to truth, and the form of sound words. The 
consequence was, that their names were cast out as evil, 
. and they ceased to be members of that order. Though 

cast out by the synod, their congregations retained 
them, and they were installed over Independent Con- 

* gregational churches. One, after living a life of emi- 
nent devotedness, in which, it is believed, hundreds were 
brought 'to Christ through his instrumentality, went 
home to glory, rejoicing in victory through the blood of 
the Lamb. The other still remains, and, as I ha^-tr 

, observed, was at the meeting last Tuesday. After all 

that he had suffered, the enemy, by a well-circum- 
stanced temptation, came well-nigh robbing him of his 
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crown. *^ Holiness is but one out of the many doctrines 
of the Bible, and why give it so much prominence when 
it brings so much obloquy from even well-meaning 
men ? ** So said the tempter. Satan had so transform- 
ed himself, that the tempted, ere he was scarcely aware, 
had almost imperceptibly yielded, and, for months, had 
ceased to labor specifically on the subject, or to give 
prominence tx) it in his thoughts or in his experience. 
Suddenly, he was arrested on a Sabbath noon, to see how 
Satan had beguiled him. He now saw how he had been 
shorn of his strength. He wept and groaned. For hours, 
it seemed as though he might never regain the forfeited 
grace. After spending a tearful, sleepless night, he 
called at our house on Monday, and, while we were 
pleading, and he confessing his sin, he obtained again an 
application of that blood which cleanseth from all sin. 



J5«tt8itto«lW88* 



DO THE SANCTIFIED FEEL SENSmYELY! 

I BELIEVE my heart is cleaving more closely to 
Cljrist, and getting more detached from earthly objects. 
The weaning process is going on. I find the more 
closely I get to the heart of Infinite Love, the nearer to 
the Sun of Righteousness, the more sensitively do I feet. 
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to my heart's deepest core, every thing that is contrary, 
in spirit, word or action, to the law of love. If we do, 
indeed, get nearer to the Sun of Righteousness, we 
cannot but see, with yet more vividness, every thing that 
is unrighteous and unlovely. And then the sight of 
the eyes will affect the heart. 

What must the sufferings of the Savior have been 
during his sojourn on earth ! How continuously must 
his gentle, pure spirit have been lacerated! I have 
seldom had such a perception of what the keenness of 
his sufferings must have been, as since I have been pur- 
suing the above train of thought. It appears as though 
his entire stay on earth, from childhood to his expiring 
groan on the cross, must have been one continuous 
crucifixion. 

^* Do you feel such things ? " said one, after having 
been the means of subjecting me to a humiliation 
which, had it not been for its religious association, 
would have branded him, in his own eyes and in the 
estimation of many, as exceedingly uncourteous. From 
his manner in proposing this inquiry, I presume he 
thought that my professions of deadness to the world 
involved a deadness of all the finer sensibilities of the 
soul, forgetful that "whatsoever things are pure, and 
lovely, and of good report/' are among the more 
important enjoyments of piety. 

This idea may have obtained from the fact, that those 
who are truly sanctified throughout body, soul and 
spirit will, with a lamb-like, uncomplaining temper, 
endure woundings of spirit. Things, which before 
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would have been avenged, or in some way resented, will 
now be received with but slight outward manifestations 
of pain. In imitation of their divine Redeemer, they 
may, " as a sheep dumb before her shearers," open not 
their mouth. But if this silent submission has been 
regarded as an intimation that the uncomplaining one 
does not feel — ^if, because he soon retires noiselessly 
from the scene of strife, has been regarded as giving an 
intimation that the infliction has not wounded, or has 
been forgotten, how greatly the reverse is the fact ! 

A MESSENGER TOLD IT. 

He has been wounded, and far more deeply wounded 
than your oft-blunted sensibilities can imagine. He 
retires noiselessly, because he whom he serves has said, 
"The servant of the Lord must not strive." You 
may never on earth again hear of your ungentle, unlov- 
ing words and actions, but are they untold ? It is true 
they may never be breathed in mortal ear, but shall 
they remain unrevealed ? No ! " Their angels do al- 
ways behold the face of my Father ! " You have offend- 
ed one of Christ's little ones. 

An unseen messenger was standing by, and, as you 
gave the causeless offence, that winged messenger with 
speed went and told it directly to the ear of God. It 
was with a meek and quiet spirit you had to do. God 
gave that spirit. In his sight, it is of great price. It 
ought to have been of great price in your sight. When 
you saw the form of the one you had thus needlessly 
wounded receding from your presence with unobtrusive? 
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tread, he went to tell it to his heavenly Father — ^to his 
ccTDpassionate Savior — ^to the loving Spirit. And will 
the triune God hear it, and take cognizance of the act ? 
l^es ! and " God is not as man that he should lie.** 
True as God is true, retribution awaits you. " Ven- 
geance is mine," saith the Lord. " Whosoever shall 
offend one of these little ones that believe in me, 
it were better for him that a millstone were hanged 
about his neck, and he were cast into the sea." 

DO YOU PERSECUTE CHRIST I 

Christ's persecutors are not always those who ac- 
knowledge themselves to be of the world. Perhaps 
you are an erring child of God. Your wife, your hus- 
band, your child, brother or sister, or, perchance, some 
friend to whom you have been closely affianced, has 
entered into the enjoyment of perfect love. You have 
'^vitnessed their increasing deadness to the world. 
Things which, when in the lower walk of worldly- 
minded profession, they could enjoy in common with 
yourself, now pain their hearts, while, from the depth 
of the soul, they cry out to God, ^' Turn away mine 
eyes from beholding vanity." 

Following Christ, the Light of Life, their souls are 
becoming more and more conformed to his image. They 
love the things which he loves, and hate the things 
which he hates. How uneasy have these marked pre- 
t^rences made you ! Because you cannot get them to 
see as you see, and do as you do, with how many un- 
kl'ad allusions have you pained the loving heart of that 
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fi^entle one, whom, in defiance of yourself, you cannot 
but love and admire ! Conscience tells you that you are 
wrong, and you know it. Still you persist. Your oppo- 
sition, perhaps, may be but fitful, but yet you oppose, 
and, as occasion may ofier, you leave room to infer, by 
your unloving allusions, and by silent action and innuendo 
that you intend to offend those gentle, loving heaits, whose 
every pulsation is in unison with God for your good. 

O, do so no more ; not only from the fact that " their 
angels do always behold the face of their Father," but 
because you are sinning against your own soul's best 
mterest God is love. Every unloving look, word, or 
swjtion, is an abhorrence to him. It is the Spirit of love, 
who has undertaken to lead you from earth to heaven. 
" By the love of the Spirit," I beseech you, " grieve not 
the Spirit." Would a dear friend, however, intent on 
your good, abide with you, if the feelings of his sensi- 
tive heart were ever being defianced by oft-repeated 
assaults ? So the Spirit will not always strive. You 
are in danger. Seven other spirits worse than the first 
may enter. And what will you do, should that fearful 
hour come upon you without the aid of that Spirit 
which you have grieved away ? Let him that standeth 
take heed lest he fall. Be assured, by one ;ivho knows, 
that the restiveness you feel when the stricter forms of 
piety are presented before you, are most evidently indic- 
atj e of the remains of the carnal mind. " The flesh 
'»ie^«eth against the Spirit." If you yield to it, you sin 
against God. For in sinning against his people, you as 
t^iy sin igainst Christ as though he were here in perscm- 
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By the light of a truly Christian example, you have 
been reproved. Acknowledge your error, and seek a 
holy heart. 



iitt Petkdtst Jpittisirg. 



** We heliere thftt God's design, in raising up the preachers called Methodist, tai 
America, was, to reform the continent, and to spread scriptural holiness orer thetft 
laads.*^— Bishops or thi M. E. Oitokob. 

We would not have it inferred that we regard holi- 
ness as the doctrine of a sect, rather than as the one 
crowning doctrine of the Bible. We do not so regard 
it. The Scriptures of truth present it as the great 
ultimatum of all Christian ministrations. ^' Whom we 
preach, warning every man, and teaching every man in 
all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in 
Christ Jesus." If the ministiy of any, or every denom- 
ination fail to present the members of their flock perfect 
in Christ Jesus, the object of their ministiy is unan- 
swered. An<r if, when inquisition is made for blood, 
the failure be found in the ministiy on account of not 
having presented Christian Perfection as attainable in 
the present life, then the blood of the people will be 
found on the head of the watchman ; for he failed to 
give the warning. He failed to speak of the absolute 
necessity of living in the enjoyment of this grace, by way 
of living in constant readiness for their Lord. The^r 
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Lord came in an hour when they thought not, and, 
though the white robe of a profession was on, yet it was 
not spotless, for they had not been taught that they 
might walk with garments unpolluted — not taught 
that they ought to have been in a constant state of readi- 
ness to be presented without spot, or wrinkle, or any 
such thing ; and how can it be otherwise than that God 
will require it at the hand of those whom he had placed 
on the walls of Zion, who failed to give the warning ? 

But it was while reading what we have chosen as a 
motto at the head of this article, that our mind was most 
solemnly impressed with the responsibility of the Meth- 
odist ministry in relation to this subject. Much has 
been said, in some of the leading journals, in relation to 
the want of prosperity in some portions of the country. 
Various causes have been specified as having had a 
tendency toward producing this decrease of membership. 
We will not occupy time to specify the causes assigned, 
as the most of them have been stated in print. But we 
will give what we believe Mr. Wesley would have giv- 
en as a reason, if he were now living. 

Let us go back to the brief account of the design of 
Methodism, as given under the hand of the bishops of 
the M. E. Church, in the excellent Book of DiscipUne. 
" In 1729, two young men in England saw, in reading 
the Bible, that they could not be saved without holiness ; 
they followed after it, ancl incited others to do so. In 
1739, they sa-vy likewise that men arp justified before 
they are sanctified. But still holiness was thejr object. 
God then thrust them out to raise a holy people." Thp 
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bishops of the M. E. C. quote this from the Wesleys 
themselves, in their address to the Methodist commu- 
nity. It is in the introductory article of the Book of 
Doctrines and Discipline. The bishops then give their 
own views of the specific design of Methodism in the 
emphatic words which stand at the head of this article. 

Do the preachers of the M. E. Church generally 
regard this as the specific design of Methodism ? Do 
ihej generally give the doctrine of holiness that promi- 
*\ence in their ministrations which the design of the 
•^rigin of Methodism, as stated, demands ? Let each one 
rf this class who reads these inquiries, answer before 
<jfod, whether the design of his being thrust out as a 
Methodist minister, has been answered in this respect. 

As a community, how vastly is the Methodist body 
responsible in this matter ! But communities ai*e made 
up of individuals, and why is it not the duty of every 
Methodist minister to make this responsibility a perso- 
nal matter ? Thanks be to God, there are many of the 
ministers of this denomination who are experimental wit- 
nesses of this grace. But how small, in comparison with 
the mass, the number of those who, from personal expe- 
rience, testify that " The blood of Jesus cleanseth from 
all sin" ! How few, comparatively, who deeply feel the 
importance of acting in accordance with Mr. Wesley's 
advice, " Therefore, let all our preachers make a point to 
preach of perfection to believers constantly, strongly, 
explicitly " ! 

There were periods and places, in Mr. Wesley's day, 
when and where the work of the Lord did not prosper 

* 80 
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as on other occasions. Mr. Wesley, at such times, did 
as we should do at the present day. With all humility 
he sought to know, and acknowledged the cause. We 
hear him, on one of these occasions, saying to Mr. Ben- 
son, '* I doubt not we are not explicit enough in speak- 
ing on full sanctification, either in public or private." 
On another occasion, where the work was less prosper- 
ous than he desired, he, with earnestness, raises the 
warning voice, and cries out, " I am afraid Christian 
Perfection will be forgotten Encourage Richard 
Blackwell and Mr. Colley to speak plainly. A general 
faintness, in this respect, has fallen on the whole king- 
dom. Sometimes, I seem almost weary of striving 
against the stream of both preachers and people." And 
again, on yet another occasion of solicitude on this point, 
be writes to Miss B., who had just received the blessing 
cf perfect love, to profess it, and encourages her against 
the censures of those who discountenanced her testi- 
mony on this subject. Of another place he says, " I 
examined the society, and was surprised to find fifty 
members fewer than I left in it in October last. One 
reason is. Christian perfection has been little insisted 
on ; and, where this is not done, be the preachers ever 
so eloquent, there is little increase either in the number 
or grace of the hearers." Again he remarks, " William 
Hunt and John Watson were not men of large gifl;s, 
but zealous for Christian perfection, and, by their warm 
conversation on this head, kindled a flame in some of 
the leaders. These pressed others to seek after it, and, 
for this end, appointed meetings for prayer. The &re 
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spread wider and wider, until the whole society was in 
a flame." Of another place he says — **Went on to 

L . Here I found the work of God had gained no 

ground in this circuit all the year. The preachers have 
given up the Methodist testimony. Either they did not 
speak of perfection at all, (the peculiar doctrine com- 
mitted to our trust,) or they speak of it only in general 
terms, without urging believers to go on to perfection. 
And where this is not earnestly done, the work of God 
does not prosper." 

A great deal more might be quoted to show that this 
is what Mr. Wesley, and also other fathers of Meth- 
odism, regarded as the " Methodist testimony." So 
much did Bishop Asbury think of it, that he says, *' 1 
am divinely impressed with a charge to preach it in every 
sermon." Do Methodist ministers generally, of the 
present day, feel thus divinely impressed ? How have 
the responsibilities of the Methodist testimony been 
met ? If, according to Mr. Wesley's declaration, Meth- 
odism does not prosper where the Methodist testimony is 
neglected, let us ask how those Methodist ministers will 
meet their account who do not preach once in months 
on this subject ; who do not encourage the testimony of 
their people in relation to their experience of this bless- 
ing; who seldom press the necessity of the present 
attainment of tHs blessing, either in their public or pri- 
vate ministrations. 

Let us rouse, brethren, individually and collectively. 
Let us rouse to an earnest recognition of our responsi- 
bilities on this subject. Holiness is not only the crown- 
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ing doctrine of the Bible, but it is the distinguishing 
doctrine of Methodism. Some, we acknowledge, do 
spend time in ministering on this subject as theological 
discussionists, or disputants, and are ready to assume an 
attitude which seems to say, " The temple of the Lord, 
the temple of the Lord " are we, who are not zealous 
as experimental witnesses of the grace ; but what have 
we to hope from such labors ? Of the doctrine of holi- 
ness it may, in the most emphatic sense, be said, " If 
any man will do his will, he shall know of the doc- 
trine." And on what point is the will of God more 
distinctly stated than on this ; " This is the will of 
God, even your sanctification " ? But, unless a man 
resolves to know experimentally, he cannot acquaiat 
himself with the doctrine in such a way as to make him- 
self very useful to others in pointing out the steps by 
^which it is to be obtained ; for one must first travel the 
way before he is prepared for much success in directing 
others. How much better one can preach of justifica- 
tion after he has experienced that grace! Quite as 
impoitant is the experience of entire sanctification to 
those who would successfully enforce the attainment of 
that grace on others. 

"0! vrho can speak fails praise? great, hnmble man' 
He, in the current of destruction, stood, 
And vamed the sinner of his woe ; led on 
Immanuel's numbers in the evil day ; 
And, with the everlasting arms embraced 
Himself around, stood in the dreadftd front 
Of battle, high, and warred Tictoiioualy 
mth death and beU.» 
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*f That I may publish with the roice of thank^Ting, and tell of all thy wondrous 
works."— Pbaxjib xxvi. 7. 

" I RECEIVED this blessing four or five times before, 
but lost it by not obeying the order of God. * With 
the heart man believeth unto righteousness, and with 
the mouth confession is made unto salvation.' But the 
enemy offered his bait under various colors to keep me 
from a public declaration of what my Lord had wrought." 
So said Fletcher, after having lost the blessing of per- 
fect love four or five times by various deceivings of 
Satan to keep him from a public and explicit declaration 
of the grace he received. And, after giving a narration 
of the manner of these deceptions, he says, "Now 
brethren, you see my folly. I have confessed it in your 
presence, and now I resolve, before you all, to confess 
my Master. I mil con/ess him to all the ivorld ; and 1 
now declare unto you, in the presence of Gody the Holy 
Trinity y I am now dead indeed unto sin." After this 
solemn resolve to maintain a public declaration of the 
power of Christ to save to the uttermost, we hear no 
more of Mr. Fletcher's losing the blessing of perfect 
love. 

Wc were reminded of this very clear and pointed 
declaration of Fletcher's experience, by a scene we 
witnessed at a camp meeting a few days since. A minis- 
ter arose, in che midst of a large public meeting before 
Xl sland^ ano said, ^* I am in my right mind, and 1 

JO* 
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wish to give in a testimony which I desire every one on 
this ground should hear. Ministers, hear it ! Brethren 
and sisters of the laity, hear it ! Sinners, hear it ! Go 
home and publish it ! Yes, tell it, that on the ■ 
camp ground, you heard a minister profess to be wholly 
sanctified. Yes, God has wholly sanctified my soul ! I 
know it, and I wish to publish it to the world ! Away 
with mere theories, and discussions on entire sancdfica- 
tion ! It is the thing itself we must have — ^the experi- 
ence. I have got it! Glory be -to God, the blood of. 
Jesus cleanseth me from all sin I And now I am 
resolved to publish it ! Yes, tell it ! " While he was 
thus talking, he seemed to be so evidently carried away 
with the Spirit, and filled with God, that the most 
sceptical beholder, I think, could not doubt but he was 
filled with the Spirit. His looks, and the effect of his 
utterances, were indescribable. As he spake, he passed 
into the midst of the congregation, and went to and fro, 
speaking words which penetrated like fire. " The blood 
of Jesus cleanseth from all sin ! " he again and again 
repeated — " Publish it ! ptiblish it I tell it ! " he reit- 
erated ; and often as the words fell from his lips they 
penetrated as fire deeper and deeper. The outpouring 
of the Spirit became general, and hundreds of hearts 
caught the holy impulse. Would that it were in my 
power to describe the extraordinary manifestations of 
the Spirit as witnessed on this occasion. Many spake as 
the Spirit gave them utterance, and such burning words I 
We all felt that there was one standing among us who 
baptizeth with the Holy Ghost and with, fire ; a^d mapy 
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receiyed the baptism of the Holy Ghost on that event- 
ful morning. One lady^ whose heaven-illumined coun- 
tenance bespoke intelligent piety and refinement^ rose 
near me and said, ** The blood of Jesus cleanseth me 
from all unrighteousness. I will tell it ! I am going 
home to publish it. I care not even though the intelli- 
gence may precede me to B ." As she said these 

words, the radiance ouher face brightened to an unearthly 
glow. The manifestation of the Spirit's approval was 
too glorious for her feeble frame, and she sunk back 
under the power of God ; and two or three hours passed 
before she was able to rise. This was in a region of 
country where the enemy had taken special pains, within 
two or three years, to withstand a public profession of 
holiness. The same satanic bait had tempted them that 
had been held out to Fletcher. And several, as Fletcher, 
had in consequence lost the blessing. But now victory, 
and glorious victory, had turned on the side of 7ion. 
Satan was vanquished, and the saints shouted aloud foi 
joy. 



#fker P- 



Pbw exceeded Father M in evident devotedness 

of life. So consistent, so uniform. He had been so 
long, and so habitually pious, that the fiict that Father 
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M did not profess to enjoy the witness of perfect 

love, had caused many a younger disciple to shrink from 

an open profession of that grace. But Father M 

did not intend to stand in the way of younger professors. 
His whole heart was intent on this, and on every other 
good work; yet such was the fact; younger members, 
who could distinctly tell the day and the hour when 
the love of God was perfected in their hearts, were 
deterred from coming out in that profession, especially 
in his presence. " For," said the tempter, ** if Father 
M , who has been so long in the way, does not pro- 
fess to enjoy the blessing, who will believe in your pro- 
fessions ? " And, by thus yielding to the subtle tempter, 
and refusing to let their light "shine, they lost the grace 

out of their hearts. Had Father M known this, 

how he would have quailed in view of his responsibility ! 
But he had fixed his mind on holiness as some high 
state almost beyond present aspirations ; and mighty 
struggles and desperate ventures of faith were contem- 
plated before the desired summit could be reached. 
And yet Christ had no rival in his heart ; and this he 
well knew. Had all the world, — ^its highest honors, 
and richest pleasures, been concentrated and laid before 
him in one scale, and had the lowly Savior and the 
cross been laid in the other, there would have been an 
almost infinite preponderance in the mind of Father 

M in favor of the Savior and the cross. Yet, as 

he Could not state the day and the hour when the love 
of God W9B thus perfected in his heart, he seemed not 
to take cognizance of the fact. But, surely, the man 
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that first saw " men as trees walking," and afterward 
saw all things clearly, saw just as well as if he had 
seen all things at once. It is not for us to question in 
relation to the time and the manner of the Savior's 
working, but to acknowledge every good thing that is in 
us by Christ Jesus, let the time and the manner of the 
Spirit's operations be as they may. And to do this is a 
bounden duty ; a duty that must be performed in order 
that the communication may be effectual. 

A tree that bears apples is, by common consent, called 
an apple tree. On the same principle of reasoning we 
might say, a man that evidently brings forth the fruit of 
holiness, must be a holy man. And might not Father 

M have judged thus of his state ? So his pious 

friends thought. 

But Father M , within a few days past, has been 

fairly brought out into the clear light of conscious purity. 
The way by which he was brought out was so simple, 
that we give a slight glance at the process. 

A number of friends had gathered, previous to the 
commencement of a social meeting, in view of mutual 
prayer and a free interchange of thought on the subject 
of holiness. We asked Father M if he was a wit- 
ness of this grace, when he frankly acknowledged he was 
not. 

" But you surely love God with all your heart. Father 
M ?" 

^^ I have not been in the habit of saying so^ and I am 
not sure that I would dare to say so." 

** But though you have not been in the habit of say 
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ing SO, dear Father M , have you not reason to 

beUeve that grace has so empowered you that you do 
love Grod with all your heart ? Perhaps you cannot, as 
some others, tell the precise time when you began to 
love the Lord with all your heart, with any more 
definiteness than the man, who first saw men as trees 
walking, and afterwards saw all things clearly, could tell 
just the point of time when he began to see ; but this 
did not interfere with the fact of his seeing, or make the 
duty of giving to Christ the glory due to his name less 
important." 

" I cannot confess what I am not sure I have the evi- 
dence of." 

" No, Father M , neitW would I wish you to 

confess with your mouth any thing that your heart does 
not believe. If you have not sufficient evidence, from 
the state of your heart, to convince you that God has 
the uppermost seat in your affections, then I should be 
&x from wishing you to say so. But Christ has loved us 
with all his heart, and it were a shame to love him with 
less than all the heart." 

This was rather too much for the loving, devoted 

heart of Father M to endure, and the fervor of his 

affections seemed kindled to greater ardor, as, with holy 
jealousy, he repelled the suggestion that he could be so 
ungrateful as to love the Lord with less than all his 
heart ; and yet he had not been willing to admit he &d. 

* This Father M , is just the point to which I 

Tish :o bring the mattei. I am sure you would be 
ashameJ ti; aoknawledge the thought of loving God 
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with less than all the heart, and yet you are not willing 
to say you do. Now nothing is more certain than this. 
You sustain a definite relation before God ; though you 
may be indefinite, God is definite with you, and you are 
at this moment written down among Christ's confessors, 
as ont who loves God with all the heart, or as one who 

does not. And now. Father M , how is it ? Are 

you obeying the first great command, * Thou shalt love 
the Lord thy God with all thy soul, mind, might and 
strength,' or are you not ? " 

" O, I am sure there is nothing I know of that I love 
more. Some time ago, I was thought very near death. 
I seemed just about to pass over Jordan, but all was 
glory, peace and joy ; I had no fear." 

" No, Father M , you had no fear, and why had 

you no fear ? Was it not because you enjoyed that love 
that casteth out fear ? And what sort or degree of love 
is that, which casteth out fear ? " 

" It is perfect love that casteth out fear," says one, 

** and that shows that Father M does enjoy perfect 

love." 

" Yes, Father M , no doubt, has long since enjoyed 

perfect love," said we, " but the diffitnlty with him is, 
he wants some evidence beside the knowledge of the fiict. ^ 

The case of Father M reminds me of a sister to 

whom I said, at the close of one of our Tuesday meet- 
ings, ** Sister, do you enjoy the blessing of holiness ? " 
She replied, " I believe I do, or at least I know I love 
the Lord with all my heart ; but I want the evidence of 
it!" Dr. Bangs was standing near when I drew his 
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attention to the sister, saying, " Here is a sister who 
says she believes she loves the Lord with all her heart, 
or, rather, she knows she does, but she wants the evi- 
dence of it." " Do you want the evidence of a thing 
you know ? " says the venerable doctor. Then, turning 
to the window where the sun was throwing in his mel- 
lowing light, he exclaimed, " The sun is shining, an^l 
you know it, and now do you want the evidence of it ? 

Father M enjoys perfect love, and he knows h^ 

but he wants the evidence of it. But let me tell yoi i. 

Father M , just what is now wanting to bring yc u 

into the glorious conscious enjoyment of this experienc 3. 
It is to confess with your mouth what you know yoi ir 
heart now believes ; for it is with the heart mg n 
believeth, and with the mouth confession is made unto 
salvation. It is the fire of perfect love kindled in the 
soul, and we must give it vent, if we want it to burn to 
a mighty flame." 

The conversation with Father M paused, and a 

social meeting of intense interest commenced, during 
which several were saved from all sin, and others 
received justifying grace. Father M sat, apparent- 
ly drinking in the streams of salvation, little doubting, 
we imagine, but that he loved God with all his heart. 
But now that others of his tent's company had received 
the sanctifying seal, we felt yet more anxious that his 
testimony should be more explicit. 

With an humble dependence on the Spirit's aid, we 
turned to the venerable patriarch, and said, 

" Father M , remember it is not Adamic perfec- 
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tkm^ nor allelic perfection, bat Christian perfection^ that 
we have been talking about; we of ourselves cannot 
present a perfect sacrifice. Without Christ we can do 
nothing. Our offerings* are polluted. We cannot so 
much as think a good thing, much less incite a good 
desire, or a holy emotion, or perform a right action. 
Our good is all divine. It is only as our offerings are 
presented through Christ that they can be " holy, accept- 
able." We every moment need the merits of Christ's 
death. And it is because we need it that it is every 
moment availaUe. But, while we every moment pre- 
sent ourselves a living, that is, a continual sacrifice to 
God through Christ — Christ, as our High Priest, takes 
these poor, sin-polluted offerings, and, through his all- 
clesminng blood, presents them " holy, acceptable ; " for 
an offering presented to God through Christ is holy 
acceptable. How can it be otherwise in view of the 
medium through which the offering is presented ? 

Who would dare to say otherwise than that " The 
blood of Jesus cleanseth from all unrighteousness " ? It 
is a divine declaration, a truth to be believed, and there- 
fore sinful to doubt. It is only for us to know that we 
present ourselves wholly to God through Christ, to 
know that the blood of Jesus cleanseth us from all sin. 
O, the infinite efficacy of the blood of Jesus ! It is not 
the worthiness of the offerer, or the greatness of the 
giik that he presents, that makes it holy and acceptable, 
but it is the all-cleansing efficacy of Jesus' blood. Why, 

Father M , if the gmlt of the world could be 

accumulated and laid upon your head, it would only be 
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for you to come to God through Christ, and at once 
prove that the blood of Jesus cleanseth — ^not that it can 
or will, but cleanseth now — just while you now present 

yourself, it cleanseth. Do you not see. Father M , 

it is a perfection that comes by our every moment pre- 
senting ourselves to God through Christ ? 

Not necessarily a perfection of knowledge, or a per- 
fection of wisdom, but a perfection of love ; loving God 
with all the heart. Not but that we may love him more 
as our powers expand, but loving him with all the heart 
just now, and just as we are, and while we thus pre- 
sent ourselves every moment through Christ, we are 
unto God a sweet savor of Christ, and the offering is 
accepted as perfect through Christ. We might have 
proceeded, for our own mind was filled with the glorious 

vision of Christ as a perfect Savior, but Father M 

could hold his peace no longer, and cried out, 

*^ Is that all ? Why, that is what I have been doing 
for years. O praise the Lord ! Praise the Lord ! " 

" Yes, my dear Father M , that is all, and for 

years past you might have been witnessing that the blood 
of Jesus cleanseth." 

Father M saw it all ; but he had given the fire 

vent, and it burst out into a flame of intense raptures, 

and we left Father M hours after, the flame of 

love rising higher and higher, he having testified before 
hundreds, in an unequivocal manner, to the enjoyment 
of perfect love, and of Christ as his Savior from all siki 
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Young conveits ought to be urged onward to the 
speedy attainment of the grace of entiie holiness. 
Unless their bent to backsliding is taken away, and the 
soul wholly renewed, roots of bitterness will spring up 
and trouble them. I fear it is because young converts 
axe not more earnestly admonished to go on to perfec- 
tion, that so many lose their first love, — ^backslide in 
heart, and, by their half-heartedness, and worldly- 
minded professions, become clogs to the chariot wheels 
of the church. I wonder that Mr. Wesley's sentiments 
on this subject are not oftener brought out before the 
people. He seems to delight in bringing up instances 
of entire sanctification, which occurred but a short time 
after the conversion of the recipients. Among many 
others, he speaks of S. H., who resided at Macclesfield. 
He observes of her, " I have seldom known so devoted 
a soul. She was sanctified within nine days after she 
was convinced of sin. She was then twelve years old, 
and, I believe, was never afterwards heard to speak an 
improper word, or known to do an improper thing 
Her look struck awe into all that saw her. She is now 
in Abraham's bosom." — Wesley* s Works, vol. vii. p. 14. 
'^ Four of those children who seemed to be saved from 
sin, were of one family ; and all of them walked holy 
and unblamably. And many instances have I found in 
every part of the country." — ^Vol. vii. p. 377. " Many 
children were indisputably justified ; some of them were 
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likewise sanctified, and were patterns of all holiness.** — 
VoL iv p. 614. He gives, also, the experience of 
Grace Paddy, as he received it from her lips. It reads 
thus : " In a short time, all my troubles were gone, and 
I did believe all my sins were blotted out ; but, in the 
evening, I was thoroughly convinced of the want of a 
deeper work of grace. I felt the remains of sin in my 
heart, which I longed to have taken away. I longed to 
be saved from all sin, and cleansed from all unrighteous- 
ness, and, at the time Mr. Rankin was preaching, this 
desire increased exceedingly. Afterwards, he met the 
society. During his last prayer, I was quite over- 
whelmed with the power of God. I felt an inexpressi- 
ble change in the depths of my heart, and, from that 
hour, I have felt no anger, no pride, no wrong temper 
of any kind ; nothing contrary to the pure love of God 
which I feel continually. I desire nothing but Christ, 
and I have Christ always reigning in my heart. I want 
nothing ; he is my sufficient portion in time and in eter- 
nity."— Vol. iv. p. 128-9. Mr. Wesley adds : " Such 
an instance, I never knew before ; of such an instance, 
I never read; a person convinced of sin converted to. 
God, and renewed in love within tioelve hours ! Yet it 
is by no means incredible, seeing with God one day is 
as a thousand years." 

In another portion of his journal, Mr. W. says, *• I 
spoke to these, forty in number, one by one. Some of 
them said they received the blessing ten days, some 
wven, some four, some three days, after they had found 
peace with God, and two of them the next day." What 
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marvel," Mr. Wesley again exclaims " since one day is 
with God as a thousand years " — ^Vol. iv. p. 135. He 
also speaks of one who was reclaimed from a backslid- 
den state, and cleansed from sin on the following day. — 
Vol. iv. p. 170. 

In passages too numerous to mention, Mr. Wesley 
continues to enforce by precept, and illustrate by exam- 
ple, the duty and privilege of young converts to be 
holy. " It plainly follows,*' he says, " that the quan- 
tity of time is nothing with him. Centuries, years, 
months, days, hours, and moments, are exactly the 
same. Consequently, he can as well sanctify in a day 
after we are justified, as a hundred years. There is no 
difference at all, unless we suppose him to be such as 
ourselves. Accordingly, we see in fact that some of the 
most unquestionable witnesses of sanctifying grace, 
were sanctified within a few days after they were con- 
verted." — ^Vol. vii. p. 14. 

How encouraging to young converts are these exam- 
ples, as given by the eminently pious and judicious 
founder of Methodism, corroborative, as they are, of 
scriptural testimony, and the observation and experience 
of Bible Christians of later days ! And where is the 
young convert who reads these lines, that would not at 
once sacrifice all for the attainment of this grace ? And, 
if it be the privilege of the young convert to be holy, 
where is the teacher, or the leader in Israel, to whose 
watch-care the flock of Christ has been intrusted, who 
would stop short of this grace ? "A way shall be 
there, and it shall be called the way of holiness, and the 
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redeemed of the Lord shall vxdlc there." All the way 
leading from earth to heaven, is a way cast up for the 
ramsoned of the Lord to walk in, and those who do not 
go forward, inevitably backslide. 



Two Christian ladies have called on me to-day, who 
were con::rrted under the ministry of the late Rev. J. 
M. Duncan, of Baltimore. His memoiy is greatly 
endeared to them as a man of deep devotedness, and of 
fervent enlightened zeal. In connection with other 
instructive recollections, they gave the following of a 
vow made under remarkable circumstances. 

Many years ago, the vessel in which young John and 
his family were passengers, was cast away. For some 
time, all on board were threatened with death by famine. 
At last, lots were cast for a human victim to appease the 
pangs of hunger. The lot fell on the grandmother of 
that noble boy, Mrs. Margaret Duncan. Unwilling to 
resort to such a horrible remedy, the ship's company 
resolved to postpone the dreadful death for a few hours. 
The hopless periqd again arrived, when lots were again 
cast for the sacrifice of life. Again the lot fell on the 
same lady. By common consent, another respite was 
granted, and, by perfect agreement, a third time the 
same ordeal was to be past. Strange to tell— the third 
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time, that aged lady was doomed to die. A brief space 
of time being allowed for preparation, the pious woman, 
perfectly resigned to her fate, made a vow unto the Lord 
that, if he would avert the impending blow, and in mercy 
save the ship's company, she would consecrate herself 
more fully to his service — ^would, on their arrival at any 
port, erect a temple in honor of his name, and educate, 
and qualify, as far as in her power, her grandson, John 
M. Duncan, for the ministry of the gospel. 

That prayer was heard ; for, as the lady appeared on 
deck to render up her life, a voice from aloft announced 
the welcome tidings — ** Sail ahoy ! " A vessel hove in 
sight, came to their relief, and, in safety, they all reached 
Philadelphia. In that city, the venerated grandmother 
promptly fulfilled her vows. She indeed became a 
more devoted Christian. She erected the commodious 
church edifice which bears her name to this day, and 
her grandson, educated and qualified for the sacred 
office, spent a long life of piety and usefulness, and has 
recently surrendered his happy spirit to the God to whose 
service he had been solemnly devoted. 

THANK-OFFERING FOR SALVATION FROM TROUBLE. 

Now, if one act of special dedication fidthfuUy cairied 
out— one vow kept inviolable, made in the hour of 
adversity, may tell so enduringly on the eternal welfare 
of hundreds, what should be the duty of those who are 
in prosperous circumstances, those who are kept, by the 
mercy of God, from the hour of peril ? Should such 
wait till driven by the extremities of trouble to utter 
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VOWS, and to make special dedications? We do not 
wonder that Mrs. D. should have vowed, and paid unto 
the Lord her vows. Her heart was quick to devise 
expedients, which might be most far-reaching for the 
glory of God, because, in view of her apparent nearness 
to eternity, she aimed to compass the most comprehen* 
sive good within her power. 

If she had thought of any thing more within her 
reach to be specifically devoted, she doubtless had done 
it. But does not the Holy Spirit now tell you, that 
yoiir salvation from trouble * calls for a thank-offering, 
which will be commensurate with your highest ability ? 
The God of providence loves you, and to the degree 
the Holy Spirit is intent on your highest good, your 
greatest usefulness, will you be likely to be driven by 
emergencies, if you do not resolve on specific and entire 
devotedness without being thus driven. 

GOD APPROPRIATES WHAT IS GIVEN TO HIM. 

O, be constrained, by the mercies of God, to present 
yourself a living sacrifice. Make no provision for the 
flesh. Some make their sacrifices without taking in 
their calculations that God intends to appropriate it. 
Do not so. Present your sacrifice, and, after it is laid 
on the altar, so that you can say 

" Tis done, ihe great transaction 's done." 

Then act upon the principle that the sacrifice belongs 
to God, The moment you laid it upon the altar, it 
became God*s property, for it was sanctified by virtue 
of the altar upon which you laid it. No great venture 
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of £adth is called for here. God's word declares it^ and 
it were presumption to doubt. And, now that your 
offering is on the altar, sanctified and cleansed by the 
infinite virtue there is in Christ, upon whom you rest^ 
and through whose all-cleansing blood you are presented 
fiiultless before the throne, expect the consuming process 
to begin. God intends to use you ceaselessly. You 
have presented yourself as a " whole burnt sacrifice," 
and you may, perhaps, be called to self-sacrificing dudes 
quite beyond your anticipations, but of this I am sure 
you would not venture on a choice, though it were left 
at your option. You have submitted yourself to the 
dictates of Infinite Wisdom, and in the way which will 
tell most to the praise of God on your eternal inheri- 
tance, will you be led. 

HOW IS IT WITH THAT CHILDI 

And now are you constrained, by the mercies of God, 
to go still further ? Have you not objects specially dear 
to you, which ought to be specifically devoted ? How 
is it,with that child of yours ? Is she a little daughter ? 
God has only entrusted her to you in order that you 
may bring her up for his service. Are you bringing her 
up to shine in the fashionable circle, or specifically in view 
of her being a self-sacrificing Christian ? O make a vow 
of special devotement in view of some special position 
of usefulness in which she may most glorify God, so 
that, if the Lord should ever call her to heathen lands, 
you may not have the sacrifice to make, but may say it 
is made. She has long since been set apart for God^ 
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and trained for his service, and he has now only taken 
his own,— of his own have I given him. 

And how is it with that son ? Look abroad over the 
world, and see its wants. How great is the harvest, and 
how few are the laborers ! Is there not a vow of special 
devotedness called for here ? Behold the heathen in 
their dark and perishing state ! God sent forth from his 
home of light in heaven, his only begotten Son. The 
Son of God left the bosom of his Father to save you. 
"Would it be too much to spare that son of your bosom, 
and send him forth from his home of light to save 
the dark and perishing heathen ? How is it with your 
property ? Of all that you can appropriate, you can only 
say, " Of thine own have I given thee ! " But can you 
not now, by some act of special devotement of property, 
be the means of doing something toward establishing the 
worship of God in some place where his name is not now 
recorded ? O ! hasten, and " what thy hand findeth to 
do, do it with thy might." 



had thy peace been as a rirer, and thy rlghteoiisnesa as the wayes of th« 
aea.>>— Uaxah zItIU. 18. 

Don't aim too high, for the benefits of getting down 
low are incalculable. Every thing in religion is exceed- 
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ingly simple. All the way leading from earth to heaven, 
cast up for the ransomed of the Lord to walk in, is so 
plain that wayfaring men, though fools, shall not err 
therein. You have long believed that full salvation is 
attainable in the present life. And I need not say that 
this belief involves the responsibility to be holy. But 
why have you not obtained this grace ? Not because 
you have not felt the necessity of it, nor because you 
have not, by prayer, sought it ,• but you have been look- 
mg too high. You have overlooked the simplicity of 
the way. Some time since, we said to a colored woman, 
whose countenance seemed to reflect the image of the 
heavenly, — 

" Do you enjoy fall salvation ? *' 

With a brightening countenance she replied, — 

« I believe I do " ! 

She then reminded us of an occasion, about four 
years previous, when, on attending a social meeting 
where she was, we had said, " The reason why many 
people do not get full salvation is, because they do not 
get down low enough. If they would only get down 
very low, the waves of salvation would roll over and 
over them ! " When I heard this, I resolved I would 
get down low! I did get down low — very low ! And, 
ever since, " the waves of salvation have been rolling over 
and over me ! " Poor colored woman ! perhaps she did 
not find it so hard to get down low — ^very low — as some 
who fancy they occupy more exalted positions in life. 
•* He that humbleth himself shall be exalted." 

"With the lowly is wisdom." 
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(SaVi WRotH, its obm (BitHtmt 



Ip the Savior were now to say to you, " Dost thou 
now believe ? " what would you say in reply ? Surely, 
you would not dare to say, " Loi*d Jesus, I must have 
some sign or wonder ; some-evidence beyond thy word 
before I can believe," No ! you would not have your 
faithful, loving Savior upbraid you by saying, "Because 
thou hast seen, thou hast believed." Surely, you would 
prefer the blessedness of them who have not seen, and 
yet have believed. I dg not doubt but that, in your 
heart, you are now believing. Take the next step, and 
hasten to confess with your mouth what your heart 
believes. "For with the heart man believeth unto 
righteousness, and, with the mouth confession is made 
unto salvation." 

And now, bow long do you intend to hold fast the 
profession of your faith ? O, do not forget the divine 
admonition ; " Let us hold fast tiie profession of our 
faith witltout wavering, for he is faithful that promised." 
Then you need not wait till you receive sensible mani- 
festations before you profess your faith, for it is not your 
sensible manifestations that you are required to profess^ 
but your faith. " Now the just shall live by faith ; but, 
if any man draw back, my soul shaH have no pleasui^e 
in him. But we are not of tliem that draw back, but 
of them who believe to the saving of the soul." Do 
not infer that I would have you prpfe^s before you 
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heartily believe, for professing does not bring the bless- 
ing ; but, after you have believed, profession becomes 
a duty. Do not take my word, but examine the Scrip- 
tures yourself on this point. If the nobleman had been 
accosted on his return, by an inquiring Mend, " Does 
youir child live ? " would it have been profession 
without evidence had he said, " Surely my child live* ** ? 

" How do you know it ? " says his Mend. 

*^ I know it, because I have the word of the Son of 
God to assure me of it.*' 

** But is not this believing without an evidence ? " 

** Belkving without an evidence ! while I have the 
word of Christ Assuring me that my child lives ! No ; 
I believe the word of Christ, (for the man believed the 
word of Jesus.) My child lives ! '* And soon his ser- 
vants meet him, and give corroborative evidence and 
wxm he reaches his home, and, with his own eyes, he 
has sensible demonstration of the fact. The subject is 
no more a matter of faith, but of sight. But is he any 
more sure of it now than he was before ? No ; for true 
as the volume of inspiration is true, he believed it be- 
fore, and from the heart knew it just as well before as 
now. " Now fiiith is the substance of things hoped fw:, 
the evidence of things not seen." Abraham was strcaig 
in faith, giving glory to God. O, be a follower of hif 
Ciith, jmd let your whole soul cry out 

" The thing sorpaases all my thought; 
But fidthful is my Lord ; 
Through umbelief I itaggw not, 
For Ood hath spoke the word." 
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*^ How can this and the other trial so peculiar and 
aflBictive in character, work together for your good ? ** 
said the enemy to my dear friend. To the eye of mere 
human reason, it was indeed difficult to see how stick 
trials could result to the glory of God and the good of 
the soul. While thus ruminating, a scene passed in 
vision before him. Enemies gathered in formidable 
array outside of his dwelling. Resolved on his utter 
destruction, they gathered all sorts of destructive mis- 
siles, and hurled them, with vengeful force, in at his 
windows, threatening the destruction of his property 
and his life. But their force is broken, and they Ml 
harmless at his feet. He gathers them as they fall, and 
lo ! every missile has turned to gold — pure gold. ^*And 
now," says his heavenly Instructor, "does not your 
heart say, ' Throw on yet more rapidly, for the more 
rapidly you work, the richer do I become ! * " And 
just so it is with the missiles of Satan, however varied 
or vengeful. The test of faith is more precious than 
gold that perisheth. How instructive and inspiring are 
the words, " That the trial of your faith, being more 
precious than gold which perisheth, though it be tried 
with fire, might be found unto praise, and honor and 
glory at the appearing of Jesus Christ " ? 

*^Our light affliction, which is but for a moment, 
worketh for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight 
of glory." 
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IStors^ ikrt Judas. 



TilE SAVIOR SOLD FOR LESS THAN THIRTY PIECES OF SILVER. 



Many sell their Savior at a less price than Judas did. 
He obtained thirty pieces of silver, but I have known 
some who, from indulgence in a wrong habit, or the 
retainment of an injurious friend, others for some tri- 
fling adornments, with many other foolish and hurtful 
lusts, which might seem so small that the very mention 
of them would cause a blush of shame. Should you asK 
such an one, " Do you think that object worth thirty 
pieces of silver ? " the answer would be frankly returned, 
" No ! " These do not mean to part with the Savior 
for such trifles, but the matter ends in this, and they do, 
in reality, part with the Savior as effectually as though 
there had been a formal bargain, as in the case of Judas. 

A variety of instances, in which the Savior has been 
kept out of the heart, come up before the vision of my 
mind. There must be a reason why the Lord has not 
revealed himself fully to you. Perhaps there is some- 
thing on your mind, which you think you may have to 
do after you get religion, which you are not willing to 
do now. 

Said I, to one who loved a fashionable exterior, but 
frho, without any external change, had presented her- 
self often at the altar of prayer as a seeker, ** Have you 
never thought it might be your duty to give up a cer- 
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tain badge of worldly conformity ? " which I specified. 
She burst into tears and said — 

" O, I thought I would wait till I experienced 
religion." 

*^If you^have had it on your mind as a duty, you will 
never get religion till you give it up." 

But she still persevered, endeavoring to bring the 
Lord to her terms, instead of coming to his. She joined 
the church, mingled with the mass of professors, and, 
when asked how she is getting alox^, is generally ready 
to say, that she has good desires, and is thankful that it 
is as well with her as it is. I have had opportunities to 
watch her progress, and never had evidence which satis- 
fied my mind, that she was ever truly bom of the Sjarit. 

Last week, my pastor asked me to go and speak to a 
person who had, several times, bowed as a seeker of 
salvation. I went and ki^eled affectionately beside her» 
and inquired whether it was her resolve to give up 
every thing that intervened between God and her souL 
She answered only with a sigh. I had heard that, even 
since she had come out as a seeker, she had beeii indul- 
ging in worldly amusements, and company. She 
seemed in earnest. Again I pressed my inquiries, and 
said, '* Is it your purpose to give up the world, and be 
a self-denying follower erf the Savior as long as you 
live ? Still she answered only by heavy sighs. I toU 
her how the Savior was now calling her to be his disci-* 
pie— of those early disciples who, vhen they were 
called, immediately forsook all, and followed him,— of 
the only condition upon which Christ received his disci 
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pies, '^Except a man deny Mmself, take up his cross, 
and follow after me, he cannot be my disciple." — ^And 
then said, " Are you willing to be a disciple upon these 
conditi&ns ? " Still she made no reply, but by the deep 
sighs of her inmost heart. When I said, " I surely 
cannot give you advice, suited to your condition, until 
I know what your condition is, and unless you answer 
my inquiries, I must leave you; now tell me, you 
either are, or are not, willing." "lam not uniUng,^* 
she emphatically replied. With equal emphasis I 
enjoined, " Then Grod is not willing to receive y&u^ 
With a yearning heart, I endeavored to impress her 
with the inconsistency and great danger of her position ; 
but she resisted all, and, for the time, ceased to present 
herself as a seeker of salvation. Little probability re- 
mains that she ever obtained it. I fear she sold her 
Savior for less than thirty pieces of silver. 



%mimu% m |U%i0U8 %zmmXxmi. 



Nothing seems so small to me as those ideas of caste 
entertained by some well-meaning persons. Let us 
tike this, 

ii • * « Bright candle of the Lord! 
Star of eternity ! the only star 
By which the bark of man can naTigate 
The sea of life, and gdn the coast of bUss 
Securely! only star which shines on time," 
82* 
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and look at this subject as regarded by God. See how 
both the Old and New Testament Scriptures, by histor- 
ical narrations and positive mandate, reprove such ideas, 
and assure us that we must not mind high things. How 
palpably are we met, on almost every page of the Bible, 
with assurances that the wisdom of this world is foolish- 
ness with God ! Think of the father of the faithful, 
called to leave his home and kindred, to journey as a 
stranger, not knowing whither he went. Think of 
Jacob, driven from his home by the fury of his brother, 
resting in the wilderness at night with only a stone for 
his pillow ; of Joseph, taken from a prison into the pres- 
ence of Pharaoh ; of Moses, not called from Pharaoh's 
court, but from the care of the sheep in the wilderness, 
to lead the Israelites to the promised land ; David, the 
least among his brethren, called to the throne of Israel ; 
Daniel, a captive, to be a revealer of mysteries from the 
court of heaven to an earthly king, and designated as 
the " man greatly beloved ; " last, yet above all, think 
of Christ bom in a manger, and called a Nazarene. 

Why did not the Savior take to the companionship of 
his bosom, and of his toilsome travels from city to 
city, the recipients of his closest teachings, persons of 
the more refined classes ? Kingly palaces, halls of 
science, schools for theok)gy, were open to his inspec- 
tion, and, from the choicest inmates of each, he might 
have chosen followers, whose refined literary and theo- 
logical tastes might, in earthly estimation, be better 
fitted for companionship with the Prince of glory. Then 
why did he choose those, by whom was to be transmit- 
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ted the mysteries of the kingdom to all succeeding gen- 
erations, from among the common people ? How does 
the example of the Savior reprove every high thought 
—every thing that would favor the prevalence of aiisto- 
cntic notions in the choice of religious associationsi 



Mro aw ih JiristotraitB af Iwwn ? 



If such a word might be found in heaven's vocabu- 
lary as aristocracy y we should find it to mean those 
who are more eminently the friends of God, constituted 
such by more marked carefulness in keeping his com- 
mandments. ^* Ye are my friends if ye do whatever I 
command you.' Abraham was marked as one of the 
peculiar favorites of the court of heaven. But that which 
constituted him such is oftener found among the poor 
than among the rich. Abraham believed God, and it 
was counted unto him for righteousness, and he was 
called the friend of God. From my own observation, and 
from Bible admission, I conclude that more faith, propor- 
tionately, may be found among the poorer class in com- 
munity, than among the rich. God hath chosen the poor 
of this world, rich in faithy and heirs of the kingdom. 

WHO MOST PROPER TO TAKE CHARGE OF A CONVERT! 

And are not these views also in keeping with the 
views of my dear Mrs. ? So I conjecture from re- 
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•viewing little inddentals in our intercourse. Let me 
revert to two or three. 

Why did you not think of sending for your pastor. 

Dr. , as readily as you thought of sending for Mr. 

*-, when your son was under conviction ? Why did 

you think the other son more likely to get under 
awakening influences, in that little Mission Church, than 
under the ministrations to which he has been accus- 
tomed ? And then, in regard to your son H- , we will 

not say that he would not have been converted had he 
not gone there ; but I will ask, " Do you think it proba- 
ble that he would have been converted, if it had not 
been for that specific union of mighty faith, in his be- 
half, which was proposed at that meeting, on the evening 
of his conversion V* To my mind, his case furnishes a 
remarkable exhibition of that sort of faith, to which the 
Savior refers, when the friends of the palsied man let* 
him down through the roof, and placed him in the im- 
mediate presence of the Savior. It was the feith of the 
friends of this man that was recognized in his cure. 
" And Jesus, seeing their faith, said to the sick of the 
palsy, rise, take up thy bed, and walk.'^ The man, of 
course, was willing to be brought, and placed himself 
in an attitude to be taken, or he had not been healed. 
But had this man needed any one to watch over the 
interests of his health afterwards, do you not think that 
those friends, who had taken so much pains to place 
him at the feet of the heavenly Healer, would have 
been the most deeply solicitous, and, consequently, the 
most proper to undertake the guardianship ? 
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The chief chuacteriitic of Mrs. Palmer's preductions may be briefly aommed up 
thus : 1. A lofty and pure ideal of Christianity and the Christian life. 2. Slie i^ 
deeply in earnest to exemplify this ideal, not by fitful endeavors, but by a steady, 
persistent strife. In her there is no tinge of quietism. 3. Her writings are well 
adapted to set every body in motion with whom they come in contact. We know 
of no human book that will so stir a p3r;juii'd aoul to its lowest depths as her 
" Faith and its Effects.'' We once circulated a few dozen of that book among a 
church spiritually dead, and the result was a gracious revival. Her hooks make 
wrMat^ Ckriatimi9* 4. They exhibit a rare inslglit into tlie Scriptures, a clear view 
of the temptations of the enemy, and the method provided for our escape j while, 
at the same time, they open up so clearly the great doctrine of Holiness, that no one 
in earnest to find it need stumble. 5. Ae a crowning excellence, they indicate a 
present salvation. Many have a way of talking and writing about religion very 
convincing, indeed, but then the hearer or reader, after swallowinf the noetrum, 
falls asleep, without thinking or making any effort fi»r the next twenty years. Not 
so with our author : every line is an exhorution to present duty. First shedding 
light on the subject patiently, till all the phases of it become clear, the next is 
action — present, steady, persistent action. Many receive the doctrine of holiness 
in a vague and general manner, which leaves them at liberty to act now, by and 
by, or never ; but in these works they are driven to the wall, and made to feel that 
now Is the aecepled time. The perusal of these works will always be attended 
with happy results. They are excellent to put in the hands of young converts. -~ 
Zion^s Herald. 



THE WAY OF HOIJNESS, WITH NOTES BY THE 
WAY. Thirty-sixth American Edition. 

We regard the reading of this book as an era in the progress of our Christian 
experioKe. So it is also regarded l^ numbers who have read it in this place. We 
wirii these who oppeee the doctrine of holiness would read tliis book, and then ask 
theweelTet whether tiMt doctrine really tends te let down, as has been reported, 
tlw standard of the gospel, and whether such an experience can originate firora 
other than the Spirit of truth. We recommend it as one of the best books that can 
be placed in the hands of inqutrers after foil sa f v att oa ia Christ. It bears the 

(1) 
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stamp of no one particular Mct, but taachet the way of holinegs in truth and lov9. 
— Evangelist. 

" The Way of HolineM " if pore in Mntimant, correct in theology, and beautiful 
in composition. Of all that has been written on the blessed theme of entire sancti- 
fication, it is donbtful whether any thing is better calculated to rouse pious desire, 
and guide the soul m its seeking. — Laities* Repository. 

We are led to admire the oommon sense and judicious manner in which Mrs. 
Palmer writes on the subject of Christian perfection. This volume combines reli- 
gious experience and Bible argument. It contains enough of the former to illustrate, 
and enough of the latter to prevent, its being insipid. — Christian Repository. 

We would commend this work to all who are perplexed as to the nature of true 
faith, as well as to the confident Christian. The work has been highly commended 
by many, and great has been the demand for it. — Weekly Message. 

" The Way of Holiness, with Notes by the Way." Ist English, from 34lh 
American Edition. Contains a remarkably clear exposition of the doctrine of entire 
sanctification, and of the scriptural way of attaining to the experience of tliia 
inestimable blessing. The Notes, which constitute the second part of the book, 
relate the experience of the writer, a singularly devoted American Methodist. The 
book has been well received in America, and is well worthy of acceptance in 
England, where we trust it will arouse and instruct many to walk in the way of 
holiness. — fFesieyau Methodist Magazine^ England. 

One of the best books of its class which has been issued from the press for a long 
time. We envy not the feelings of the individual who can read it without resolving 
on entire devotion to God. If such books were more in vogue, more holiness of life 
would be exemplified by professed Christians. — Methodist Association Magazine^ 
England. 

We do most heartily desire and pray that such zeal and piety as Mrs. Palmer's 
may every where be kindled, and that such narratives of experience may be greatly 
multiplied. — London Watchman, England. 

A deeply interesting book, on a most important subject. It is true to the experi- 
ence of almost every Christian. It cannot be perused, with thought and prayer, 
without much spiritual benefit resulting therefrom. We cordially commend it to 
our readers. — Methodist Pilots England. 

It is a book rich in experience, and breathing a spirit full of humility and love. — 
Primitive MeViodiit Majaiine, England. 

We do not expect onr friends to buy and peruse every book mentioned in these 
notices; but here is one which we are not willing to suppose will escape the 
examination of nny Christian whose eye may light upon this recommendation of it. 
There is an unusual degree of simplicity in the narrative, such as we think could 
not be arrived at except by the chastening power of the Sanctifier. The author has 
but one aim; namely, to present pictures — daguerreotype impressions — of her 
states of mind, froih the time she started in the way to seek Holiness until after she 
attained it. The difficulties she encountered, their effect upon her mind, and the 
manner of her escape, are also so represented that the pious reader readily appre- 
hends tliem. and often finds that as in water face answereth to face, so does heart 
to heart in religious experience. We earnestly commend this little volume to all 
who hunger and thirst after righteousness. — BuAop HamUnst Ladies* Repository. 
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NOTICES OF MRS. PALMER'S WORKS. 



FAITH AND ITS EFFECTS; OB, FEIAGMENTS 
FROM MY PORTFOLIO. Twenty-fourth American 
Edition. By Mrs. Ph(£be Palmer. 

We know of few who have labored more, or more successfully, in promoting the 
cause of Holiness than the author of these " Fragments.'' It is a delightful fact 
Ihat the works written by her have met with a most unprecedented sale. The 
author shows clearly that it is the will of God that believers should be wholly 
sanctified. In doing this, she exposes and corrects the errors into which some had 
fallen, points out the short and good old way of attaining this state of grace, and 
supports all she advances by direct and incidental appeals to the Word of Oo(L — 
Christian Advocate and Journal. 

In this work such light is thrown upon the precise point of transit from condem- 
nation to favor, bondage to liberty, partial to full salvation, as is not perhaps so 
clearly done in any other human composition. The prevailing error of waiting for 
greater preparedness of mind, and for impulses and manifestations from on high, 
btfore we may consider ourselves called upon to trust God for justification and 
sanctification, is exposed, and the simplicity of faith, and manner of its exercise, 
so logically presented as to be nearly if not quite unmistakable to the least dis- 
cerning mind. — Zton'« Herald, 

It treats of every stage of religious experience and practice, from the dawn of 
conviction for sin to the stage of hallowed intimacy with God enjoyed by the 
mature veteran believer. The reader will find here the best thoughts on a thousand 
points of Christian truth of a mind highly endued by nature, constantly impelled 
by a consuming zeal for the salvation of souls, and enlightened and guided by long- 
continued habits of communion with God and his word. The whole is illustrated 
and enlivened by a happy intermixture of fact and incident, never, perhaps, to be 
met with' in a work on experimental divinity, save the book in question. — JVorthem 
Christian Advocate, 

It is calculated to instruct and interest every believer, and it seems particularly 
adapted to Sabbath school teachers. It will greatly assist them in explaining the 
way of faith to their scholars, and, if prayerfiilly read, will not fail to increase in 
their own hearts the work of faith with power. — Sabbath School Advocate, 

Tills work has met with a remarkable sale, bespeaking a growing piety in the 
church. A revival of religion on the right basis is that which carries believers on 
to perfection. In the Methodist and other churches such a revival was perhaps 
never more general than at present ; and in the United States and in Canada this 
has in no small degree been promoted by Mrs. Palmer's writings. It is only a truism 
to assert that Mrs. Palmer is eminently scriptural. — Christian Ouardiany Canada, 

An 18mo volume of 35Q pages, illustrating very fully the nature of '< Faith and its 
Effects." It is written in a simple, concise, and persuasive style. The child or the 
adult, the Christian or the unbeliever, may be profited by its perusal. — Family 
Guardian. 

« Faith and its Effects, by Mrs. Phoebe Palmer." 1st English, from 22d American 
Edition. This little work is rich in all the best experiences of the Christian life. 
If the rationale of faith is still to seek, its reality and power are put beyond all 
doubt or controversy, and the believer stamls immeasurably in advance of the 
philosopher. — London Q,uarterlyf England, 
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NOTfCBS OF mXB, PALBfER^ WORKS. 



The work oouitlt «f a aerln of lecten, wliieli, for fimplicity, religions beiuty, 
asd adapucion for uaefiUness, were never surpassed. Tbey are eminently calcu- 
lated to strengthen fkith, and promote the advancement of spirituality and holiness 
la the woaL^Metk0dist MagatitUj Lvnion^ England, 

Another eniiientiy ptoos work fitom the pea of the devoted Mis. Palmer. It 
breathes the same spirit as " The Way of Holiness," and cannot fail to fui the 
flame of devotion wherever it circulates. We would recommend ail class leaders 
in the Methodist chnichss to Mrive to ctr(»late both works among tto members 
under their charge. Next to the reading of the Holy Scriptures, such works must 
contribute largely to the formation of all the habits of a holy \\S&. — MetkodUt 
jtMocimtiin Mfiime, Londoitf England, 

It contains genu of gospel truth, and is pervaded by a strong devotiomU fetiing— 
a feeling which finds its way to the heart of every Christian reader. — Brtti«ft 
M«Uurs^ Ma^tbUy London, 

The late Rev. Dr. Bond, in a lengthy and most favorable edilorial notice of this 
work, referring to its rapid itale, says, *< The work, therefore, most be extensively 
known and approved, and does not require any eulogy from us to commend it to 
the public attention. The subject, howevw, which the work embraces — * Faith and 
its Eflbcts ' — can never be exhausted or beoome of less intere^ by ita familiarity. 
On the contrary, it will be iucreasingly appreciated as we come more md more to 
comprehend it in all its bsarings and d^h of roeaniag. Tlie author of < Faith and 
its EflTects' takes the right way to explain the nature and effects of saving faith .- 
namely, by tbo Scriptures and experioice. There are no metaphysical speculations 
employed. It aasamos that God has spoken. This fact is supposed to be demon- 
strated by indubitable evidence, and then all that remains is to inquire what he has 
said, and t3 rely upon it as true. This evidence is faith. But of course the fcutk 
to be exercised will consist of various aetsj each necessary to salvation, but not 
essentially the same act. . . . We do not wondmr, then, that this little book, 
illustrating and making plain * F^ith and its Effects ' should have had such an 
extensive run. We hope the demand will still inccease." — Christian Advocate and 
Jonrual, AVio York, 

PRESENT TO MY CHRISTIAN FRIEND; OB, 
ENTIRE DEVOTION. By Mrs. Phgbbe Faucbr. Twen- 
tieth Edition. 

A charming little present for the holidajrs. A new edttkm, giea^ improved and 
enlarged. Though presented in a new form, with a large addition of new matter, 
it has no new doctrines to teach. A mere aanouncement of the work will be 
sufficient to lead many to supply themselves with it. — fVestom Ckristian Advocate, 

Well worthy a place in the Christian library, or as a travelliag pocket companion. 
— Christian Rejroeitorg. 

We know no work of its size comprising so much that is calculated to arrest tiie 
attention, and fix the mind of the reader on the importance and attractiveness of 
tlio subject of which it treats. — (hUde to Ho&neoo, 

This invaluable little work contains nearly double as much matter as the earlier 
editions. So widely is the beloved author known that any words of ez|^«natioft 
nr recommendation would be superfluous. — Ladies^ Repontorg. 
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